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R A K S T I

S O C I O L O Ì I J A

Soledad Las Heras, Maria Johanna Schouten

PARENTHOOD AND EVERYDAY MOBILITIES IN PORTUGAL:
A GENDER APPROACH (1)

The spatial transition of individuals and their families between the different contexts of
home, work/school, and leisure activities, as well as the time spent during this “interface”, are
attracting growing attention from sociologists. The focus in the present study is the
transportation of children to and from day-care, school or extracurricular activities, with as
central objective an examination of the sharing of responsibility for this task between parents.
A secondary question relates to the types of transport employed and their possible correlation
with the gender of the user. In an analysis of the various dimensions of this parental task,
attention is paid to the central place children occupy in today’s families, strengthening parents’
protective instincts. The data presented result from a study of households in two zones in Portugal
with diverse geographical and demographic characteristics. The quantitative and qualitative
data indicate differences between men and women in types and patterns of mobility, and also
in the access to and use of means of transport. The daily school run, in its broadest sense, can
be taken as an activity pertaining to the domain of “caring” and to a certain extent this is
reflected in its gendered character, as mainly women are responsible for it.

Keywords: children’s mobility, parents’ role, gender, time use, Portugal.

Vecâku loma un ikdienas mobilitâte Portugâlç: dzimumu pieeja (1)

Indivîdu un viòu ìimeòu pârvietoðanâs telpâ starp mâju, darbu/skolu un atpûtas vietâm,
ka arî laiks, kas tiek patçrçts ðîm aktivitâtçm, piesaista paaugstinâtu sociologu uzmanîbu. Dotâ
pçtîjuma priekðmets ir bçrnu nogâdâðana uz/no skolas un ârpusskolas pasâkumiem, savukârt,
pçtîjuma mçríis ir novçrtçt ðî pienâkuma sadalîjumu starp vecâkiem. Pçtîjumâ arî tiek izskatîti
izmantota transporta tipi un to iespçjama saikne ar lietotâja dzimumu. Analizçjot daþâdus ðâda
vecâku uzdevuma aspektus, uzmanîba tiek veltîta bçrnu centrâlajai vietai mûsdienu ìimençs,
kâ arî vecâku aizsargâjoðo instinktu pastiprinâðanai. Rakstâ piedâvâtie rezultâti tika iegûti,
pçtot mâjsaimniecîbas no diviem Portugâles reìioniem, kuri atðíiras pçc ìeogrâfiskâm un
demogrâfiskâm iezîmçm. Kvantitatîvie un kvalitatîvie pçtîjuma rezultâti parâda atðíirîbas starp
vîrieðiem un sievietçm pçc mobilitâtes tipiem un formâm, kâ arî pçc transportlîdzekïu pieejamîbas
un to izmantoðanas. Ikdienas skolas gaitas, to plaðâkajâ nozîmç, var tikt uztvertas kâ aktivitâtes,
kuras attiecas uz rûpçm par bçrnu un zinâmâ mçrâ tâs izpauþas caur dzimumu piederîbu, jo,
galvenokârt, par ðîm aktivitâtçm ir atbildîgas sievietes.

Atslçgas vârdi: bçrnu mobilitâte, vecâku loma, dzimums, laika izmantoðana, Portugâle.
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Ðîëü ðîäèòåëåé è ïîâñåäíåâíàÿ ì îáèëüíîñòü â Ïîðòóãàëèè: ãåíäåðíûé ïîäõîä (1)

Ïåðåäâèæåíèå èíäèâèäîâ è èõ ñåìåé â ïðîñòðàíñòâå ìåæäó äîìîì, ðàáîòîé/øêîëîé
è ìåñòàìè îòäûõà, à òàêæå âðåìÿ, çàòðà÷èâàåìîå íà äàííóþ äåÿòåëüíîñòü, ïðèâëåêàåò ïîâû-
øåííîå âíèìàíèå ñî ñòîðîíû ñîöèîëîãîâ. Îñíîâíûì ïðåäìåòîì íàñòîÿùåãî èññëåäîâàíèÿ
ÿâëÿåòñÿ äîñòàâëåíèå äåòåé â/ñî øêîëû è âíåøêîëüíûõ ìåðîïðèÿòèé, â ñâîþ î÷åðåäü,
ðàçäåëåíèå äàííîé îáÿçàííîñòè ìåæäó ðîäèòåëÿìè ÿâëÿåòñÿ öåëüþ äàííîãî èññëåäîâàíèÿ .
Ïðè àíàëèçå ðàçëè÷íûõ àñïåêòîâ äàííîé çàäà÷è ðîäèòåëåé âíèìàíèå óäåëÿåòñÿ öåíòðàëü-
íîìó ìåñòó , êîòîðîå äåòè çàíèìàþò â ñîâðåìåííûõ ñåìüÿõ, à òàêæå ó ñèëåíèþ çàùèòíûõ
èíñòèíêòîâ ðîäèòåëåé. Ðåçóëüòàòû, ïðåäñòàâëåííûå â äàííîé ñòàòüå, ïîëó÷åíû ïîñðåä-
ñòâîì èññëåäîâàíèÿ äîìàøíèõ õîçÿéñòâ èç äâóõ ðåãèîíîâ Ïîðòóãàëèè ñ ðàçëè÷íûìè ãåî-
ãðàôè÷åñêèìè è äåìîãðàôè÷åñêèìè õàðàêòåðèñòèêàìè. Êîëè÷åñòâåííûå è êà÷åñòâåííûå
äàííûå èññëåäîâàíèÿ äåìîíñòðèðóþò ðàçëè÷èÿ ìåæäó ìóæ÷èíàìè è æåíùèíàìè ïî òèïàì
è ôîðìàì ìîáèëüíîñòè, à òàêæå ïî äîñòóïó ê òðàíñïîðòíûì ñðåäñòâàì è èõ èñïîëüçîâàíèþ .
Ïîâñåäíåâíàÿ øêîëà, â åå ñàìîì øèðîêîì ñìûñëå, ìîæåò âîñïðèíèìàòüñÿ êàê äåÿòåëü-
íîñòü, îòíîñÿùàÿñÿ ê ïðîÿâëåíèþ çàáîòû, è â îïðåäåëåííîé ñòåïåíè ýòî íàõîäèò îòðàæåíèå
÷åðåç ãåíäåðíûé ïðèçíàê, ïîñêîëüêó , â îñíîâíîì, ýòî ÿâëÿåòñÿ îáÿçàííîñòüþ æåíùèíû.

Êëþ÷åâûå ñëîâà: ìîáèëüíîñòü äåòåé, ðîëü ðîäèòåëåé, ïîë, èñïîëüçîâàíèå âðåìåíè,
Ïîðòóãàëèÿ.

1. Modern society: automobility

Spatial mobility has been a constant in human society. However, widespread use
of the car as an everyday mode of transport is one of the defining characteristics of
modern society (for example, Oakil et al. 2016). This model of automobility has a
major impact on society, particularly in terms of land usage and time management.
According to Urry (2004), the exceptional strength of this model lies in a unique
combination of flexibility and coercion. On the one hand, the car offers great autonomy
and freedom of movement, but on the other, the management of spatial and temporal
limitations and opportunities arising from car ownership demands extreme flexibility.
The question of time spent travelling illustrates the ambiguous nature of automobility.
Although the car reduces distances, being a faster mode of transport than walking,
people who travel by car tend to spend more time in transit than those who use other
modes of transport, since car access incentivises them to travel greater distances and
make more trips (Robinson, Godbey 1997).

The ambivalent nature of automobility  is particularly relevant when analysing
differences in the everyday mobility patterns of men and women and the influence
which automobility exerts on the production and/or reproduction of gender. Women’s
mobility patterns are generally characterised by lower rates of car access and more
journeys made on foot or by public transport; shorter trips than men; and more complex
journeys, which include series of short stops (trip-chaining), for purposes related to
family life (taking children to school, shopping etc.). Meanwhile, men tend to travel
more for professional reasons (Urry 2004; McGuckin, Nakamoto 1995; Oliveira 2014).
There is a widespread belief that an increase in car usage among women has given them
greater freedom of movement, contributing to their emancipation and enabling them
to join the workforce. However, some authors stress that women who drive often do
so to fulfil their role as a wife and mother (Scharff 1991; Dowling 2000; Murray 2008).
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2. The centrality of children in family life

In recent decades, family life has undergone major changes, in particular a tendency
towards sentimentalisation, privatisation, individualisation and secularisation (Torres
et al. 2006; Wall 2005; Cunha 2007). The modern family attaches great importance
to emotional life, manifested in a search for fulfilment and personal wellbeing within
the family environment. It also exhibits greater equality between the sexes. Not unrelated
to these changes is the new role of children within the family. Seen as a rare and
precious gift, they occupy a central position in family life, and in the construction of
their parents’ identity.

According to Beck (2002), the significance which parenthood has acquired in the
lives of individuals can be explained by the process of individualisation. Children
have become the last resort against solitude in a society facing major risks and uncer-
tainties, which trains individuals for rationalism, efficiency, speed and success. Children,
as a source of happiness and wellbeing, represent the opposite of these qualities. They
allow parents to express affection and form part of their search for personal self-
fulfilment. According to Beck, children offer a private type of re-enchantment, bringing
new meaning and purpose to the lives of individuals. The centrality of children within
the family therefore stems from the important role they play as a source of socially
valorised identity and self-fulfilment for their parents (Cunha 2007).

In the modern family, parenthood has ceased to be a natural destiny, instead
becoming a deliberate choice and an unconditional lifelong relationship, founded on
personal and emotional bonds. However, this conscious desire brings with it enormous
responsibilities for the parents, with great emphasis placed on parenting. Parenting
now focuses on shaping the child’s identity by providing a stable environment, constant
attention and a more egalitarian relationship. Viewed in this light, parenting is a
demanding task and although the number of children per household has decreased
dramatically, financial and emotional investment has increased considerably.

In this regard, numerous studies have demonstrated an increase in the amount of
time that parents in Western countries devote to their children, in terms of activities
such as everyday care, leisure, help with school work, shopping, transport, etc. (Bianchi
2000; Hallberg, Klevmarken 2003; Gershuny 2000). However, modern parenting
not only requires parents to devote a greater quantity of time to children, but also
focuses on the quality of this time. It assumes that in order to maintain and improve
family wellbeing, there is a need for quality family time, defined as uninterrupted,
concentrated and stress-free time shared with other family members. This idea of quality
family time, more widespread among middle class households, contributes to creating
feelings of guilt among parents with less free time (Kremer-Sadlik, Paugh 2007).

Great demands are placed on parents, who do not always have the necessary
resources (money and time, but also patience and energy) to fulfil them, and are often
forced to sacrifice their own interests. This situation heightens pressure within the
daily routine, especially for mothers who, despite increasing employment rates, continue
to bear the brunt of childcare responsibilities. Nevertheless, pressure is felt by both
parents, leading to changes in their relationship due to the shortage of time. Children
are not only a source of gratification for their parents, but also introduce potential
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tension, conflict and worry (Marques 2008, p. 9). As such, family life represents a
constant balancing act between various conflicting demands: the need to travel for
work, parenting obligations, childcare duties and routine household chores (Beck
2002, p. 148).

3. Transporting children and perception of risk

The child-centeredness of parental behaviour is also reflected in the way children
are transported, which is viewed as one of the parents’ duties. Parents see the routine
of dropping off and picking up children as one of the many tasks involved in their
care, and as such it requires dedicated time and adjustments to the family schedule.
These moments of interface between locations visited by parents and children on a
daily basis (home, school, nursery, extracurricular activities, work, etc.) take on a
range of meanings. In general, these journeys are viewed as tiresome and time-con-
suming (Cruz 2004; Torres et al. 1998), especially by women, to whom this task is
usually assigned. However, they can also represent an opportunity for quality family
time, a chance for parents to converse and share with their children (Kremer-Sadlik,
Paugh 2007).

Portugal, the country on which we focus in this article, is no exception to this
development. In this state the duration of parental leave (which can be shared, to a
certain extent, between the mother and the father) is between 120 and 180 days.
Another important feature is that usually both the father and the mother have a full-
time job. Therefore, many children are from an early age accustomed to spending the
day outside their home, in particular in childcare facilities, with grandparents, and in
pre-school, and so the daily “school run” is a common routine long before the children
have reached the age of mandatory schooling (6 years).

In an effort to keep children as safe as possible, they are accompanied on their daily
journeys to an increasingly advanced age. We are witnessing a generational shift in
the travel patterns of children, with a tendency towards decreasing independence and
increasing car usage. The majority of children aged between 6 and 15 travel to school
with adults, usually their parents, and the car is the dominant mode of transport
(Cordovil et al . 2012). This trend is linked to the parental perception that public space
is dangerous. Parents’ concerns regarding independent travel through public areas
focus on the possibility of children being injured in a traffic accident or abducted by
strangers, while the children’s own concerns centre around the presence of unfamiliar
people and the fear of bullying (Cordovil et al. 2012; Trocado 2012).

According to Murray (2008), the perception of risk entertained by parents is
shaped by the discourses of specialists, the mass media, and their own experience,
especially among women. In Portugal, the extensive coverage of certain cases of disap-
pearance of children by the mass media has increased the anxieties of parents. Conseq-
uently, the car has gained new significances associated with the idea of security and
protection, features also associated with motherhood (Murray 2008). In fact, the
mobility of daily life might be contributing to the construction of motherhood. Refer-
ring to the middle-class suburbs of Sydney, Dowling (2000) reports how the transport-
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ation of children by car is considered to be one of the qualities of a “good mother”.
The car helps in the management of the complex daily routines and is an emotional
investment in the children, as it creates an affective context for the relationship with
them (Sheller 2004). The car transforms into a mobile extension of the family space
and in this sense it is experienced as a safe place and a multipurpose instrument for
the care of children.

As has been stated, modern parenting, with its features of child-centeredness and
concerns for child welfare, often results in an overprotective approach, the effects of
which are reflected in travel habits. The use of the car often is a welcome and even
obvious solution. Taking into consideration these characteristics of modern life, this
article assumes a gender perspective in discussing everyday mobilities. We will con-
centrate on the following questions: How is the responsibility for the transport of
children shared between parents? And which are the means of transport used? The
analysis of these questions will be based on data from a survey conducted in the
Castelo Branco and Braga districts, in Portugal. A brief description of its methodology
is provided in the following section. Next, we will consider everyday journey types
according to sex, age and area type. Then, we will analyse the amount of time which
families with dependent children spend travelling, with an emphasis on gendered
differences. These differences also come to the fore in the final topic addressed, the
school run, which is viewed as a childcare task. In the following sections, we will
consider the empirical reality within the context described in the opening paragraphs
of this article.

4. Methodology

The empirical evidence presented comes from the study “Time and Technology: a
gender approach for the Portuguese context” (2), which combines qualitative and
quantitative methodologies.

In the first phase, a questionnaire was designed and used to gather descriptive
information on the time and technology use among individuals living with a partner
in the Castelo Branco and Braga districts. The questionnaire is divided into four
thematic areas: sociodemographic data on the households, the time participants spend
on domestic tasks, technology use and ownership within the household and, finally, a
section on transport. This final section contains a series of questions concerning the
modes of transport which participants use, the journeys they make, their purpose and
duration. The growing importance of travel in everyday life, with more time spent in
transit and car use on the rise, was a major factor in the decision to devote a whole
section of our research to this topic. On the one hand, journeys form part of the daily
routine of the couples, and despite taking place outside of the domestic sphere they
do, to a certain extent, reflect the division of domestic responsibilities, as well as con-
nections to spaces outside the home. On the other, the fact that the majority of these
trips are made by car (whether as a driver or a passenger), presents an opportunity to
explore the use of a traditionally gendered technology, in particular in single-car
households.
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The questionnaire was completed by a non-random sample. This sample consisted
of couples living together in both districts. First, they were stratified non-proportionally
by district and by classification of the parish (freguesia, the smallest administrative
unit in Portugal) according to the INE (National Institute for Statistics) typology of
urban areas (TIPAU 2009). In each district and area type, parishes were chosen at
random. In order to select the final survey participants, quotas were established
according to age and sex. After validation of the questionnaires, we were left with a
sample size of 430 people (211 men and 219 women), of whom 212 lived in the
district of Braga and 218 lived in the district of Castelo Branco.

During the second phase, qualitative methodologies were used to identify and
explain the range of descriptions, meanings and practices regarding time and technology
use within the domestic sphere, focusing on the gender relations underlying the couples’
everyday interactions. To this end, we conducted four focus group sessions. Each
focus group was composed of participants with the same sociographic profile, in terms
of sex and employment status. One consisted of working women with and without
children; another consisted of men with the same characteristics; a third was formed
of unemployed and retired women with and without children, and the final group
consisted of unemployed men with and without children.

20 semi-structured interviews were conducted with a total of 10 couples, divided
between the Castelo Branco and Braga districts. We opted to interview the two partners
separately, as trials of joint interviews proved unsatisfactory in terms of data collection.
The interviewees were aged between 25 and 45. The sample structure was established
according to level of education, whether or not they have children and employment
status, mainly targeting couples where both partners work.

5. Modes of transport in daily life

The car is the principal mode of transport among survey participants, whether as
drivers (54.5%), or passengers (11.4%). This is followed by journeys made on foot
(24.9%) and by public transport (7%). As for motorbikes and bicycles, these are only
used by 1.9% of participants. This reaffirms the dominance of the private car for
everyday trips, as already demonstrated by other authors (Oliveira 2014; Urry 2004).
When we break down modes of transport according to gender, this hierarchy remains
unchanged, with the car occupying the dominant position with regards to the other
modes of transport. However, some interesting differences emerge, in particular a
strong link between men and cars, suggesting that the car continues to be perceived as
a masculine mode of transport, despite increasing use by women. This is illustrated
by the fact that men drive considerably more than women (72% of men compared to
37.6% of women) (Pearson Chi-Squared 66,564a, df=5, sig 0.000). For men, this
mode of transport is followed by walking, in a distant second place (17.1%). The use
of other modes of transport, such as public transport, traveling by car as a passenger,
motorcycle or bicycle is even lower. As for women, their usage of the various modes
of transport is considerably different and more evenly balanced. Journeys made by
car as the driver do, however, remain the most frequent choice (37.6%), followed by
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journeys on foot (32.6%), by car as a passenger (19.7%), by public transport (9.2%)
and by motorcycle or bicycle (Figure 1). In short, although driving is the most common
form of transport for those surveyed, women travel as passengers and by foot
considerably more often than men and drive less, as well as using public transport
notably more often (Pearson Chi-square 66.564a, df=5, sig 0.000). These gender
differences remain unchanged when cross-checking with other variables such as age
and area type, as we will see in greater detail in the following sections.

Figure1
Usual means of transport in daily journeys by sex

Source: elaborated by the authors, based on data of the project “Time and Technology: a
gender approach for the Portuguese context”.

The existence of certain services and the population density within certain areas
tend to influence the chosen mode of transport. In order to analyse these differences,
we will use the Urban Area Typology (TIPAU 2009) categories, developed by the
National Institute of Statistics (INE), on the basis of functional and planning criteria.
This typology brings together a range of demographic and administrative territorial
indicators and distinguishes between three area types: predominantly urban areas
(APUs), semi-urban areas (AMUs) and predominantly rural areas (APRs). However,
among the sample surveyed, there were no major statistical differences in terms of
habitual mode of transport. The only difference observed concerned usage of the car
as a passenger, which is significantly higher in AMUs.
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When the survey results are broken down by sex, distinct gender patterns once
again emerge, almost independently of area category (Figure 2). Half of the participants
mention driving a car, irrespective of area in which they live, with men using this
mode of transport considerably more than women. These gendered differences are
more striking in rural areas (APRs) than in other area types. The next most common
form of transport chosen by women is walking, particularly in rural areas (37% in
APRs compared to 27.6% in AMUs and 33% in APUs). On the other hand, men in
semi-urban areas travel on foot less than men living in other areas. It is important to
note that travelling by car as a passenger, a mode of transport used overwhelmingly
by women, is significantly more common among women living in AMU areas (25.9%,
compared to 17.9% in APUs and 16.7% in APRs). Finally, public transport is also
used more frequently by women than men, particularly among those living in rural
and urban areas.

Figure 2
Usual means of transport in daily journeys by type of area and sex

Source: elaborated by the authors, based on data of the project “Time and Technology: a
gender approach for the Portuguese context”.

Age is another variable which goes some way towards explaining the variations
in use of the different modes of transport. In effect, as age increases, we see a decrease
in rates of car driving, in favour of journeys made on foot or by car as a passenger.
Public transport is a residual or minority choice among all age groups, being used
significantly less by younger people in both districts.
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When we break down data by the age and sex, we can see that rates of driving
decrease with age. This is more pronounced in men than women (Figure 3). Men aged
over 55 travel by foot more and drive less, a trend replicated in women. It should also
be noted that as age decreases, women are considerably less likely to travel by as car
passengers. This coincides with the growing percentage of young women who drive,
the increasing number of women belonging to the younger generations who hold a
driving license, and the rising rate of household car ownership, in particular the
phenomenon of the “two car” family (3). Of the sample studied, 87.6% of participants
own a car, with car ownership at its highest in younger households. Ownership of a
second car also appears fairly widespread among families (40% own two). It must be
noted that when a family owns one car, 55% of survey participants of both sexes
report that the man is the principal car user.

Figure 3
Usual means of transport in daily journeys by age and sex

Source: elaborated by the authors, based on data of the project “Time and Technology: a
gender approach for the Portuguese context”.

Both sex and age are significant when explaining the car’s status as the principal
mode of transport, either as a driver or a passenger. One of the main differences
revealed by our survey data relates to the roles played by men and women, and their
relationship with technologies which have traditionally been considered masculine,
such as the car. IMTT (4) data illustrate a gradual increase in the percentage of female
drivers. Among the younger generation, a similar proportion of men and women hold
licenses. However, gendered differences in this area increase with age.
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5.1. Time spent on routine journeys during the week

In addition to the means of transport used, it is important to understand how
much time the survey participants spend on routine journeys during the week. To this
end, the survey included questions about journeys made and their purpose. These
included simple trips (the commute to and from work, the school run, visits to family
and friends, shopping and errands, and leisure trips), as well as more complex, or
chained, journeys, which involve a series of consecutive trips combining different
purposes, in particular the commute to work and the school run.

Focusing only on families with dependent children, the first finding to emerge
from our analysis concerns gendered differences in mobility patterns. When the sole
purpose of a journey is to take children to school, nursery etc. or pick them up, we
observed that this task tends to be performed by women. However, when the journey
combines the commute to work with the school run, the figures for men and women
are similar. Likewise, more women than men travel for shopping and to visit friends
and family, while more men than women mention travelling for leisure activities.
These disparities appear to reveal a gender bias, with women, in the great majority of
cases, continuing to bear the brunt of responsibility for childcare (including the school
run), everyday shopping and maintaining contact with friends and family (Perista et
al. 2016). This persistence of gendered roles is reflected in their mobility patterns.

Figure 4
Average weekly times in trips with children by sex

Source: elaborated by the authors, based on data of the project “Time and Technology: a
gender approach for the Portuguese context”.

In terms of the average time, survey participants usually spend on the trip types
studied, significant gender differences only emerge in two situations (Figure 4). Men
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tend to spend less time on all but two trip types (leisure and commuting to work), and
the statistical difference is only significant in the first of these cases (t=2.226; df=80.222;
sig=0.026). Hence, men spend considerably more time travelling for leisure purposes
(92 minutes per week, as opposed to 60 minutes for women), as well as spending 201
minutes per week on journeys where the sole purpose is “commuting to and from work”,
compared to 171 minutes for women. With regards to the second point, it is also
worth noting, that women have shorter commutes to work, both in terms of time and
distance, detailed in the existing literature. The principal explanations suggested for
this difference are precarious employment and family responsibilities (leading to a
preference for jobs closer to home), and a lower rate of car access among women
(McGuckin, Nakamoto 2005). Indeed, among those who took part in the survey,
focus groups and interviews, we found that men travel further for work than women
with children. The mobility demanded by many jobs today (both in terms of location
and time), leads to longer journeys to more distant locations. The fact that this is
more prevalent among men than women with family responsibilities can be explained,
to a great extent, by the assumption of gendered roles, specifically motherhood, which
demands that the mother remains close to the child.

Women spend more time than men on all of the remaining journey types do.
These trips, the school run, shopping and errands are more strongly associated with
the traditional role of the women as the person responsible for children and the home.
This disparity between men and women in terms of average weekly journey times is
particularly striking for trips which include “commuting to and from work, dropping
off AND  picking up children from school, nursery etc.” (t=3,111, df=14; sig=0.008 –
163 minutes for women compared to 62 minutes for men), and “dropping off children
at school, nursery etc. AND  picking them up” (174 minutes for women compared to
107 minutes for men”. These complex journey types are bound by rigid schedules at
two times of day, further increasing time pressure on women.

5.2. The school run

The school run is part of the daily routine of families. It not only demands time,
but also requires coordination efforts between the various family members. What is
more, transporting children entails a series of preparatory tasks and considerations,
such as settling the children into their seats, packing rucksacks, bags, lunchboxes and
baby buggies etc. There is a whole set of tasks, which increase or decrease depending
on the age of the child, their level of independence and the mode of transport chosen
for the journey. This routine, which generally involves multiple trips made according
to a set schedule, is experienced as a stressful chore. The following quotes illustrate
the feeling of time pressure which results from these temporal and spatial constraints
and the necessary feats of organisation which parents perform in order to reconcile
their schedules with those of their children.

“One of us drops them off at school, the other picks them up; one packs the
rucksack, the other helps with their homework. Sometimes it’s a little difficult, because
of our schedules, as my husband also works shifts. Generally when he’s free when I’m
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at work, so it’s rare that we… that’s why we need to plan”. (Focus Group: Female,
age 40, with 1 daughter aged 12, operations assistant).

“Quarter past seven or half past seven... I wake up, then my wife and daughter…
I have to wake them up too… They both start at the same time. I drop one off at
work and then rush to get the other to school, then from school, I go to work, but I
always arrive at the last minute, we’re always in a rush”. (Focus Group: Male, age 38,
with 1 daughter aged 10, warehouse employee).

Although the school run is less markedly gendered than other tasks such as laundry,
cleaning, or preparing meals, more women than men take responsibility for the
transport of their children (59.4%), particularly when the sole purpose of the trip is
to drop children off at school or nursery and picking them up.

By analysing the profiles of men responsible for the school run, we gain an insight
into the circumstances which lead them to assume this duty. Male participation depends
mainly on the employment status of the couple and their location. Thus, 70% of men
responsible for the school run are in relationships where both partners work. However,
when neither partner works, more women tend to assume this task. It is worth noting
that in urban areas, the percentages are similar for both sexes (51.4% women and
48.6% men). However, as we move into semi-urban and rural areas, the percentage
of women responsible for the transport of their children increases, (63.2% in semi-
urban areas and 83.3% in predominantly rural areas). In addition to living in urban
areas and being in relationships where both partners work, these men tend to have
long working days (72% work forty or more hours a week), reflected in a strong
feeling of time pressure in half (50%) of all cases. In terms of habitual mode of transport,
an overwhelming majority (89.3%) of men drive, generally combining the journey
with their commute to and from work. Furthermore, with regards to the perceived
balance of domestic chores within the couple, 30% of men who do the school run say
that they share household chores evenly with their partner, while 60% claim that the
woman does most of the chores.

Another factor which has contributed to increased male participation in the school
run is the shift brought about by new interpretations of, and approaches to, fatherhood
(Mendes 2007). This has led to the valorisation of a more hands on role for fathers in
raising their children and a more even distribution of domestic chores.

“Because it is important, maybe that’s why, because I want to be there. A child is
part of your life, the most important person in your life. […]

– Of all of the tasks you mentioned, is one particular task more important?
– They’re all important, aren’t they? They’re all…. all necessary. Each has its

relative importance, so there isn’t just one, one which is special. The one which brings
me most pleasure, which I like the most? That’s got to be looking after our son, hasn’t
it? Definitely looking after my son…. You understand”.  (Interview: Man, age 37, 1
son aged 4, working in services of public sector).

With this new view of fatherhood comes the explicit recognition that the school
run is a domestic task comparable to any other. The school run is not only considered
a logistical necessity within the family, but also a parental responsibility. Consequently,
the performance of this task is recorded in the “imaginary account” of times and tasks
kept by couples who divide household chores evenly, or aspire to do so.
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“... my wife manages to take him to school. She has a work schedule and a type of
job which make this easier for her, but it counts as a domestic chore, it is still her time
she uses, maybe she could be doing something else […]. In professional terms, for
example, my wife has more free time than me, but she spends it with our son… you
see… on the school run… you have to account for that”. (Focus group: Man, age 41,
1 son aged 9, technical sales consultant).

As noted above, women, on average, tend to dedicate more time than men to
transporting their children, irrespective of the type of journey made. This is unsurprising
when we consider that it is usually women who make series of short, chained trips.

When looking at the school run, we must also consider the mode of transport
used and the justification for its choice. This can reveal a great deal about the various
time constraints on families, who tend to prioritise speed, as well as the choices and
limitations of the local area, in terms of distances and infrastructure. It must also be
noted that routine trips made with children during the week depend on the location
of services or venues, mainly those associated with childcare: schools, nurseries, family
members, activities, etc. The location of these services, in particular schools, is of
prime importance for parents, who tend to choose options close to their home or
workplace (Cordovil et al. 2012).

Firstly, we will consider routine trips made during the week which combine two
purposes: commuting to work and the school run (“travelling to and from work,
picking up AND  dropping off the children”). Nobody is able to choose public transport
for this type of journey, for the simple reason that it does not exist or is inadequate,
making it impossible to successfully reconcile work and school timetables. The
overwhelming majority (80%) travel by “car as the driver”, the reasons for this choice
being that it is “quicker” (33.3%), because “there is no alternative” (26.7%), or
because it is “more flexible and allows greater independence” (13.3%). The second
most commonly used mode of transport is “walking” (13.3%), which is followed by
“travelling by car as a passenger” (6.7%) in last place. Both of these options are
chosen for their speed. It should also be noted that the breakdown of these results by
sex simply reaffirms the overall usage figures for the various modes of transport. In
other words, women are slightly less likely to drive and slightly more likely to be
passengers. More women also claim to use the car because “it is cheaper”, or because
“there is no alternative”.

The big picture is similar for combined journeys, which only include half of the
daily school run, in other words commuting to and from work, either picking up OR
dropping off children”. The overwhelming majority of people drive (92.9%), and
only a small minority (7.1%, all of whom are women) use public transport, stating
price (“it’s cheaper”) as the reason for this choice. The reasons given for driving are
speed (28.6%), flexibility and independence (28.6%), a lack of alternatives (21.4%)
and convenience (14.3%). It is worth highlighting that it is mostly women who refer
to a lack of alternatives when explaining their choice of car as a means of transport,
while men mention the convenience of this option.

In the case of journeys made solely for the purpose of transporting the children,
“picking them up AND dropping them off”, without any other stops, it is observed
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that the majority of people travel by car (63.2%), the remainder making this journey
on foot (36.8%). Once again, women are more likely to walk than men, stating
proximity as the reason for this choice. The reasons for using the car are related to
speed (especially among women), a lack of alternatives, and convenience, particularly
among men.

Finally, in cases where an individual makes only one of the routine journeys with
the children, “picking up OR dropping off the children”, the results are similar with
regards to the mode of transport used. The majority opt to drive (61.3%) and a third
(33.1%) walk, while the remainder, all of whom are women (5.6%), travel by car “as
a passenger”. More women than men make this journey on foot, and the reasons
cited for this choice are proximity or the belief that this is the quickest or cheapest
mode of transport. On the other hand, the car is chosen due to its convenience, because
it offers greater flexibility and independence, for its speed, and due to a lack of altern-
atives.

In summary, more complex journeys, combining trips associated with the everyday
tasks of the parents and their children, are usually made by car, with the mother or
father at the wheel. For this kind of journey, with rigid schedules and greater time
pressure, participants prioritise speed and flexibility, which they see as being offered
by the car. When journeys are less complex (only picking up and/or dropping off the
children), a greater number of people walk. A third of those surveyed, mainly women,
claim to travel on foot, citing proximity as the main reason for choosing this mode of
transport.

6. Final Remarks

In this article, based on field research in some areas in Portugal, we have analysed
the school run as an aspect of the labour of childcare. The centrality of children in
family life has led to greater paternal involvement in childcare tasks, and to the school
run being included among their number. Regarding the question about the sharing of
the responsibility of the routine transport, it was found that the involvement in this
task lays particularly with the women, which is reflected in their mobility patterns: in
comparison with men, they practice more trip-chaining, have lower rates of car use,
and spend more time travelling with the children. More recent studies in Portugal,
based on national samples, show the same pattern (Perista et al. 2016).

The reasons cited for using each mode of transport elucidate the gendered
differences in terms of time management within families. Women tend to plan their
time according to the schedules of their children and other domestic duties which
require them to travel (shopping and errands), as they assume the principal respons-
ibility for these tasks. The required coordination of schedules places women under
severe time pressure, and as a result they prioritise speed (either by car or on foot), as
well as the flexibility and independence offered by the car, while men tend to highlight
convenience.

The results suggest that in families with dependent children, there is a prevailing
pattern of automobility in everyday journeys, which has allowed for the development
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of more flexible and complex schedules, in particular for women. The car is perceived
not only as a mode of transport, but also a means of looking after the children: private
space which extends the protective sphere of the family beyond the walls of the home.

Notes:
(1) A version of this text was presented at the Ninth Portuguese Congress of Sociology, at the
University of Algarve (Faro), in July 2016.
(2) Project financed by funds of FEDER through the COMPETE programme and by Portuguese
funding through FCT, the Foundation for Science and Technology (project number: PIHM/
GC/0037/2008). The research team consisted of: Maria Johanna Schouten (coordination),
Emília Araújo, Maria João Simões, Amélia Augusto, Helena Sousa, Lia Lourenço and Soledad
Las Heras. The final report of this project (2012) can be viewed at: http://ubibliorum.ubi.pt/
handle/10400.6/3296.
(3) According to Associação Automóvel de Portugal (Portuguese Automobile Association)
data, the number of people carriers and off-road vehicles has increased exponentially in Portugal,
from 692,000 in 1974 to 4,457,000 in 2009. Available: http://www.acap.pt/pt/noticia/14/
estatisticas-do-sector-automovel-em-portugal/
(4) Instituto da Mobilidade e dos Transportes Terrestres (Institute for Mobility and Land
Transport). Available: http://www.imtt.pt/sites/IMTT/Portugues/Noticias/Documents/
Evolucao_Cartas_Conducao_Genero_1950-2009.pdf
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PROBLEMS AND CHALLENGES FACING
HIGHER VOCATIONAL EDUCATION IN POLAND

The aim of the paper is to outline the key problems and challenges facing public higher
vocational education sector in Poland. The public higher vocational education sector at present
is constituted by state schools of higher vocational education, which usually play the role of
subregional centres in smaller towns. In the author’s opinion, the problems, which these schools
have to deal with, and challenges facing them, can be divided into general and specific. General
problems and challenges are the same as for the whole higher education system in Poland, in
turn, specific are conditioned mainly by the abiding legal regulations and relatively short presence
of state schools of higher vocational education in Polish system of higher education. General
problems and challenges, undoubtedly, relate to demographic decline and financing. Specific
problems and challenges relate to making the education process more practical, aiming to
increase the number of academic teachers employed in only one school, developing international
cooperation and obtaining foreign students, offering second-cycle studies, conducting research,
obtaining additional sources of financing and optimising operating costs, mutual competition
among schools. The paper mostly focuses on specific problems and challenges facing public
higher vocational education. The considerations presented in this paper result from the know-
ledge, observation and experience gained by the author’s throughout almost 20 years of functioning
in the sector of public higher vocational education.

Keywords: higher vocational education, state schools of higher vocational education,
problems and challenges, funding for higher education, practical training.

Augstâkâs profesionâlâs izglîtîbas problçmas un uzdevumi Polijâ

Raksta mçríis ir apzinât valsts augstâkâs profesionâlâs izglîtîbas sektorâ pastâvoðâs prob-
lçmas un uzdevumus Polijâ. Valsts augstâkâs profesionâlâs izglîtîbas sektors ðobrîd funkcionç
kâ valsts skolas, kuras realizç augstâkâs profesionâlâs izglîtîbas programmas un vienlaicîgi pilda
apakðreìionu centru lomu nelielâs pilsçtâs. Pçc autora domâm, problçmas, ar kurâm saskaras
un uzdevumi, kuri jârisina valsts augstâkâs profesionâlâs izglîtîbas skolâm, ir sadalâmi kopçjâs
un specifiskajâs problçmâs un uzdevumos. Kopçjâs problçmas un uzdevumi ir lîdzîgi kâ visai
Polijas augstâkâs izglîtîbas sistçmai, savukârt, specifiskâs problçmas un uzdevumi pârsvarâ
rodas, jo normatîvais regulçjums nemainâs un valsts augstâkâs profesionâlâs izglîtîbas skolas
Polijas augstâkâs izglîtîbas sistçmâ funkcionç salîdzinoði neilgu laiku. Kopçjâs problçmas un
uzdevumi neapðaubâmi ir attiecinâmi uz demogrâfiskâs situâcijas pasliktinâðanos un finansç-
jumu. Specifiskâs problçmas un uzdevumi ir attiecinâmi uz spilgti izteiktas praktiskas izglîtîbas
attîstîbu, akadçmiska personâla skaita, kuri bûtu nodarbinâti tikai vienâ skolâ, paaugstinâðanu,
starptautiskas sadarbîbas veicinâðanu un ârvalstu studentu piesaisti, otra cikla izglîtîbas piedâ-
vâjumu, papildus finansçjuma piesaisti un izmaksu optimizâciju, skolu savstarpçju konkurenci.
Raksts pârsvarâ koncentrç uzmanîbu uz valsts augstâkâs profesionâlâs izglîtîbas specifiskajâm
problçmâm un uzdevumiem. Rakstâ piedâvâtas pârdomas izriet no autora zinâðanâm, novçro-
jumiem un pieredzes, kas gûti vairâk nekâ divdesmit gadus strâdâjot valsts augstâkâs profesio-
nâlâs izglîtîbas sektorâ.

Atslçgas vârdi: augstâkâ profesionâlâ izglîtîba, valsts augstâkâs profesionâlâs izglîtîbas
skolas, problçmas un uzdevumi, augstâkâs izglîtîbas finansçðana, praktiska izglîtîba.
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Ïðîáëåìû è çàäà÷è âûñøåãî ïðîôåññèî íàëüíîãî îáðàçîâàíèÿ â Ïîëüøå

Öåëüþ ñòàòüè ÿâëÿåòñÿ íàìåðåíèå îáîçíà÷èòü êëþ÷åâûå ïðîáëåìû è çàäà÷è ñåêòîðà
ãîñóäàðñòâåííîãî âûñøåãî ïðîôåññèîíàëüíîãî îáðàçîâàíèÿ â Ïîëüøå. Ñåêòîð ãîñóäàð-
ñòâåííîãî âûñøåãî ïðîôåññèîíàëüíîãî îáðàçîâàíèÿ íà äàííûé ìîìåíò ïðåäñòàâëåí ãî-
ñóäàðñòâåííûìè øêîëàìè, êîòîðûå ðåàëèçóþò ïðîãðàììû âûñøåãî ïðîôåññèîíàëüíîãî
îáðàçîâàíèÿ è îäíîâðåìåííî èãðàþò ðîëü ñóáðåãèîíàëüíûõ öåíòðîâ â íåáîëüøèõ ãîðî-
äàõ. Ïî ìíåíèþ àâòîðà, ïðîáëåìû, ñ êîòîðûìè äàííûå øêîëû ñòàëêèâàþòñÿ è çàäà÷è,
êîòîðûå äîëæíû ðåøàòü, âîçìîæíî ðàçäåëèòü íà îáùèå è ñïåöèôè÷åñêèå. Îáùèå ïðî-
áëåìû è çàäà÷è îòíîñÿòñÿ êî âñåé ñèñòåìå âûñøåãî îáðàçîâàíèÿ Ïîëüøè, â ñâîþ î÷åðåäü,
ñïåöèôè÷åñêèå, â îñíîâíîì, îáó ñëîâëåíû íåèçìåííîñòüþ íîðìàòèâíîãî ðåãóëèðîâàíèÿ
è îòíîñèòåëüíî êîðîòêèì ñðîêîì ôóíêöèîíèðîâàíèÿ ãîñóäàðñòâåííûõ øêîë âûñøåãî
ïðîôåññèîíàëüíîãî îáðàçîâàíèÿ â ñèñòåìå âûñøåãî îáðàçîâàíèÿ Ïîëüøè. Îñíîâíûå
ïðîáëåìû è çàäà÷è, íåñîìíåííî, îòíîñÿòñÿ ê óõóäøåíèþ äåìîãðàôè÷åñêîé ñèòóàöèè è
âîïðîñàì ôèíàíñèðîâàíèÿ. Ñïåöèôè÷åñêèå ïðîáëåìû è çàäà÷è îòíîñÿòñÿ ê íåîáõîäè-
ìîñòè â ïðîöåññå îáó÷åíèÿ ñ áîëåå ÿðêî âûðàæåííûì ïðàêòè÷åñêèì óêëîíîì, óâåëè÷å-
íèþ êîëè÷åñòâà àêàäåìè÷åñêîãî ïåðñîíàëà çàíÿòîãî òîëüêî â îäíîé øêîëå, ðàçâèòèþ
ìåæäóíàðîäíîãî ñîòðóäíè÷åñòâà è ïðèâëå÷åíèþ çàðóáåæíûõ ñòóäåíòîâ, ïðåäëîæåíèþ
âòîðîãî öèêëà îáó÷åíèÿ, ïðèâëå÷åíèþ äîïîëíèòåëüíîãî ôèíàíñèðîâàíèÿ è îïòèìèçà-
öèè èçäåðæåê, âçàèìíîé êîíêóðåíöèè ñðåäè øêîë. Îñíîâíîå âíèìàíèå â ñòàòüå óäåëÿåòñÿ
ñïåöèôè÷åñêèì ïðîáëåìàì è çàäà÷àì ãîñóäàðñòâåííîãî âûñøåãî ïðîôåññèîíàëüíîãî
îáðàçîâàíèÿ. Ðàçìûøëåíèÿ, ïðåäñòàâëåííûå â äàííîé ñòàòüå, èñõîäÿò èç çíàíèé, íàáëþ-
äåíèé è îïûòà àâòîðà íà ïðîòÿæåíèè áîëåå ÷åì äâàäöàòèëåòíåé ðàáîòû â ñåêòîðå ãîñó-
äàðñòâåííîãî âûñøåãî ïðîôåññèîíàëüíîãî îáðàçîâàíèÿ.

Êëþ÷åâûå ñëîâà: âûñøåå ïðîôåññèîíàëüíîå îáðàçîâàíèå, ãîñóäàðñòâåííûå øêîëû
âûñøåãî ïðîôåññèîíàëüíîãî îáðàçîâàíèÿ, ïðîáëåìû è çàäà÷è, ôèíàíñèðîâàíèå âûñøå-
ãî îáðàçîâàíèÿ, ïðàêòè÷åñêîå îáó÷åíèå.

1. Introduction

The idea of higher vocational education emerged in Poland already in the 19th
century, but it had to wait for its realisation over 100 years (Grzybowski 2010, p. 28).
Only in the 1960s, as a result of the fast growth of social educational aspirations,
there was the development of higher vocational schools which started to serve as an
alternative for traditional higher education institutions, which have always been
constituted by universities (Pachociñski 2004, p. 9). The development of vocational
studies was regarded as a chance for the quick restoration of higher education in
post-war Poland, and, at the same time, it was stressed that studies should be shortened,
considering it necessary for economic and social reasons (Kowalska 2013, p. 38). The
result of the introduced legislative changes was expanding higher vocational education
on a large scale, which, on the one hand, allowed meeting the demands for highly
qualified staff, but on the other, it negatively affected the quality of education because
of significant staff shortages in many higher schools and tendencies to use school
teaching methods (Tymowski 1975). Turning to less distant times, it must be emph-
asised that significant changes in the field of higher vocational education in Poland
took place at the beginning of 1990s, that is, in the new socio-economic and political
reality.
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The aim of the paper is to attempt to outline the key problems and challenges
facing the sector of public higher vocational education in Poland, which at present
comprises 33 state schools of higher vocational education that is higher schools
operating in smaller towns, usually playing the role of subregional centres.

In the author’s opinion, the problems which these schools have to deal with, and
challenges facing them, can be divided into general, that is the same as with reference
to the whole higher education system in Poland (undoubtedly it is demographic decline
and financing issues), and specific, that is the ones, which are conditioned mainly by
the abiding legal regulations and relatively short presence of state schools of higher
vocational education in Polish system of higher education. The considerations presented
in the paper are the effect of the author’s knowledge, observation and experience
gained throughout almost 20 years of functioning in the sector of higher vocational
education in Poland (1).

The paper is structured as follows: the second chapter presents the characteristics
of higher vocational education, third chapter deals with general problems and chal-
lenges facing higher vocational education, fourth chapter focuses on specific problems
and challenges facing higher vocational education, and the fifth chapter concludes
the paper.

2. The characteristics of higher vocational education (2)

Establishing at the turn of the 20th to the 21st century state schools of higher
vocational education, partly based on the German system (Mosakowski 2002, p.187),
was associated with the process of system transformation of Poland and building new
administrative and structural model of Poland (Bajerski 2009, p. 136). The adminis-
trative reform of Poland came into force in 1999, undoubtedly it enhanced the process
of creating these schools – as they were to constitute a compensation for the cities
which had lost their status of regional capitals following the reform, by creating
potential opportunities for the development of culturally active centres in local com-
munities (Draus 2008, p. 23). However, the main reasons for establishing state schools
of higher vocational education in Polish higher education system were, on the one
hand, the need to increase low enrolment ratio on tertiary level which impeded regional
development process, and on the other, implementing the rule of equal educational
opportunities by bringing studies closer to the less wealthy secondary education
graduates, especially young people from small towns for whom for various reasons
large academic centres were unavailable (Winnicki 2008, p. 34). Other significant
grounds which underpin the establishment of state schools of higher vocational
education are: demographic decline, relatively lower costs of studying in mid-size
towns, satisfying the aspirations of local communities to create higher schools and
educate local intellectual elite, promoting mid-size towns, bringing out the hidden
intellectual potential in local communities and building academic traditions. It must
be stressed here that most state schools of higher vocational education were established
thanks to the efforts and endeavours of self-government authorities and local organis-
ations (Pyra 2014, p. 134).
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The discussed schools were established on the basis of the Act of 26 June 1997 on
Higher Vocational Schools (The Act of 26 June 1997 on Higher Vocational Schools,
Journal of Laws of 1997, No 96, item 590), which created conditions for the develop-
ment of higher vocational education on the Bachelor’s degree and engineering level.
Currently, their functioning, as well as all higher education institutions in Poland, is
regulated by the Law on Higher Education of 27 July 2005 (The Act of 27 July 2005
Law on Higher Education. Official Journal of Laws of 2005, No 164, item 1365, as
amended). In accordance with its provisions, higher vocational school is an establish-
ment providing first cycle, second cycle or long cycle programmes, which does not
have the authority to confer the degree of doctor (article 2, section 1, items 23). State
schools of higher vocational education are spread out throughout Poland quite evenly,
namely in 15 out of 16 voivodships. It must be stressed here that only one state school
of higher vocational education is located in a city which is currently the capital of the
voivodship where public university-type higher education institutions exist, while as
many as 25 are located in the cities which lost their status of regional capital in 1999.

Typically, state schools of higher vocational education are based in cities with a
population over 100 thousand inhabitants. In academic year 2015/2016, there operated
36 state schools of higher vocational education, which constituted almost 9% of all
higher education institutions in Poland and over 27% of public higher education
institutions (currently, as of 1 September 2017, there are 33 higher schools of this
type). In these higher schools studied 62.7 thousand students, who constituted 4.5%
of students of all higher education institutions in Poland and 5.8% of students of
public higher education institutions. At the same time, these schools employed almost
7.4 thousand people, which constituted 4.3% of employers of all higher education
institutions in Poland and 4.8% of employers of public higher education institutions.
The discussed schools undoubtedly contributed to the increase in the overall level of
social education, which is confirmed by the number of their graduates, which in 2015
exceeded 304.1 thousand people.

3. General problems and challenges facing higher vocational education

The demographic decline, which increasingly negatively affects the enrolment
ratio in Polish higher education institutions, also affects state schools of higher
vocational education. In 2011–2015 the number of students of these schools dropped
every year by about 5–6 thousand people (about 7%), which generated the drop from
82.4 thousand people in 2011 to 62.7 thousand people in 2015, that is, by almost
25%. However, the drop was significantly greater with reference to part-time studies
(total by 50%) as compared to full-time studies (total by 12%). Obviously, the
situation, additionally compounded by the need to clearly separate funding both forms
of studies, causes that each year there grows the number of state schools of higher
vocational education which abandon running part-time studies, leaving this segment
of educational market to non-public schools of higher education.

It is important that, in the recent years, almost all discussed higher schools obtained
modern hard, teaching, and often, scientific infrastructure, which, taking into account
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the asset which is the nearness of the higher schools and lower costs of studying,
causes that the decrease of students of first-cycle studies is relatively smaller as com-
pared to university-type higher education institutions (Draus 2014, p. 34). In the
author’s opinion, the decrease in the number of students of state schools of higher
vocational education, affected by the demographic decline, is not significant for one
more reason. Demographic problems are accompanied by economic crisis. Young
people from poorer families often cannot afford to study in large academic centres. In
these circumstances, the discussed higher schools fulfill a social function as they reduce
the risk of excluding the aforementioned youth, who, thanks to better education, have
a chance of a better life.

There could be lengthy discussions and considerations over the issue of financing
state schools of higher vocational education, as well as financing the whole system of
higher education in Poland. Apart from the issue, which comes up from time to time
in political debate and in academic environment, and which concerns the possibility
of financing the discussed schools by regional and local self-governments, it must be
signalled that with regard to underfunding of Polish higher education institutions,
there are sometimes opinions calling into question the reasonability of financing, and
in this way maintaining state schools of higher vocational education.

For example, D. Antonowicz (2007) claims that contribution of these higher schools
to scientific development is marginal, education level leaves much to be desired, and
their upkeep costs take up part of the funds allocated to higher education. As a result,
in his opinion, financing state schools of higher vocational education causes dispersal
of allocation of limited budgetary funds, which prevents the development of other
higher education institutions. It is hard to disagree with the argument that financing
state schools of higher vocational education causes fragmentation of the funds allocated
to higher education in Poland. On the other hand, it must be taken into consideration
that the funds from the state budget for the discussed higher schools constitute barely
4.9% of the total funds allocated to Polish higher education institutions (GUS 2016,
p. 195). Discussing the question of financing state schools of higher vocational educ-
ation, it is worth noting that the schools are entitled to conversion factor 1.4 for
students of practical profile (Regulation of the Minister of Science and Higher
Education of 27 March 2015 on division of funds from the state budget for public
and non-public higher education institutions, Journal of Laws of 2015, item 463, as
amended). Such a solution under determining the level of the grant is fully justified as
it takes into consideration higher costs of running practical profile studies. Another
question is the way of providing grants (the same with reference to all higher education
institutions in Poland), which does not have the form of administrative decision, which
therefore not only prevents higher schools from appealing but also from taking legal
action. In the opinion of some higher schools’ authorities, the legal form of adminis-
trative decision would be a test and a guarantee of, on the one hand, fulfilling by the
Ministry of Science and Higher Education the legal provisions towards particular
higher schools, and on the other, a more effective realisation of the statutory tasks
and duties imposed on the higher schools.
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4. Specific problems and challenges facing higher vocational education

In the author’s opinion, the most important specific problems and challenges
facing state schools of higher vocational education are: making the educational process
more practical as a result of running only practical profile studies, aiming to increase
the share of academic teachers working in the place of primary employment (that is
employed in only one higher education institution), developing international cooper-
ation and obtaining foreign students, offering second-cycle studies, conducting scientific
research, obtaining additional sources of financing and optimising operating costs. It
is also significant that state schools of higher vocational education compete for funds
in the form of grants from the state budget, and they have increasingly different
developmental goals and aspirations. Furthermore, recently, the subject of lively debates
in academic environment became the prospect of liquidating some of them – particularly
the smallest ones, with a small number of students. These issues are discussed further
in the paper.

Since their establishment, state schools of higher vocational education have been
functioning in dynamic legal environment, which has its consequences for the education
process. If the Act on Schools of Higher Vocational Education of 26 June 1997 (The
Act of 26 June 1997 on Higher Vocational Schools, Journal of Laws of 1997, No 96,
item 590) distinguished the process of vocational training, then the following legislative
changes standardized education on first-cycle studies in academic and vocational higher
education institutions. In the face of current legislative changes, state schools of higher
vocational education are returning to the roots. The Amendment to the Law on Higher
Education which took place in 2014 (The Act of 11 July 2014 on the Amendment to
the Law on Higher Education and several other laws, Journal of Laws of 2014, item
1198), obliged these higher schools to conduct practical profile studies. Currently,
the legal provisions specify that these are studies including “modules of classes focused
on the acquisition of practical skills and social competences, while practical courses
shaping these skills and competences, including skills obtained during workshops run
by people with professional experience gained outside the higher education institution
constitute more than half of the curriculum determined in ECTS credits”. The exper-
ience state schools of higher vocational education have at the moment indicates that
introducing practical profile studies meant the necessity to make many changes in the
organisation of education with reference to intended learning outcomes, study prog-
rammes and the education process itself.

Making education more practical involved, in particular, taking the following
actions: consulting curricula with external stakeholders including the intended learning
outcomes and study programmes; formalising the cooperation with socio-economic
entities of the school environment by signing appropriate agreements; increasing in
the education process the share of people with professional experience gained outside
higher education institution; increasing in study programmes the number of
apprenticeships and practical courses; decreasing the size of student groups of practical
courses; increasing the role of project-based learning during practical courses; realising
some subjects in conditions typical for the student’s future professional activity;
introducing an obligation to prepare practical diploma theses (Zimny 2014).
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The changes in the education organisation aiming to make the studies more
practical, naturally lead to the increase in the cost of the learning process. One reason
for that growth is increasing in curricula the share of practical courses, which are
conducted in smaller student groups. Another significant reason is engagement in the
education process of people having professional experience gained outside the higher
education institution and conducting some courses in conditions typical for the students’
future professional activity. Both situations involve the necessity to bear significant
costs – paying the staff of “practitioners”, whose financial expectations are often
higher than those of academic teachers and organising workshops and training in out-
door units conducted in very small groups and supervised by an experienced employee
of the relevant company or institution, being in a sense a mentor for students. However,
conducting practical profile studies does not only involve risks arising from the increase
in educating costs including personnel costs. It also means facilities and opportunities
for state schools of higher vocational education conducting such studies arising from
abiding legal provisions. Firstly, which was mentioned before, while determining the
level of grants from the state budget for state schools of higher vocational education,
the converting factor 1.4 is used with reference to students of practical profile studies
(for the remaining students the converting factor amounts to 1.0). Secondly, in accord-
ance with the provisions of the Act it is possible, basically, to replace in the minimum
staff resources the professor or a person with post-doctoral degree with two doctors,
and a doctor – with two holders of a master’s degree, with these persons having
considerable professional experience gained in the appropriate field outside the higher
education institution. From the point of view of the discussed higher schools, it should
be considered vital that the aforementioned persons can be included in the minimum
staff resources in case of their employment on a part-time basis, precisely, on at least
1/4 time basis. In the author’s opinion, such a solution considerably facilitates func-
tioning of higher schools conducting practical profile studies, and, first and foremost,
it can contribute to reducing personnel costs in these schools.

Nowadays, it is significant, when learning process is linked with workplace (for
example, Tarábková 2014). Despite transforming their fields of studies into practical
profile by state schools of higher vocational education, and also quite frequent attempts
to introduce, with greater or lesser success, dual studies, within which students combine
learning at schools with professional work in companies cooperating with the school,
there are also critical opinions on these schools. A. Jajszczyk (2013) turns attention to
the fact that these higher schools do not fulfil their purpose as education carried out
there is too academic, and study programmes are poorly correlated with the needs of
economy and public institutions in the regions where they operate.

Classes in state schools of higher vocational education are often run by secondary
employment university teachers who duplicate their theory-oriented lectures, instead
of “practitioners” with considerable professional experience. Furthermore, in his
opinion, the weakness of these schools is the fact that they try to copy and pretend to
be university type higher education institutions instead of focusing on their appropriate
tasks. Obviously, these objections have a point. However, it must be taken into account
that as a result of the subsequent legal changes after 2005, state schools of higher
vocational education have been obliged to provide the so called minimum staff resources
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on the conducted courses of study which had to include professors or persons holding
post-doctoral degree and persons with post-doctoral degree and doctors who are
usually employees of university type higher education institutions. Employing practit-
ioners with master’s degree to run practical courses was also possible but they could
not be included in the aforementioned minimum staff resources. Only the latest amend-
ments to the Act provided for the option. The education process in state schools of
higher vocational education is gradually changing, basically, it is returning to its roots.
In the author’s opinion, the paramount benefit of running practical profile studies by
the discussed state schools of higher vocational education, despite many problems
and costs, should be better preparation of their graduates to access the labour market.
The first results of monitoring graduates’ professional career published by the Ministry
of Science and Higher Education show that the graduates of state schools of higher
vocational education earn more and find employment more quickly than those who
complete the worst university type higher education institutions, coming lowest in
different kinds of rankings.

A significant challenge facing state schools of higher vocational education is
teaching staff structure based on place of employment. In 2013, these schools were
the place of primary employment for merely 52% of the teaching staff employed by
them, which means that such a share of persons did not work in other higher schools.
The discussed schools have become to a certain extent less staff-dependent on university
type higher education institutions. However, if this independence is noticeable in the
group of doctors, then, in the group of professors the persons employed in secondary
place of employment (that is, working additionally in another higher education instit-
ution) still constitute a considerable share. In the author’s opinion, increasing the
share of academic teachers working in their primary place of employment and, in this
way having own teaching staff is extremely important for several reasons. Firstly, in
recent years, university type higher schools institutions have been transforming from
the position of cooperation and giving consent to supplementary employment of their
teaching staff to the position of competition for students. Rectors of universities less
and less frequently agree to give consent to supplementary employment undertaken
by their teaching staff. In these circumstances, state schools of higher vocational educ-
ation may come up against serious problems with providing the aforementioned mini-
mum staff resources for particular study courses. Secondly, it is basically hard to
expect serious engagement in the matters of higher vocational schools from the teaching
staff for whom these schools are supplementary place of employment (and income).
Thirdly, the legal changes introduced in the recent years make employing teaching
staff on supplementary place of employment basis less and less profitable. Academic
teachers for whom the higher vocational schools are not a place of primary employment
are included in calculating the staff component of the basic grant with the use of con-
verting factor 0.6 (for teachers employed on the primary place of employment basis
the converting factor is 1.0). Fourthly, having ones own teaching staff allows including
some teachers in the minimum staff resources of two study courses, which in this way
allows expanding the educational offer (establishing and launching new degree courses)
without a significant increase in personnel costs. Finally, fifthly, in the light of new
legal provisions, starting from the academic year 2018/2019, the minimum staff resources
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for the degree courses of first-cycle practical profile studies will only include academic
teachers employed on the place of primary employment basis (Regulation of the
Minister of Science and Higher Education of 26 September 2016 on the conditions of
conducting studies, Journal of Laws of 2016, item 1596, § 9 act 2).

State schools of higher vocational education try to develop international
cooperation and obtain foreign students. Till academic year 2013/2014, the cooperation
was, to a large extent, implemented within the framework of the Erasmus programme,
and since 2014/2015 it has been carried out under the Erasmus + programme. The
benefits of international exchange of students, academic and administrative staff are
obvious and there is no need to list them here. The best evidence for the great import-
ance attached to international contacts by the analyzed schools is the fact that all of
them currently participate in the aforementioned programme, having the Erasmus
card entitling them to apply for education mobility funds in higher education. The
scale of cooperation with foreign higher education institutions is shown in the number
of mobilities carried out in academic year 2013/2014 that is the last year of the Erasmus
programme. The number of students of state schools of higher vocational education
participating in the international exchange is systematically growing. The most popular
destinations for studying are: Turkey, Portugal, Spain and Germany, while in the case
of practical training: Spain, Greece and Germany. When it comes to teachers going
abroad to conduct classes, the most frequently chosen destinations are universities in
Slovakia, Spain, Turkey and Germany. Analyzing the structure of foreign students
and teachers visiting state schools of higher vocational education, it can be noticed
that there prevail citizens of Turkey. In general, the discussed schools, as well as all
higher schools in Poland, have limited opportunities to attract foreign students from
wide range of countries and, particularly, from the so called “old European Union
countries”. Therefore, it is a significant challenge for the state schools of higher vocat-
ional education to obtain foreign students not only from those countries that already
have high interest as for example Turkey (in the case of pursuing part of their studies
abroad) or Belarus and Ukraine (in the case of pursuing full studies in Poland), but
also from other countries. This challenge seems to be particularly important in the
light of the aforementioned demographic decline affecting Polish higher education
institutions.

The Act on Schools of Higher Vocational Education of 26 June 1997 (The Act of
26 June 1997 on Higher Vocational Schools, Journal of Laws of 1997, No 96, item
590) restricted conducting education by these schools only to vocational studies (first
cycle) and, in this way, to conferring graduates the degree of bachelor or engineer.
Running Master’s degree studies (second cycle) by higher vocational schools was
enabled by the Law on Higher Education of 27 July 2005. State schools of higher
vocational education started to take this opportunity quite quickly. With each passing
year, second-cycle studies were offered and run by the growing number of state schools
of higher vocational education. In academic year 2015/2016, there were 18 of them,
which constitutes the half of this type of schools. On 30 November 2015 there were
altogether 4.7 thousand students of these studies in state schools of higher vocational
education. Running second-cycle studies by the discussed higher schools raises certain
controversies, among representatives of university type higher education institutions
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as well as the Ministry of Science and Higher Education. Critics claim that state
schools of higher vocational education should only run first-cycle studies (not to
mention postgraduate studies and other forms of lifelong learning), clearly oriented
towards the needs of economic units and other regional institutions. Bachelor’s or
engineering studies should enable students to take up professional work, and, in the
case of especially talented and motivated persons, enable them to continue education
on second-cycle studies in university type higher education institutions (Jajszczyk 2013,
p. 221). Such views are shared by some rectors of the discussed schools, who are of
the opinion that these schools should focus mainly on enhancing practical aspects of
education and not on applying for authorisation to run second-cycle studies.

In the author’s opinion, in the environment of state schools of higher vocational
education there can be observed a certain dilemma. On the one hand, the authorities
of many higher schools are aware what role these schools should play in Polish educ-
ation system running first-cycle studies, for which they were founded, on the other
hand, they fear they remaining on the sixth level of education (ISCED 6) may, in the
near future, depreciate the importance of these schools, and may even, as a result of
introducing a new law, restrict the education possibilities only to the fifth level of
education (ISCED 5). This solution is being discussed more and more often – so far in
the context of new opportunities for state schools of higher vocational education.
Launching second-cycle studies by state schools of higher vocational education is
therefore regarded as a kind of “forward escape”, and, at the same time, the way to
compensate for the decline of students of bachelor’s degree and engineering studies
with students of master’s degree studies. And although running second-cycle studies
by these schools somewhat goes against logic and values that guided the establishment
of this type of schools, the tendencies all over Poland and perceived system confusion
in higher education sector in Poland, as well as in most countries of Central and Eastern
Europe (Kwiek 2015, p. 16) cause that more and more state schools of higher vocational
education go along with the mainstream of the ongoing phenomena. It seems that the
question asked currently by rectors of many schools of higher vocational education is
not: “should we provide and run master’s degree studies?”, but: “which master’s
degree courses should we offer and run to provide the sufficient number of candidates?”

Another challenge facing state schools of higher vocational education, which is
worth signalling, is conducting scientific research. Although higher education instit-
utions running only practical profile studies are not obliged to conduct scientific research
and development work as well as provide research services and conduct the transfer
of technology to the economy, still many of them take the trouble institutionalising
the discussed field of activity and applying for, quite often successfully, obtaining
scientific categories. J. Draus (2014) is of the opinion that conducting scientific research
has a fundamental meaning not only for the development of the discussed schools,
but also for the development of cities, subregions and regions where these schools
operate. On the one hand, conducting scientific research allows obtaining academic
degrees by their own staff, on the other, this research could be associated with social
and economic needs of their environment. An important argument for conducting
research is also the fact that many state schools of higher vocational education have
recently obtained modern material base with well-organized and well-equipped science
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laboratories. It would be mismanagement if these laboratories served only for the
purposes of educating students. The demand of scientific research is becoming nowa-
days the necessity of the further development of state schools of higher vocational
education and fulfilling by them social functions for their cities, subregions and regions.
Additionally, in scientific literature education is considered as factor that stimulates
labour markets to adapt to modern changes also at regional level (e.g. Ðipilova 2014)
and presence of institutions of vocational education and training in regions is important
for their economic activity as well (for example, see Ðipilova et al. (2016) for the case
of small municipalities in Latvia).

In the face of the demographic decline, and taking into consideration that grants
from the state budget for learning activity constitute over 75% of overall revenue of
state schools of higher vocational education, these schools currently face the necessity
to obtain additional sources of financing and to optimise operating costs. Analysing
total revenue of public higher education institutions in Poland, in which the aforemen-
tioned grant does not exceed 60%, while about 15% is constituted by revenues from
research activities, the new sources of financing for state schools of higher vocational
education could be sought in statutory activity grants, funds for implementation of
projects financed by the National Research and Development Centre and the National
Centre for Science, sources for financing scientific cooperation with the foreign
countries and sales of other research and development work and services. However,
taking into consideration that scientific activity in most state schools of higher vocat-
ional education is at an early stage, obtaining the aforementioned sources, to a greater
extent, is highly unlikely in the nearest future. Easier to obtain seem to be European
funds – especially that the discussed schools already have experience in implementing
the EU projects and the financial envelope available for the schools during the prog-
ramming period 2014–2020 is significant. Particular attention should be paid to the
Operational Programme Knowledge Education Development, and precisely priority
axis III “Higher Education for the Economy and Development”, within which there
are envisioned four activities addressed to higher education institutions and other
entities providing higher education. Apart from seeking additional sources of financing,
state schools of higher vocational education are forced to rationalise their operating
costs. The most obvious direction of this rationalisation are personnel costs, which,
as it was mentioned before, constitute 78% of total costs. The more and more frequently
used practice is therefore employing under a contract of employment only the academic
teachers who are included in the minimum staff resources with the dissolution of the
employment agreement with the teachers, for whom the discussed schools are not the
place of primary employment, and also outsourcing of security and cleaning services.

Many rectors of state schools of higher vocational education frequently emphasise
that the schools do not compete with one another because of their geographic location.
This claim, however, is not fully justified, Admittedly, the distance between particular
schools usually amounts to several dozen kilometres, so it goes beyond the abilities of
daily commuting for most young people, among whom there are students of the dis-
cussed schools, however, it must be noticed that in the case of some state schools of
higher vocational education the distance does not exceed 40 kilometres. However,
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more important than competing for students, is competing for financial sources provided
in the form of grants from the state budget. These schools annually share the financial
envelope of budget funds allocated to them and determined by the Ministry of Science
and Higher Education This means that the funds distribution algorithm functions
within the aforementioned envelope, which in 2015 amounted to PLN 624.7 million.
In other words, a bigger grant for one schools means a smaller grant for another. Such
a solution inevitably forces competition among the discussed schools, which make
efforts to obtain more students as compared with other higher schools of this type,
through, among other things, launching second-cycle studies. In the author’s opinion,
this situation, conditioned by systemic solutions, may unfortunately lead to undesirable
phenomena, particularly, to decreasing education level and further depreciation of
the professional Master’s title.

The sector of state higher vocational education in Poland ceases to be homogeneous.
Although the indications of establishing state schools of higher vocational education
were the same, and currently the legal framework of their functioning is also the same,
their current development objectives and aspirations are becoming increasingly different.
It is manifested in the notations included in development strategies of these schools,
as well as activities undertaken in the recent years. Part of the analyzed schools places
clear emphasis on academism and scientific research, while others aim to make the
education process more practical by implementing dual studies. Some experts dealing
with higher education issues and providing higher schools with consulting services
stress that they are observing with optimism the shaping of educational offer and
development planning by state schools of higher vocational education – especially
that most of these schools do it very carefully together with conducting market research
at the same time. In their opinion, these schools, are able to combine successfully
academism with their original mission and function they were to fulfil. They are no
longer an intermediate stage for academic staff. A big chance for their development
are Professional Doctorates for Industry, which are being increasingly discussed, and
which naturally fit in this type of schools.

As it was mentioned before, all higher education institutions in Poland, including
state schools of higher vocational education are, to a greater or lesser degree, affected
by the deepening demographic decline. The decreasing number of candidates for studies
undoubtedly puts in the most difficult situation the smallest higher education institution
that is the ones with the smallest number of students. Those, among state schools of
higher vocational education, which tackle the aforementioned problem to the greatest
extent, are from time to time mentioned in the academic environment as the higher
schools, which are to be liquidated or taken over by bigger university type higher
education institutions. A lively discussion in this matter was initiated in September
2016 together with the Ministry of Science and Higher Education plans concerning
the liquidation of one of them, and finally merging it with a larger higher education
institution. The discussion was fostered by the legal changes introduced with the
Amendment to the Law of 2016, which authorized the minister to submit a proposal
to liquidate state schools of higher vocational education. The prospect of liquidating
state schools of higher vocational education is widely commented on by rectors of
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these schools and in the Polish press. In the author’s opinion, this prospect is by all
means possible. It is hard to expect that in the period of seeking budgetary savings,
the Ministry of Science and Higher Education will eagerly allocate grants to the
functioning of higher education institutions with just a few hundred students.

5. Conclusion

Summing up the considerations concerning problems and challenges facing higher
vocational education in Poland, it must be stressed that schools belonging to this sector
have been continuously changing. The changes in the higher education organisation
are obviously essential, since in the dynamic world the function of science, education
and teaching is changing rapidly, causing the necessity to seek new, better and better
organisational and legal solutions. As long as they are not confirmed or devalued by
experience, they are, to a large extent, experimental. Unfortunately, it gives a distinct
impression that the source of the changeability is, to a large extent, the instrumental
treatment of state schools of higher vocational education by the government authorities
and legislature and the lack of long-term plans for their functioning and tasks. However,
it does not change the fact that the discussed schools, taking care of proper education
quality, which is confirmed by the effects of work of The Polish Accreditation Com-
mittee, that is an independent institution acting to assure and improve the quality of
education in Polish higher education institutions, demonstrate at the same time con-
siderable cost-efficiency, evidenced, to a certain extent, by the relatively low unit cost
per student and flexibility of their functioning which is manifested in their effective
reformability and relatively quick adjustment of education to the regional and local
needs. Higher vocational education is undoubtedly in line with the overall Polish higher
education system, but its influence on the development of competitive and innovative
economy is still quite limited. Until recently, state schools of higher vocational education
did not have a proper research base, which made it impossible to build integrated
triangles of “knowledge-education-innovations”, facilitating the transfer of knowledge
and innovation from higher education institutions to companies through permanent
link between scientific research and educating students and economic entities operating
in the region, and particularly small and mid-size enterprises.

Note:
(1) Artur Zimny – PhD in economics, an academic teacher at the State University of Applied
Sciences in Konin (Poland). Author and co-author of many scientific publications devoted to
socio-economic development, financial management of local government units and the problems
and challenges of higher vocational education. Initiator and research coordinator in several
projects implemented in cooperation with local self-governments, business environment instit-
utions and non-governmental organizations. In the years 2011–2015 he was the dean of the
faculty and from 2015 he is the vice-rector for education at the State University of Applied
Sciences in Konin. In the years 2006–2013, he cooperated with the Regional Development
Agency in Konin as an inspector of trainings, courses and post-graduate studies co-financed
from the European Social Fund. From 2015 he is a member of the Council of Konin Chamber
of Commerce and a member of the Consultative Council for Economic Affairs of Konin City.



Sociâlo Zinâtòu Vçstnesis   2017   236

(2) The information presented in second part of this paper was prepared by the author for the
expertise “State Schools of Higher Vocational Education – state de lege lata and de lege ferenda”.
The place of State Schools of Higher Vocational Education in higher education system in the
context of the debate on the form of the Law 2.0” which was developed for the Conference of
Rectors of Public Vocational Schools (KRePSZ), and then, in the first quarter of 2017, it was
submitted to the Ministry of Science and Higher Education in connection with the works on
the new law on higher education.

Bibliography

Antonowicz D. (2007) Marble Open-Air Museum. The Academic Forum, 3, pp. 41–45.
Bajerski A. (2009) Spatial Decentralisation of Public Higher Education in Sweden – Intentions
and the Real Effects. Science and Higher Education, 33, 1, pp. 135–143.
Draus J. (2008) The Place of State Schools of Higher Vocational Education in the Polish
System of Higher Education. In Gruchaùa, J.S. (ed.) Successful Decade. State Schools of Higher
Vocational Education in Poland 1998–2008., pp. 22–28. Ciechanów-Krosno.
Draus J. (2014) State Schools of Higher Vocational Education from their 15th Anniversary
Perspective. In Adamowicz, M. (ed.) State Schools of Higher Vocational Education in Poland.
The Achievements. The Current State. The Prospects, pp. 33–36, Biala Podlaska: Pope John
Paul II State School of Higher Education in Biala Podlaska Publishing.
Central Statistical Office (GUS). (2016) Higher Schools and their Finances in 2015. Warsaw.

Grzybowski R. (2010) Pedagogical Universities in 1946–1956. Torun: Adam Marszalek
Publishing.
Jajszczyk A. (2013) Polish Higher Education Institutions – Time for Quality. In Woênicki, J.
(ed.) The Mission and Servitude of the University of the 21st Century, pp. 218–226. Warsaw:
Institute of Knowledge Society, Polish Rectors Foundation.
Kowalska E. (2013) Change in Higher Education. Case Study. Krakow: Impuls Publishing.
Kwiek M. (2015) The University in the Times of Change. The Institution and Academic Staff
under Growing Competition.  Warsaw: PWN.
Mosakowski R. (2002) Higher Education in the European Union Countries. Gdansk: Gdañsk
University of Technology Publishing.
Pachociñski R. (2004) Policy Orientations of Higher Education in the World.  Warsaw: Educ-
ational Research Institute.
Pyra M. (2014) State Schools of Higher Vocational Education as an Element of Higher Education
System. In Adamowicz, M. (ed.) State Schools of Higher Vocational Education in Poland. The
Achievements. The Current State. The Prospects, pp. 125–142, Biaùa Podlaska: Pope John
Paul II State School of Higher Education in Biala Podlaska Publishing.

Regulation of the Minister of Science and Higher Education of 27 March 2015 on division of
funds from the state budget for public and non-public higher education institutions, Journal
of Laws of 2015, item 463, as amended.
Regulation of the Minister of Science and Higher Education of 26 September 2016 on the
conditions of conducting studies, Journal of Laws of 2016, item 1596, § 9 act 2.
Ðipilova V., Jermolajeva E., Ostrovska I., Aleksejeva L., Oïehnoviès D. (2016) Assessing presence
of institutions of vocational education as factor contributing to economic activity in small
municipalities. Turkish Online Journal of Educational Technology (TOJET) , Special Issue for
INTE 2016, November 2016, pp. 326–335.



A. Zimny. Problems and Challenges Facing Higher Vocational Education in Poland 37

Ðipilova V. (2014) Does education contribute to ‘desirable’ structural change in labour market
in Latvia? Experience of regional policy and searching for innovative trends. EDULEARN14
Proceedings, pp. 1712–1720.
Tarábková L. (2014) Model of motivating linked-up with education. Entrepreneurship and
Sustainability Issues, 2(1), pp. 12–18. http://dx.doi.org/10.9770/jesi.2014.2.1(2)
Tymowski J. (1975) The Organisation of Higher Education in Poland. Warsaw: PWN.
The Act of 26 June 1997 on Higher Vocational Schools, Journal of Laws of 1997, No 96, item
590.
The Act of 27 July 2005 Law on Higher Education. Official Journal of Laws of 2005, No 164,
item 1365, as amended.
The Act of 11 July 2014 on the Amendment to the Law on Higher Education and several other
laws, Journal of Laws of 2014, item 1198.
Winnicki T. (2008) A Tough Delivery and Difficult Upbringing of State Schools of Higher
Vocational Education – Non-institutional Impressions. In Gruchaùa, J.S. (ed.) A Successful
decade. State Schools of Higher Vocational Education in Poland 1998–2008, pp. 29–34,
Ciechanow-Krosno.
Zimny A. (2014) Legal, Organisational and Financial Aspects of Conducting Practical Profile
of Studies. In Grzesiak, J. (ed.) Evaluation and Innovation in Education. Evaluation of the
Education Quality Improvement, pp. 331–343. Kalisz-Konin: UAM in Poznan Publishing
and PWSZ in Konin Publishing.



38

E K O N O M I K A

Ioannis Vidakis, Georgios Baltos, Janis Balodis

GEOPOLITICS OF ENERGY VERSUS
GEOENERGY OF POLITICS

This study focuses on the significance of energy resources, supply networks and security,
recognizing their key role in the analysis and interpretation of national and international politics
and economics. Furthermore, the pursuit of ensuring guaranteed availability of oil and natural
gas in the desirable quantities is gradually expected to play a pivotal role in the foreign policies
and priorities of all the countries on the planet, especially those of the “Great Powers” having
increased dependence on hydrocarbons. Due to the consequent high stakes of energy security,
governments and businesses are strategically required to focus on and cope with rivalries as
well as partnerships on a national, multinational and global scale. This development has led
authors to revise the assessments of “Geopolitics” and “Geoeconomics” and look for a successful
substitute approach. In the paper authors continue to discuss about own proposed new term
and concept of “Geoenergy” (Geoenergeia), justifying the added value of a respective approach.
“Geoenergy” acknowledges the existence of international approaches, like “Geopolitics” and
“Geoeconomics” do, and even more, it may essentially be a tool searching for the main causes
behind political and economic decisions, which are usually triggered by long lasting conflicts
around the control of scarce energy resources. Additionally, the approach “Geoenergy” emph-
asizes the energy power as a factor that contributes considerably to establishing the dominant
countries and utilising their capacities over long historical periods in the world power system.
The new approach “Geonergy” applies mainly when a “Great Power” has a deficit in energy
resources and is energy-dependent.

Keywords: energy resources, Geopolitics, Geoeconomics, Geoenergy (Geoenergeia), energy
policy, energy security, Middle East.

Enerìijas ìeopolitika salîdzinâjumâ ar ìeoenerìijas politiku

Pçtîjums koncentrç uzmanîbu uz energoresursu, sagâdes tîklu un droðîbas nozîmi, izvçrtçjot
to atslçgas lomu nacionâlas un starptautiskas politikas un ekonomikas analîzç un interpretâcijâ.
Turklât, aktivitâtes, kuras ir vçrstas uz garantçtas piekïuves nodroðinâðanu naftai un gâzei
vçlamos apjomos, drîzumâ spçlçs nozîmîgu lomu starptautiskajâ politikâ un visu pasaules
valstu prioritâtçs, îpaði Lielvarâs, kuras ir palielinâjuðas savu atkarîbu no ogïûdeòraþiem. Òemot
vçrâ enerìçtiskas droðîbas jautâjumus, valdîbas un uzòçmçjdarbîbas pârstâvjiem no stratçìiska
skatu punkta jâkoncentrçjas uz sadarbîbu kâ nacionâlajâ, tâ arî starptautiskajâ lîmenî. Minçtas
tendences veicinâja autoru interesi pârskatît “Ìeopolitikas” un “Ìeoekonomikas” pieejas, kâ
arî meklçt un piedâvât jaunu pieeju. Rakstâ autori turpina diskusiju par viòu piedâvâto jaunu
terminu un jaunu pieeju “Ìeoenerìija” ( Geoenergeia), uzsverot ðis pieejas savlaicîgumu. Jaunâ
pieeja “Ìeoenerìija” atzîst starptautisku pieeju “Ìeopolitika” un “Ìeoekonomika” eksistenci.
Tomçr, pçc autoru domâm, “Ìeoenerìija” var bût vairâk veiksmîgs instruments iemeslu mek-
lçjumiem par noteiktiem politiskiem un ekonomiskiem lçmumiem, kurus pieòem ilgstoðo kon-
fliktu iespaidâ par kontroli par ierobeþotiem energoresursiem. “Ìeoenerìijas” pieeja uzsver,
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ka enerìçtika ir faktors, kas lielâ mçrâ nosaka valstu dominçjoðo stâvokli pasaules varas sadales
sistçmâ ilgstoðâ vçstures laika posmâ. Jaunâ pieeja “Ìeoenerìija” var tikt piemçrota situâcijas
analîzei, kad Lielvarai ir energoresursu deficîts un tâ ir energoatkarîga.

Atslçgas vârdi: enerìçtiskie resursi, Ìeopolitika, Ìeoekonomika, Ìeoenerìija ( Geoener-
geia), enerìçtikas politika, enerìçtikas droðîba, Tuvie Austrumi.

Ãåîïîëèòèêà ýíå ðãèè â ñðàâíåíèè ñ ãåîýíåðãèåé ïîëèòèêè

Äàííîå èññëåäîâàíèå êîíöåíòðèðó åò âíèìàíèå íà âàæíîñòè ýíåðãîðåñóðñîâ, ñåòåé
ñíàáæåíèÿ è áåçîïàñíîñòè, ðàññìàòðèâàÿ èõ êëþ÷åâóþ ðîëü â àíàëèçå è èíòåðïðåòàöèè
íàöèîíàëüíîé è ìåæäóíàðîäíîé ïîëèòèêè è ýêîíîìèêè. Áîëåå òîãî, äåÿòåëüíîñòü, íà-
ïðàâëåííàÿ íà îáåñïå÷åíèå ãàðàíòèðîâàííîãî äîñòóïà ê íåôòè è ãàçó â æåëàåìûõ îáú¸-
ìàõ, â ñêîðîì âðåìåíè áóäåò èãðàòü âàæíóþ ðîëü â ìåæäóíàðîäíîé ïîëèòèêå è ïðèîðèòå-
òàõ âñåõ ñòðàí ìèðà, îñîáåííî Âåëèêèõ Äåðæàâ, êîòîðûå óâåëè÷èëè ñâîþ çàâèñèìîñòü îò
óãëåâîäîðîäîâ. Ó ÷èòûâàÿ àêòóàëüíîñòü âîïðîñîâ ýíåðãåòè÷åñêîé áåçîïàñíîñòè, ïðàâè-
òåëüñòâà è ïðåäñòàâèòåëè áèçíåñà ñî ñòðàòåãè÷åñêîé òî÷êè çðåíèÿ äîëæíû êîíöåíòðèðî-
âàòüñÿ íà ñîòðóäíè÷åñòâå íà íàöèîíàëüíîì è ìåæäóíàðîäíîì óðîâíå. Äàííûå òåíäåíöèè
ïîáóäèëè àâòîðîâ ïåðåñìîòðåòü ïîäõîäû «Ã åîïîëèòèêè» è «Ã åîýêîíîìèêè» è èñêàòü íî-
âûé ïîäõîä. Â ñòàòüå àâòîðû ïðîäîëæàþò äèñêó ññèþ î ïðåäëîæåííîì èìè íîâîì òåðìèíå
è íîâîì ïîäõîäå «Ã åîýíåðãèÿ» ( Geoenergeia), ïîä÷¸ðêèâàÿ ñâîåâðåìåííîñòü äàííîãî ïîä-
õîäà. Íîâûé ïîäõîä «Ã åîýíåðãèÿ» ïðèçíàåò ñóùåñòâîâàíèå ìåæäóíàðîäíûõ ïîäõîäîâ, òà-
êèõ êàê «Ãåîïîëèòèêà» è «Ãåîýêîíîìèêà», íî, ïî ìíåíèþ àâòîðîâ, «Ã åîýíåðãèÿ» ìîæåò
áûòü áîëåå óñïåøíûì èíñòðóìåíòîì ïîèñêà îñíîâíûõ ïðè÷èí ïîëèòè÷åñêèõ è ýêîíîìè-
÷åñêèõ ðåøåíèé, êîòîðûå îáû÷íî âûçâàíû äëèòåëüíûìè êîíôëèêòàìè èç-çà êîíòðîëÿ
íàä äåôèöèòíûìè ýíåðãåòè÷åñêèìè ðåñóðñàìè. Ïîäõîä «Ã åîýíåðãèÿ» ïîä÷¸ðêèâàåò , ÷òî
ýíåðãåòèêà ÿâëÿåòñÿ ôàêòîðîì, êîòîðûé â çíà÷èòåëüíîé ñòåïåíè îáó ñëàâëèâàåò äîìèíè-
ðóþùåå ïîëîæåíèå ñòðàí íà ïðîòÿæåíèè äëèòåëüíîãî èñòîðè÷åñêîãî ïåðèîäà â ìèðîâîé
ñèñòåìå ðàçäåëåíèÿ âëàñòè. Íîâûé ïîäõîä «Ã åîýíåðãèÿ» ìîæåò ïðèìåíÿòüñÿ ê àíàëèçó
ñèòóàöèè, êîãäà Âåëèêàÿ Äåðæàâà èìååò äåôèöèò ýíåðãîðåñóðñîâ è ÿâëÿåòñÿ ýíåðãîçàâè-
ñèìîé.

Êëþ÷åâûå ñëîâà: ýíåðãîðåñóðñû, Ãåîïîëèòèêà, Ã åîýêîíîìèêà, Ã åîýíåðãèÿ ( Geoenergeia),
ýíåðãåòè÷åñêàÿ ïîëèòèêà, ýíåðãåòè÷åñêàÿ áåçîïàñíîñòü, Áëèæíèé Âîñòîê.

Introduction

Security in general is the mainstay upon which man’s creativity lies and flourishes
through the times. However, it is almost impossible to accept secure societies where
the energy is scarce. Every form of life involves continuous processes, changes, trans-
formations which consume, convert and release energy. This continuous flow ensures
the survival of both individual organisms and societies. Therefore, energy and man’s
achievement to initially tame and then exploit it, in an increasing number of forms
and applications, has freed the world from many physical limitations.

Besides, progress in societies results in the increase of energy requirements in order
to support new production processes. Thus, all modern and developed economies are
dependent on the abundant supply of energy. Over the last decades, shortages in the
global oil market, the recent price decreases, and the threats of terrorist attacks against
crucial oil infrastructures have once more brought to the limelight the energy security
as an issue of strategic importance. Trade and transportation lines, among others, are
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extremely vulnerable. Almost half of the oil and natural gas produced per year is
transported by ocean-going tankers. In addition, just a few countries play a huge role
in the supply of hydrocarbons in the global market, which means that their policies
and domestic developments also exert high impact on the global economy. For instance,
60% of the global natural gas resources are found in two countries, Russia and Iran
(Index Mundi 2017).

Very few commodities have ever been of such vital importance as petroleum. This
is so because it has many uses, both as an energy source and as the raw material for
the production of many industrial products (Vidakis, Baltos, Chomata 2012). Thus,
petroleum (and petroleum-derived products) is the most widely traded commodity on
the planet, being undoubtedly the “epitome” of the globalisation. The dependence on
imported hydrocarbons remains the “Achilles heel” of the economy of most developed
countries. Oil still accounts for 40% of the global “energy mix” due to its supreme
fuelling performance in the transportation sector (World Energy Council 2017).

In addition, as far as supply is concerned, there is increasing evidence that it is not
an easy task to increase production or find new energy resources (cost-effectively
exploitable) in order to meet the increasing demand, especially from China and India.
Unlike many other sectors of economy, the greatest part of the global oil drilling is
under government control. 80% of all the oil drilling facilities are state-owned (Central
Intelligence Agency 2017), while the countries that profit from the high prices of oil
have actually no incentives to increase production levels. This is the reason why high
prices and shortages in the oil market, with very small margins in back-up auxiliary
drilling, combined with even small declines in production, shall have in future a signif-
icant impact both on North America and Europe. However, the recent developments
in Iraq, Libya, Egypt and Syria have marked the gradual comeback of multinational
oil companies to the Middle East, and the re-distribution of the respective shares
between state-owned and private companies. On the other hand, switching to energy-
secure and environmentally friendly energy sources is perhaps the best alternative
road-map to the survival and safe development of humanity. Producing energy in
economical, safe and renewable ways is the new ecological challenge, as it has been
highlighted by V. Nelson and K. Starcher (Nelson, Starcher 2015). In other words, to
fulfill essential human needs, energy management and use will be the focus of our
attention over the next decades.

This paper aims to consolidate and capitalize on the research opportunities that
are being developed in the field of energy policies and management over the last
years. The authors have already introduced a new scientific approach that identifies
and examines the motives of national and international decision making in relation to
the energy needs and resources equilibrium (Vidakis, Baltos 2015). The analysis is
being now continued since, as it is presented in the following lines, the relevant
hypotheses find year after year sound support, stemming out of several main axes of
global politics evolution like the energy security concerns. Therefore, the structure of
this study includes a qualitative analysis of the energy security concept, assessing the
increase of incidents that jeopardize the current energy security systems along with
the broader public opinion perception that respective breaches exert major impact on
the achievement of peace and progress all over the world.
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Then, another pivotal point discussed is the scarcity of resources, the marginal
characteristics of a contemporary industrial era that will be soon obliged to completely
redesign its energy production and logistics patterns. It is being approached through
a historical review aiming to an alternative energy-centered interpretation of political
motivation and action, benchmarking and challenging the interpretation models
monopolised for decades mainly by geopolitics. In this context it was also considered
useful to track down plethora of latest bibliographic references reflecting a shift in the
academia approach towards the increased use of the energy-related terms and notions
in the geostrategic studies.

1. Energy Security

Energy security is a relatively new issue on the international agenda, but of increasing
significance. Due to the rise in the global energy demand, any decline in supply levels
may lead to an international crisis. Another characteristic of energy security is that
most countries depend on supplies which are transferred over long distances (Weissen-
bacher 2009). In order to meet the rising demand, more and more complex and
increasingly vulnerable infrastructures are constructed (e.g. projects for new pipelines
and construction of new liquefied natural gas stations). This is one aspect of internation-
alisation, since it highlights the interdependence of consumers and hydrocarbon
producers in a complex manner which makes security a “must” both on land and at
sea.

The Middle East will continue to be of vital importance insofar as energy security
is concerned – 2/3 of the globally known oil deposits as well as high natural gas
deposits are found in this region (Vidakis, Baltos 2013). In an international market
which is highly dependent on oil and natural gas, threats on energy supply may come
from a number of different sources: natural disasters, business and governments’
interests, political – economic “bullying” and/or blackmailing, terrorist attacks and
asymmetric threats etc. Therefore, a need emerges for a strategic prevention of dis-
ruptions as well as for arrangements in order to minimise the effects on the quantities
of hydrocarbons available in the event of major international unrests (Vidakis, Baltos,
Chomata 2012). Furthermore, the pursuit of ensuring guaranteed availability of oil
and natural gas in the desirable quantities is gradually expected to play a pivotal role
in the foreign policies and priorities of all the countries on the planet, especially those
of the “Great Powers” having increased dependence on hydrocarbons. This develop-
ment has led us to revise the assessments of Geopolitics and Geoeconomics and look
for a successful substitute approach.

More specifically, the developed countries around the globe are becoming increas-
ingly dependent on imported energy. For instance, in 2016 the Organization of the
Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) supplied the United States with approximately
40% of the crude oil they needed (U.S. Energy Information Administration 2017).
Europe imports approximately 60% of its natural gas, half of which comes from
Russia (EUROSTAT Statistics Explained 2017). In fact, it is a relationship of reciprocal
importance since Russia’s main customer is the European Union (EU).
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However, the EU is divided in relation to the politics of energy and its member-
states have diverging strategies consistent with their national interests. The different,
and often competitive, political and economic interests of the European countries have
caused concerns even to NATO which acknowledges Russia’s key role in the supply
of energy sources to its neighbouring European states. However, the United States
strongly react to a potential broader cooperation between the EU and Russia. However,
what initially looked like a definitive energy management issue, several decades later
was revealed to be a cause of many emerging security problems. A similar analysis
could extend even to the latest, usually geopolitically approached, issues like the Libyan
or even the current Syrian civil wars, involving international energy management
interests in the local energy resources distribution (Karkazis, Vidakis, Baltos 2014).

Switching from oil to natural gas consumption shall increase the dependence of
numerable countries. It is not surprising that market shortages shall lead to the search
for alternative energy sources, such as bio-fuels or solar energy. Nevertheless, bio-
fuels currently account for only 1% of the transportation fuels, while specialists do
not believe that this percentage will rise by more than 5% in the next 20 years. Even
today, coal is estimated to account for the 2/3 of the energy consumption in China
and India, and fossil fuels account for 90% of the global demand for energy, despite
its detrimental effects on the environment (OECD 2017). This brief review of global
trends with respect to energy resources leads us to conclude that energy management
itself is a major and complex security issue. In the next section the authors offer a new
alternative model Geoenergy.

2. The proposition of a new alternative model Geoenergy

2.1. Geopolitics – historical overview

Geopolitics interconnect political theory, geography and history. In other words,
they study the countries’ domestic and foreign policies mainly in conjunction with
their geographical location (Grygiel 2006). Geopolitics argue that the political, historical
and social events in each country and region are more or less dependent on their
geographical location on the planet and the related characteristics of any particular
location (Siousiouras, Koutsoukçs 2012). Geopolitics further examine and interpret
the interaction between nature/geographical space (the environment) and human
activities as well as mankind’s cultural relationship with the physical environment
towards an increase of power (economic and/or military) at present and mainly in the
future time.

It was at the end of the 19th century that this distinct scientific methodology was
formed by the Swedish political scientist Rudolf Kjellén who was inspired by Fr.Ratzel’s
book “The History of Mankind” (Ratzel 2012). After 1924, it was developed by Karl
Haushofer (Smith 1986), mainly in Germany (a great power with lack of large metro-
politan territory, colonies and access to natural resources). It contains the concept of
“living space” (Lebensraum) and suggests the “meridian – vertical” division of the
globe, mainly on the basis of cultural characteristics (see Figure 1).
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Figure 1
Haushofer’s Pan-regions of the World (Map 1)

Source: O’Laughlin, Van der Wusten 1990, p. 7.

Haushofer’s work received a strong response from the Nazi leadership and his
ideas were used to justify the German expansionary policy during the domination of
the National Socialist Party and the redistribution of the international natural resources
(Siousiouras, Koutsoukçs 2012). The focal point of Geopolitics is national power and
control of a geographical territory. In every historical era in the world system, the
dominant countries have been those which are proved most powerful in demonstrating
their capacities over extended geographical areas. Therefore, Geopolitics acknowledge
the existence of international interests and rivalries and suggest strategic planning in
various sectors [e.g. military power (Geostrategy), economy (Geoeconomics),
demography, environment, etc.].

In Geopolitics, apart from Haushofer’s German school, Halford MacKinder’s
(Knutsen 2014) Anglo-Saxon school of thought (empiricism) is also noted, which
suggests a different Geographical division of the globe (see Figure 2). Thus, the “Heart-
land” is the central and most significant region of Eurasia, in accordance with Mac-
Kinder’s famous saying: “Whoever held the “Heartland” would control the world”
(Demarest 2014, p. 114). It concludes that containment of the power controlling the
“Heartland” is necessary in order to prevent the “Heartland’s” unhindered access to
the sea. This theory was adopted in the British – Russian confrontation in Central
Asia during the period 1813–1907 (the so-called “Great Game”), in the Napoleonic
wars during the period 1803–1815 (Britain vs France), in the Ottoman Empire region
during the period 1814–1922 (Britain vs Russia and Germany), during the two World
Wars (Britain vs Germany) and, in a more advanced form, during the cold war period
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(containment of the Soviet Union), and it still bears validity nowadays to a certain
extent (EnerGeoPolitics 2016).

Figure 2
The 1904 “Heartland” theory – PIVOT AREA (Map 2)

Source: MacKinder 1904, p. 435.

More specifically, MacKinder (1904) formulated his “World Island” theory (Eurasia
and Africa) and his “Heartland” hypothesis, underlining its importance in ruling the
world: if a land power, beginning from the (continental land) “Heartland” succeed in
acquiring maritime supremacy, then such power could act as the “Geographical Pivot
of History”, and the historic supremacy of the maritime powers shall have ended.
Prior to MacKinder, the American Alfred Thayer Mahan (Thayer Mahan 2012) had
presented and advocated for the maritime supremacy. Later on, the American (of
Dutch origin) professor Nicholas John Spykman (Wilkinson 2013) argued that the
Eurasian Rimland is more important (hence specifying the main target of the American
Geostrategy), heralding the North Atlantic Treaty.

According to K. Grivas (Grivas 2008), Washington’s primary target has been to
prevent the USSR/Russian cooperation with Europe, to keep Western Europe under
American control and in order to “surround” Moscow. During the Cold War period
the Geopolitical “Heartland” coincided with the area then ruled by the Soviet Union.
In the year of Spykman’s death, MacKinder formulated a first Geopolitical perception
of the “Atlantic area” (Wilkinson 2013), when, in one of his articles, outlined the
“unified North Atlantic area” composed of three elements: an advanced airport in
Britain, a bridgehead in France as well as a back-up of trained human resources and
supplies in the U.S.A. and Canada.
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2.2. Geoeconomics – historical overview

Unlike Geopolitics, Geoeconomics are considered the scientific methodology whose
object is to study human economic activity in relation to the Geographic environment;
however, not in a static, as is the case of Economic Geography, but in a dynamic sense.
Another alternative definition (Vidakis, Baltos 2013) for Geoeconomics may be the
study of economic conditions which are influenced by geographical factors. The term
was initially used for the study of the underground resources from an economic aspect.
It then extended to include land resources and ultimately maritime resources.

According to Murphy (Murphy 1977), it was German Geographer Arthur Dix
who formulated the broader sense of Geoeconomics in 1925. Geoeconomics may be
considered a type of “bridge” between Political Economy and Economic Geography.
Among others, Geoeconomics study the role of economic interaction and the limitations
of economy in resolving or preventing conflicts, the relationship between economic
growth and the political and social conditions in different countries (such as corruption,
the establishment of organised crime networks and/or terrorist groups interfacing
with conventional forms of crime). Geoeconomics study the aspects of a geographical
region on a local, regional and/or international scale, which are related to economic
power (economic activities in relation to the geographical environment) (IISS Research
and Analysis 2015).

According to other analyses, Geopolitics consists of two components: Geostrategy
and Geoeconomics. It is directly linked with Geoeconomics and further correlates the
geopolitical factors with military power and political goals. The main factors determ-
ining a country’s geostrategic value are its location, its political-social standards, its
military power and international status.

2.3. Interdependence between Geopilitics, Geoeconomics and Geoenergy

Following the above considerations, it can be established that there is a common
chronological (mid 1920s) and geographical (Germany) starting point of the emergence
and evolution of the two concepts cited above, namely Geopolitics and Geoeconomics.
However, despite their apparent interdependence, a substantial controversy is discerned–
when they are not oriented towards the same direction:
— Do Geopolitics lead and Geoeconomics follows or vice versa?
— Are Geopolitics more or less determined by Geoeconomics or vice versa?

In math terminology, we should seek to find which is the independent and which
the dependent variable in the context of international power.

A first answer is that several possibilities may sometimes apply, depending on the
circumstances, the countries and the historical periods, and sometimes the latter. These
two considerations may also be partly overlapping or interchangeable (Economist’s
View 2006). However, the authors are of the opinion that when both concepts were
formulated they had already been overridden by a third consideration-concept:
“Geoenergy”, (see Figure 3). The equivalent term “Geoenergeia” is introduced as a
less recognizable alternative, but depicting the original greek etymology: Geo + En +
Ergeia, “earth-powered work” (Vidakis, Baltos 2015).
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It should be made clear that Geopolitics and Geoeconomics may provide a valid
analysis of certain events and interpret specific policies. In spite of the differing approaches
and considerations, according to many specialists, Geopolitics and Geoeconomics are
the tools that provide, among others, the explanations and the reasons for the policies
mainly adopted by decision-making government agencies. This, however, was the
case before hydrocarbons emerge as a resource of major significance with respect to
the energy management and the efforts to control and exploit hydrocarbon deposits.

Figure 3
The satellites of global strategies

Source: Vidakis, Baltos 2015, p. 7.

All the above shown research fields claim objectivity and scientific accountability,
but they are usually being “manipulated” by Geostrategics in favor of biased national,
international and global policies.

2.4. Evidences on Geoenergy significance: Historical background

Nevertheless, in order to make a more analytical and substantiated approach to
the proposed concept, the new term, Geoenergy, it is necessary to make a brief reference
to the past. Historically, the evolution of societies, which developed both in terms of
population density and complexity of their organisation, was accompanied by a parallel
increase in their energy requirements. Thus, the initial use of wood as fuel, in Europe,
resulted in considerable deforestation (and the gradual degradation of various ecosys-
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tems). In the mid-16th century, England’s forests were dwindling. Keeping fire and
heat in the Geographical and meteorological environment of the island required large
quantities of fuel which could no longer be yielded by its deforested hills. Its inhabitants
then became conscious of the imperative necessity to substitute other energy sources
for wood. During that period, humanity made its first steps in exploiting fossil fuels.
Thus, they were forced to turn to a black rock which was easy to burn and could be
found in abundant quantities by simply digging the ground (Shah 2004).

In the 18th century the near-surface coal deposits were exhausted and mining had
to go to greater depths. However, it would be risky and possibly foolhardy to continue
relying on such difficult, costly fuel source. The amount of energy needed to pump the
water out of deep holes might be equal to, if not greater than, the quantity of energy
gained from the coal mined from the ground (not a cost-effective system from a tech-
nical point of view). However, coal trade was a lucrative business (cost-effective system),
one of the most significant and costly in Britain. Coal was the driving force in techn-
ological progress allowing the construction of machinery for the industry (Roberts
2005).

Therefore, through a process which started in England and expanded both in
Europe and America, human labour was gradually replaced with steam engines, which
operated with coal and converted thermal energy to kinetic energy. Steam engines
were used on ships, trains, excavators and agricultural tractors as well as in the textile
industry, in metallurgy and in other industry sectors. Coal was the main source of
energy both in the households and in the industry. In 1912 Great Britain converted its
warships from coal to oil. This gave a great advantage to its navy, in terms of speed
and autonomy. That was the first decision which endorsed the strategic importance
of the new fuel. In the World War I, placing their faith in the internal combustion
engine and its fuel – the oil, the allied forces were able to vanquish the coal-powered,
bulky, German vehicles. Ten days after Germany surrendered, in November 1919,
the British politician George Nathaniel Curzon declared that “the Allied cause had
floated to victory upon a ‘wave’ of oil” (Roberts 2005, p. 65; Stone, Kuznick 2012).

1912 is viewed as the year when the new scientific field, Geoenergy, was born
and began to take form. Naturally, this did not come about immediately, perhaps not
even consciously, with respect to the parties concerned. However, the rapidly increasing
perception of Geopolitics soon (though, it is believed, temporarily) prevailed. At the
same time the concept of Geoeconomics took shape. It stands to reason that the evol-
ution of Geopolitics and the attendant importance of Geostrategy drew the attention
of militaries, diplomats and politicians who reinforced it, while the concept of Geo-
economics was advocated by political economy theorists and businessmen. However,
both approaches have flaws in that they are rather unilateral, and in many cases con-
tradictory, and do not appear to take into account technological progress and the
attendant significance of the energy resources to societies. Nevertheless, it must be
realised that, historically, the development of technology has had a multitude of dif-
ferent effects on those adopting new methods and techniques, such as increasing their
capacities and eliminating difficulties and restrictions. Therefore, the transition from
coal-burning to oil-burning, the replacement of the steam engine with the internal
combustion engine and the shortage of the new energy resource have caused the partial
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“obsolescence” of Geopolitics and Geoeconomics, highlighting Geoenergy as a new
scientific discipline.

On the other hand, engineers, usually being more practical people, according to
Z. Smith and K. Taylor (Smith, Taylor 2008), did not show any interest in dealing
immediately with the implications of the energy resources in political and economic
systems and their impact on international relations (Ó Tuathai, Dalby, Routledge
1998). They focused all their efforts in exploring and drilling new oil deposits, oil
transportation and new process and exploitation techniques. However, those who
did not grasp the meaning of this change and adhered to and applied the World War
I Geopolitics concepts were defeated in the World War II. Thus, in 1941 Hitler invaded
the Soviet Union, with aspirations of a rapid and victorious advance of his troops,
instead of securing first and foremost his energy supplies; he could reinforce the North
African front and manage, with greater certainty, to advance as far as Persia, com-
mitting 70% of the then known global oil reserves to his purposes (Vidakis, Baltos
2013).

Besides, it is a well-known and admitted fact that the development of technology
and its exploitation by man influences and alters considerably situations and standards
(see for instance the rural and industrial revolutions). According to P. Roberts (Roberts
2005), the “energy explosion” began at the end of the 19th century and was connected
with the beginnings of mass consumption of oil (Sepehri 2012).

Geopolitics and Geoeconomics then turned into the tools and the means for energy
management. However, this was not the case in all historical periods and not for all
the Great Powers. Some of these Powers had, at least initially, achieved to increase
their oil reserves. Geonergy applies mainly when a Great Power has a deficit in energy
resources and is energy-dependent.

3. Geoenergy as autonomous research methodology

An initial attempt to define Geoenergy would be that: “it studies, analyses, examines
and interprets decisions made by transnational, public as well as private agencies at a
political, strategic, economic and even social level in conjunction with the geographical
areas but also with the energy resources, existing or considered existing, along with
those that are traded, exploited as well as potentially processed in a certain geographical
area” (Vidakis, Baltos 2015).

Geoenergy may offer clear and complete interpretations with respect to the connec-
tion of decisions and actions made primarily by collective organs at a national, private,
public and multinational level (e.g. the foreign and domestic policies of governments
and coalitions) in relation to the existence of any type of energy resources (Stone,
Kuznick 2012), the possibility of exploiting such resources and energy security at
present and in the future. It studies the realignment of the “energy” powers at an
international level (global or regional) and “interfaces such realignment with the
political, military and economic (national and business) power” (Vidakis, Baltos 2013,
p. 20).
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Figure 4
Geoenergy applies, where energy is the key factor ruling

the political decision making

Source: elaborated by the authors using Vidakis, Baltos 2015.

Instead of the concept of “living space”, it contains the concept of “Geoenergy”
space (see Figure 5 below) and establishes a classification of the world regions based
on their abundance/scarcity in energy resources. It utilises Strategy with focal point
the national power and the effective control of a Geographical “energy” territory. It
examines the Geoenergy elements and data of a Geographical regions and countries,
the relationship of such elements and data with their economic growth and develop-
ment, as well as the way political and social conditions are shaped. It maintains that
all political, historical and social events in each country and region depend primarily
on the possession, the transportation and utilisation of energy resources. Additionally,
it suggests that the energy power is a factor that contributes considerably to establishing
the dominant countries and utilising their capacities in every historical era in the world
system. The existence of “Geoenergy Systems and Sub-systems” may be observed as
well as the operation of “Geoenergy Complexes”.
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Figure 5
The “Heartland” of Hydrocarbons Global Geoenergy Space (Map 3)

Source: Rempel 2006, p. 3.

Geoenergy not only acknowledges the existence of international antagonisms,
like Geopolitics and Geoeconomics do, but it may essentially be a tool supporting them
or the basic cause behind political and economic decisions. More specifically, it main-
tains that there is a marked rivalry for the depleted energy resources and the conflicts
arising therefrom are severe and last for years (Grivas 2008). It is mainly concerned
with regions, countries and factors which can affect energy security and/or the national
interests of all the countries and the powerful transnational businesses. In addition, it
can provide a satisfactory interpretation of the phenomenon of stagnation and under-
development of countries which are rich in energy resources. It is the independent
variable of individual systems, agencies and decisions. In the normal course of events,
Geoenergy will cease to play an important role when technology proceeds with mass
development of cheap and suitable energy sources, like, for example, the renewable
energy sources.

The new comprehensive concept of Geoenergy interprets the events with a high
degree of reliability (Karkazis, Vidakis, Baltos 2010). Most analysts continue to use
the terms: “Geopolitics”, “Petroleum Geopolitics”, “Energy Geopolitics”, “Energy
Security” and so on, persisting in approaches which disadvantaged to provide a valid
and overall interpretation of choices, decisions and situations occurring in the world.

The following table shows indicatively the introduction of new meanings and
terms to be used instead of “Geopolitics”.
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Table 1
Indicative list of new meanings and terms, instead of “Geopolitics”

The term Examples of studies, where term was used
Geopolitics Chandra (2009); Mityakov et al. (2011); Heinberg (2011)
Geopolitics of Oil Arvanitopoulos (2002); Bustelo (2005); Patey (2006);

Renner (2006); Rangel (2014)
Old Geopolitics Gupta, Arora (2013)
New Geopolitics Gere (2007)
New Energy Geopolitics Coşkun, Carlson (2010)
Energeopolitics Aribogan, Bilgin (2009)
Geography of Energy Efstathiadis (2013)
Geoenergy Mane-Estrada (2006); Karkazis, Vidakis, Baltos (2010);

Vidakis, Baltos (2015)

Source: elaborated by the authors.

Corroborating, K. Grivas (Grivas 2008) suggests that the main goal is the unin-
terrupted and cheap supply of hydrocarbons. The means to this end is the Geostrategic
control of the region. The parallel approach of Geoeconomics and Geopolitics may
only interpret to a certain extent the historical course and developments in countries
with strong Geoenergy interest such as Iran, Mexico and Venezuela. However, Geo-
nergy provides a comprehensive and substantiated interpretation of the course of
events, with the energy sources being the centre of gravity both in corporate and
government interests.

Figure 6
Pattern of Power forms interconnected – “The Supremacy Triangle”

Source: elaborated by the authors.

The political (military & diplomatic) power is intertwined with both the economic
and energy power to form a “triangle of power and supremacy” (see Figure 6). How-
ever, due to its importance, energy usually plays a primary role in the global distribution
of power (Parisis 2008).
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Concluding remarks and future policy implications

The Middle East region is rich in oil with more than 2/3 of the global reserves.
Due to this fact, the countries in this region can play a significant part in the energy
security of both the United States and the global economy, in general. Discoveries of
new deposits in Central Asia, the Caspian Sea and Russia are not sufficient to meet
the needs of global economy and curtail its dependence on the Arab Gulf oil.

In September 2001, Britain’s Cabinet Office on Energy Policy, headed by Colin J.
Campbell (Campbell 1997), reached the conclusion that the global hydrocarbon reserves
have depleted to an alarming degree. In order to support even a moderate global econ-
omic growth in the next decades, the increased global demand for oil would coincide
with the dramatic decline in oil production in the North Sea, Alaska, Mexico, Russia
and Nigeria. A few years later, Matthew Roy Simmons (Simmons 2011), who was a
specialist in energy issues and consultant to the latest Bush administration, reached
the same conclusions. More specifically, Simmons reports that the global oil production
has already reached its peak. Any decline in the global supply would have detrimental
consequences on global economy in the transportation, food and industry sectors. At
the same time statistics with respect to finding new sources are quite alarming.

Both Campbell (1997) and Simmons specialists (2011) agree that the only region
in the world which continues to have significant amounts of unexploited oil deposits,
at a low cost, is the Middle East region. Their research resulted in a common triangular
Geological formation which holds 65% of the global reserves and consists of five
countries: Iraq, Iran, Saudi Arabia, Kuwait and the United Arab Emirates. The most
interesting may be that Iraq is the greatest source of unexploited oil reserves in the
Middle East.

There are signs that the strategic importance of Iraq and the wider Middle East
region in a global environment where production in most sources has reached its peak
is bound to augment in the coming years. It is also important and worth mentioning
that, in the Gulf region, oil drilling and transportation costs are considerably low
compared to such costs in other oil-producing regions, which makes it much easier to
export. During the Cold War period, the U.S. strategy in the region was primarily
targeted at securing control of the Gulf region and impeding all actions that would
allow oil exploitation by the enemy camp, namely the former USSR.

Currently, more than ninety years after the first “settlement”, the authors witness
a transitional phase of redistribution of the international power in the Middle East
and a rearrangement of the map of the region (Vidakis, Baltos 2013). Once again, the
primary cause is the region’s energy resources, with the present energy players in the
area aspiring to gain benefits, currently and in the future, by taking action against the
other major powers.

There are multiple evidences, as it was discussed above, that the energy needs
themselves, in reference with certain time and space circumstances, may compete,
stimulate and even precede over the factors that are usually considered as the drivers
for policy making, mostly the zeal for power, wealth and growth. There are obviously
further research questions to be examined. A series of historical milestones, foreign
affairs, conflicts, negotiations, agreements and wars could be re-visited and re-interpreted,
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in accordance with the Geoenergy research model, under the light of unknown or
inadequately analysed motives, plans and aspirations concerning access to utilization
of energy resources. In the same context, current world-shaking events from the Arab
Spring and the Syrian civil war to the new campaigns for Arctica exploration are
worthy to be re-evaluated. The added value out of the Geoenergy application is not
only related with the science imperatives for research accuracy and reliability, but
significantly affects peace and prosperity worldwide. Therefore, and due to the eventual
high stakes of energy security, governments and businesses are strategically required
to focus on and cope with rivalries as well as partnerships on a national, multinational
and global scale.
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PROCESS OF LAND CONSOLIDATION IN POLAND –
INSTRUMENTS AND THEIR EFFECTS

The paper takes up one of key aspects of land management – land consolidation. This
process is of particular significance in Poland, as despite over hundred years of consolidations,
the needs in this area are still very high and even increasing since accession to the European
Union. Land consolidation aims to reach effective use of arable land, decrease costs of farms,
reduce potential spatial, environemental and social conflicts and stimulate development of
functions of land. Assessment of this process requires to pay attention to both legal and economic
instruments applied for land consolidation. The aim of this paper is to identify legal and
economic instruments used in Poland in land consolidation processes as well as their effects.
For analysis purposes authors consider respective legislation, statistical data, program documents
and reports on structural funds implementation. Considerations in the paper indicate that
despite ordering regulations and providing significant funds for land consolidation activities
in agriculture and rural areas development programs, these actions meet only a small fracture
of existing needs.

Results of the paper are based on the research tasks of the Jean Monnet Networks project
No. 564651-EPP-1-2015-1-SK- EPPJMO-NETWORK “Sustainable Land Management
Network”.

Keywords: land management, land consolidation, Poland.

Zemes platîbu konsolidâcijas process Polijâ – instrumenti un to efekti

Rakstâ ir apskatîts viens no zemes platîbu pârvaldîbas elementiem – zemes platîbu konso-
lidâcija. Ðis process Polijâ ir îpaði nozîmîgs, jo neskatoties uz simts gadus ilguðo konsolidâcijas
procesu, vajadzîbas ðajâ jomâ joprojâm ir ïoti augstas un pat palielinâjâs pçc valsts pievienoðanâs
Eiropas Savienîbai. Zemes platîbu konsolidâcijas mçríis ir sasniegt efektîvu âramzemes izman-
toðanu, samazinât lauksaimniecîbu izmaksas, samazinât potenciâlus teritoriâlus, vides un sociâlus
konfliktus un stimulçt zemes platîbu funkciju attîstîbu. Ðî procesa novçrtçðana prasa pieverst
uzmanîbu kâ tiesikajiem, tâ arî ekonomiskajiem instrumentiem, kurus izmanto zemes platîbu
konsolidâcijâ. Raksta mçríis ir noteikt tiesiskus un ekonomiskus instrumentus, kurus Polijâ
izmanto zemes platîbu konsolidâcijâ, kâ arî apskatît to efektus. Analîzes nodroðinâðanai autori
pçta attiecîgu likumdoðanu, statistiskus datus, programmu dokumentus un atskaites par struk-
tûrfondu realizâciju. Pçtîjuma rezultâti parâda, ka neskatoties uz likumdoðanas sakârtoðanu
un ievçrojamiem struktûrfondu lîdzekïiem zemes platîbu konsolidâcijas procesa nodroðinâðanai
lauksaimniecîbâ, kâ arî lauku teritoriju attîstîbas programmâm, ðîs darbîbas apmierina tikai
nelielu daïu no esoðajâm vajadzîbâm.

Pçtîjuma rezultâti balstâs Jean Monnet Networks projekta No. 564651-EPP-1-2015-1-
SK- EPPJMO-NETWORK “Zemes platîbu ilgtspçjîgas pârvaldîbas tîkls” pçtîjuma uzdevumos.

Atslçgas vârdi: zemes platîbu pârvaldîba, zemes platîbu konsolidâcija, Polija.

Ïðîöåññ êî íñîëèäàöèè çåìåëü â Ïîëüøå – èíñòðóìå íòû è èõ ýôôåêòû

Â ñòàòüå ðàññìàòðèâàåòñÿ îäèí èç êëþ÷åâûõ àñïåêòîâ óïðàâëåíèÿ çåìåëüíûìè ðåñóð-
ñàìè, à èìåííî êîíñîëèäàöèÿ çåìåëü. Ýòî îñîáåííî âàæíûé ïðîöåññ â Ïîëüøå, ïîñêîëüêó ,
íåñìîòðÿ íà ðàáîòó ïî êîíñîëèäàöèè, êîòîðàÿ âåäåòñÿ áîëåå 100 ëåò , ïîòðåáíîñòè â ýòîé
îáëàñòè ïî-ïðåæíåìó î÷åíü âåëèêè è äàæå óâåëè÷èëèñü ïîñëå ïðèñîåäèíåíèÿ ê Åâðî-
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ïåéñêîìó Ñîþçó . Öåëüþ êîíñîëèäàöèè çåìåëü ÿâëÿåòñÿ äîñòèæåíèå ýôôåêòèâíîãî èñ-
ïîëüçîâàíèÿ ïàõîòíûõ óãîäèé, óìåíüøåíèå èçäåðæåê ñåëüñêèõ õîçÿéñòâ, óìåíüøåíèå
ïîòåíöèàëüíûõ êîíôëèêòîâ ïî òåððèòîðèàëüíûì è ñîöèàëüíûì âîïðîñàì è âîïðîñàì
îêðóæàþùåé ñðåäû, à òàêæå ñòèìóëèðîâàíèå ðàçâèòèÿ ôóíêöèîíàëüíîñòè çåìåëü. Îöåíêà
äàííîãî ïðîöåññà ïðåäó ñìàòðèâàåò ðàññìîòðåíèå êàê ïðàâîâûõ, òàê è ýêîíîìè÷åñêèõ
èíñòðóìåíòîâ, èñïîëüçó åìûõ äëÿ êîíñîëèäàöèè çåìåëü. Öåëü ñòàòüè – îïðåäåëèòü ïðàâî-
âûå è ýêîíîìè÷åñêèå èíñòðóìåíòû, èñïîëüçó åìûå â Ïîëüøå â ïðîöåññå êîíñîëèäàöèè
çåìåëü, è îöåíèòü èõ ïîñëåäñòâèÿ. Äëÿ îáåñïå÷åíèÿ àíàëèçà àâòîðû ðàññìîòðåëè ñîîòâåò-
ñòâóþùåå çàêîíîäàòåëüñòâî, ñòàòèñòè÷åñêèå äàííûå, ïðîãðàìíûå äîêóìåíòû è îò÷¸òû ïî
ðåàëèçàöèè ñòðóêòóðíûõ ôîíäîâ. Â ýòîé ñòàòüå îòìå÷àåòñÿ, ÷òî, íåñìîòðÿ íà óïîðÿäî÷å-
íèå ïðàâîâûõ íîðì è ïðåäîñòàâëåíèå çíà÷èòåëüíûõ ñðåäñòâ â ïðîãðàììàõ, íàïðàâëåííûõ
íà ðàçâèòèå ñåëüñêèõ è ñåëüñêîõîçÿéñòâåííûõ ðàéîíîâ äëÿ îñóùåñòâëåíèÿ ðàáîò ïî êîí-
ñîëèäàöèè, ýòè ìåðîïðèÿòèÿ óäîâëåòâîðÿþò òîëüêî ìàëåíüêóþ ÷àñòü ñóùåñòâóþùèõ ïî-
òðåáíîñòåé.

Ðåçóëüòàòû èññëåäîâàíèÿ îñíîâûâàþòñÿ íà èññëåäîâàòåëüñêèõ çàäà÷àõ ïðîåêòà Jean
Monnet Networks No. 564651-EPP-1-2015-1-SK- EPPJMO-NETWORK “Ñåòü äîëãîñïî-
ñîáíîãî óïðàâëåíèÿ ñåëüñêîõîçÿéñòâåííûìè óãîäüÿìè”.

Êëþ÷åâûå ñëîâà: óïðàâëåíèå çåìåëüíûìè ðåñóðñàìè, êîíñîëèäàöèÿ çåìåëü, Ïîëüøà.

Introduction

Land consolidation is a process of eliminating fragmentation of farms onto many
fields of varying size and shape, frequently located in some distance from one another.
(Kaczorowski 2004). Thus, the process limits patchiness in agriculture. The objective
of consolidation works is to create compact agricultural holdings without changing
structure of ownership, although sometimes introducing changes to structure of soil
quality.

In literature on both economy of agriculture and spatial planning, land consolid-
ation is considered to be one of the most important tools in rational land management,
allowing for efficient use of arable land by adjusting land layout and existing infra-
structure to the needs of agricultural holdings (Ludkiewicz 1932; Dumañski 1969;
Jacoby 1959; Jürgenson 2016). Thus, it also allows for decreasing costs incurred by
farms and facilitates introducing modern technologies (Bielska, Leñ 2014; Iscan 2010;
Hiironen, Riekkinen 2016; Janus, Markuszewska 2017). Furthermore, through changes
in structure of ownership and use, land consolidation leads to separation of functional
and spatial areas, thus reducing potential spatial, environmental and social conflicts
as well as stimulating development of functions realized by these areas (Pasakarnis,
Maliene 2010). Therefore, it also fosters increase in efficiency and optimization of
management in agriculture as well as multifunctional and sustainable development of
rural areas (Siuta, Ýukowski 2011).

As Poland accessed European Union and restructuration processes led to dynamic
transfers of land between agricultural holdings, land layout (patchiness) significantly
deteriorated. According to data from National Agricultural Census, the percentage of
holdings having 10 or more plots of land in 2002 was 4%, whereas in 2010 it was
10.1%, covering 39.2% of all agricultural area (Uýytkowanie gruntów. Powszechny
Spis Rolny 2002 (2003); Uýytkowanie gruntów. Powszechny Spis Rolny 2010 (2011)).
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This indicates that land consolidation is not only an important tool of rational land
management, but also its significance in Poland is increasing.

Considering all of the aforementioned, the aim of this paper is to identify legal
and economic instruments used in Poland in process of land consolidation as well as
to assess their effects. This objective is realized mostly through study of respective
legislation and analysis of statistical data, program documents and reports on structural
funds implementation.

Legal and economic instruments of land consolidation process

Legal instruments. Process of land consolidation is regulated in Poland by Land
Consolidation and Exchange Act from March 26, 1982 (Ustawa z dnia 26 marca
1982 r. o scalaniu i wymianie gruntow, Dz. U. z 2014 r. poz. 700 z pozn. zm.). Essent-
ially the consolidation procedure and post-consolidation development (1) are under-
taken by the starost as a government administration task. Consolidation procedure
can be initiated in two ways, i.e. upon request or ex officio. Consolidation procedure
upon request includes most farm holders on projected consolidation area or upon
request of farm holders, whose total acreage exceeds half of projected consolidation
area. Consolidation encompasses lands located in one or more villages or their parts,
which create consolidation area. Including developed lands in consolidation is only
possible upon request of the owner.

Procedure ex officio (after obtaining opinion of village administration council as
well as any social and professional farmer organizations operating in the village) may
be initiated if: 1) person, whose land layout requires improvement submits an applic-
ation and the consolidation will not worsen farming conditions of other participants
or 2) consolidation is requested by investor, whose activity caused or will cause effects
enforcing consolidation works (e.g. construction of highways, power grids, melioration).

Noteworthy, in either case the consolidation procedure is conducted by the starost,
while consolidation works (project and geodetic) are performed by geodetic and car-
tographic unit indicated by voivodeship marshal. An important aspect of the procedure
is that consolidation is done based on equality of land value and not equality of
acreage, therefore success of consolidation is determined by proper determination of
land value. Consolidation procedure may be divided onto several stages (Table 1).

These deliberations indicate that consolidation procedures are conducted with
participation of local communities. Considering responsibility for implementing these
procedures in selected European countries, A. Vitkainen distinguished two models:
cadastral and committee (Vitikainen 2004). In the former, initiating body appoints
inspector-surveyor to conduct the procedure, whereas in the latter, this responsibility
rests on committee comprising of representatives of local authority, consolidation
participants, experts etc. Polish procedures may be qualified as the second model.
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Table 1
Consolidation procedure

Stage Tasks

Initiation of consolidation Procedure is initiated by starost’s resolution, read during
procedure – art. 7 meeting of consolidation participants. This resolution may

be appealed.
Selection of Consolidation Consolidation Participants Board, a community advisory
Participants Board – art. 9 board is elected by consolidation participants on meeting

called by the starost.
Determination of land Assessment rules of lands included in consolidation are
assessment rules – art. 11 passed by participants during meeting called by the starost.
Appointment of the Com- Committee, including Consolidation Participants Board
mittee – art. 10 serves consultative and advisory role in the following stages

of consolidation. The committee is appointed through
starost’s resolution.

Land assessment – art. 10 Lands covered by the consolidation are assessed by the
surveyor accredited by the starost. The assessment is made
based on accepted land assessment rules.

Approval of assessment – Land assessment is approved by consolidation participants
art. 13 through a resolution adopted at consolidation participants

meeting called by the starost.
Proper consolidation works In case of approval of land assessment, the proper geodetic
(geodetic) works are undertaken by accredited surveyors, including

collecting preferences of consolidation participants.
Presentation of consolidation The result of consolidation works is the consolidation pro-
project to participants – art. ject, covering planned modifications of borders of consol-
23 idated land. After the project is presented to the participants,

they may deposit their objections to the project. Changes
introduced to the project as a result of these objections
require another presentation of the project on the grounds–
art. 26.

Approval of consolidation Consolidation project is approved by the starost. The
project – art. 27 decision is announced by reading it on meeting of

consolidation participants and posting it for 14 days. This
decision may be appealed.

Final decision confirming This is the base for disclosure of new legal status in land
consolidation project – art. 29 register.

Source: own work based on Dudziñska, Kocur-Bera 2013; Land Consolidation and Exchange
Act.

Economic instruments. Apart from legal instruments, which are well regulated in
Polish law, economic instruments also have a significant role in land consolidation
procedure. These are all instruments that stimulate initiation of consolidation procedure,
such as measurable benefits received by farmers and local communities, including
increase in agricultural production efficiency through decrease in production costs
due to rational layout of agricultural land, access to roads suitable for modern machines,
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proper spatial shaping of lands in spatial development plans for construction (except
for infrastructural), lifting unnecessary easement without compensation etc. These
instruments may be described as demand factors. However, the actual realization of
consolidation works is determined by securing proper funds for this objective. Without
these funds, decision on initiation of the procedure must not be made. According to
Land Consolidation and Exchange Act, all consolidation works and post-consolidation
development are conducted by the starost as government administration task, as a
rule financed by the state budget. Community funds may also be involved in financing
of consolidation works, as well as funds from state purpose funds and local government
units, if consistent with their respective regulations and purpose. The owners of lands
involved in consolidation or exchange procedures may also participate in covering
costs of the procedure within rules individually determined by the starost.

Funds allotted for consolidation works in state budget for 2017 were ca. PLN 75
million (0.1% of all funds diverted to voivodes budgets), 69 million of which are
designed for co-financing project involving funds from European Union. This means,
that the main stream of financing for land consolidation is currently in Rural Develop-
ment Program 2014–2020 (PROW 2014–2020) (Program Rozwoju Obszarow Wiej-
skich na lata 2014–2020. (2017)). Altogether, ca. EUR 139 million (ca. PLN 600mil-
lion) is allocated towards this objective, only 1% of whole PROW 2014–2020 budget.
In previous programming period (Program Rozwoju Obszarow Wiejskich na lata
2007–2013 (2016)) this was EUR 115.4 million. Financial support of 100% of qualified
costs may be obtained only by projects fulfilling number of requirements and which
will not exceed (Rozporzadzenie Ministra Rolnictwa i Rozwoju Wsi (2015a) – Dz. U.
z 2015 r., poz. 2180.):
a) EUR 800 per 1 ha of land included in consolidation procedure in Dolnoúlàskie,

Lubelskie, Maùopolskie, Podkarpackie, Úlàskie and Úwiætokrzyskie voivodeships
and EUR 650 per 1 ha in other voivodeships in costs incurred by consolidation
works;

b) EUR 2000 per 1 ha of land included in consolidation procedure in Dolnoúlàskie,
Lubelskie, Maùopolskie, Podkarpackie, Úlàskie and Úwiætokrzyskie voivodeships
and EUR 1900 per 1 ha in other voivodeships in costs incurred by post-consolid-
ation development.
At the same time, level of support in individual voivodeships was diversified by

determining its limits, while three voivodeships (Kujawsko-pomorskie, Warmiñsko-
mazurskie and Zachodniopomorskie) did not receive any funds for that purpose
(Rozporzadzenie Ministra Rolnictwa (2015) – Dz.U. z 2015 r., poz. 1755., Rozporza-
dzenie Ministra Rolnictwa (2015a) – Dz. U. z 2015 r., poz. 2180.).

Effects of land consolidation process

Despite precise regulations and financial support from public funds (both Polish
and European), extent of land consolidation in recent years was significantly lower
than before. Whereas in 1980s, over 300 thousand ha of land was consolidated yearly,
in 1990s this value did not exceed 13 thousand ha and in years 2000–2010 – 8 thousand
ha (Figure 1).
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Figure 1
Extent of land consolidation and exchange in years 1999–2010 (ha)

Source: own work based on Kozùowski 2011.

Initiation of co-financing by European funds as part of Program for Development
of Agriculture and Rural Areas (Program Rozwoju Obszarow Wiejskich na lata 2007–
2013 (2016)) lead to slight increase in extent of conducted consolidation procedures.
By the end of 2014, 34 operations were finished with total cost of PLN 93 159 369.79,
including 2 operations totalling PLN 11 384 406.46 pertaining operations initiated in
previous programming period. Realized operations involved 5 818 agricultural holdings
with total acreage of 22 085.7 ha. Total number of plots on record owned by holdings
participating in consolidation procedure decreased to 65% of initial number. Altogether,
110 decisions on providing support were made within “Land consolidation” activity
(31% of assumed target value) for total sum of PLN 518 977 890.10. Operations
approved for realization will allow for consolidation of 91.2 thousand ha of land,
including over 82.6 thousand ha of farming land and almost 8.6 thousand ha of
forests (Sprawozdanie z realizacji Programu Rozwoju Obszarów Wiejskich na lata
2007–2014 (2015)). This means that during that period, an average of ca. 13 thousand
ha of land was consolidated yearly.

In current programming period, call for applications was recently initiated, hence
the effects of financial support for consolidation works will be known in future.

Conclusions

The analysis presented above indicates that Land Consolidation and Exchange
Act does not obligate any public authority to assess needs and develop plans for
consolidation and exchange of land. Consolidation procedures are usually conducted
“upon request” from interested party or “ex officio” (usually in case of public invest-
ments). At the same time, financial support is generally limited to programs co-financed
by European funds and thus cannot fulfil the needs resulting from still growing
patchiness.
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Note:
(1) Post-consolidation development is to be interpreted as: a) construction or reconstruction
of access roads to agricultural and forest plots as well as access roads to buildings owned by
any consolidation participant; b) course adjustment and improvement of technical parameters
of melioration installations; c) removal of unnecessary balks and roads as well as recultivation
measures allowing for mechanical cultivation of land.

Bibliography

Bielska A., Leñ P. (ed.) (2014) Scalenia gruntow determinantem wielofunkcyjnego rozwoju
obszarow wiejskich. Rzeszow: Wyýsza Szkola Inzynieryjno-Ekonomiczna. (In Polish)

Dudziñska M., Kocur-Bera K. (2013) Ramy instytucjonalne scalenia gruntow: porownanie w
Polsce i w wybranych krajach Europy. Acta Scientiarum Polonorum. Administratio Locorum,
12/2, pp. 29–39. (In Polish)
Dumañski K. (ed.) (1969) Geodezyjne urzadzanie terenow rolnych t.1. Warszawa: PWN,
pp. 365. (In Polish)
Hiironen J., Riekkinen K. (2016) Agricultural impacts and profitability of land consolidations.
Land Use Policy, Vol. 55, pp. 309–317. Available: https://doi.org/10.1016/j.landusepol.
2016.04.018 (accessed 10.12.2017).
Iscan F. (2010) The effects of different land reallocation models applied in land consolidation
projects on parcel transposition: Example of Karatepe village, Turkey. Scientific Research and
Essays, Vol. 5(9), pp. 873–882.
Jacoby E. H. (1959) Land consolidation in Europe. Wegeningen: H. Veenman & ZonnenN. V.,
p. 20.
Janus J., Markuszewska I. (2017) Land consolidation – A great need to improve effectiveness.
A case study from Poland. Land Use Policy, Vol. 65, pp. 143–153. Available: https://doi.org/
10.1016/j.landusepol.2017.03.028 (accessed 10.12.2017).
Jürgenson E. (2016) Land reform, land fragmentation and perspectives for future land consol-
idation in Estonia. Land Use Policy, Vol. 57, pp. 34–43. Available: https://doi.org/10.1016/
j.landusepol.2016.04.030 (accessed 10.12.2017).

Kaczorowski B. (ed.) (2004) Nowa encyklopedia powszechna PWN. Warszawa: Wydawnictwo
Naukowe PWN, p.453. (In Polish)

Kozùowski J. (2011) Krotkie vademecum dla rolnika na temat scalen gruntow. Warszawa:
Ministerstwo Rolnictwa i Rozwoju Wsi. Available: http://www.minrol.gov.pl/pol/content/
download/33235/186242/file/scalanie (accessed 05.10.2017). (In Polish)
Ludkiewicz Z. (1932) Podrecznik polityki agrarnej. Warszawa: Komitet Wydawniczy Podrecz-
nikow Akademickich. (In Polish)
Pasakarnis G., Maliene V. (2010) Towards sustainable rural development in Central and Eastern
Europe: Applying land consolidation. Land Use Policy, Vol. 27, issue 2, pp. 545–549. Available:
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.landusepol.2009.07.008 (accessed 17.12.2017).
Program Rozwoju Obszarow Wiejskich na lata 2007–2013. (2016) Warszawa: Ministerstwo
Rolnictwa i Rozwoju Wsi. (In Polish)
Program Rozwoju Obszarow Wiejskich na lata 2014–2020. (2017) Warszawa: Ministerstwo
Rolnictwa i Rozwoju Wsi. (In Polish)
Rozporzadzenie Ministra Rolnictwa i Rozwoju Wsi z dnia 30 pazdziernika 2015 r. w sprawie
wysokosci limitow srodkow dostepnych w poszczegolnych wojewodztwach lub latach w ramach



R. Przygodzka, A. Sadowski. Process of Land Consolidation in Poland.. 63

okreslonych dzialan lub poddzialan Programu Rozwoju Obszarow Wiejskich na lata 2014–
2020 (2015), Dz.U. z 2015 r., poz. 1755. (In Polish)
Rozporzadzenie Ministra Rolnictwa i Rozwoju Wsi z dnia 10 grudnia 2015 r. w sprawie
szczegolowych warunkow i trybu przyznawania oraz wyplaty pomocy finansowej na operacje
typu “Scalanie gruntow” w ramach poddzialania “Wsparcie na inwestycje zwiazane z rozwojem,
modernizacja i dostosowywaniem rolnictwa i lesnictwa” objetego Programem Rozwoju
Obszarow Wiejskich na lata 2014–2020 (2015a), Dz. U. z 2015 r., poz. 2180. (In Polish)
Siuta J., Ýukowski B. (2011) Ekologiczno-gospodarcze znaczenie melioracji i scalanie gruntow–
stan i niezbedne dzialania. Cz. II Scalanie gruntow w modernizacji rolnictwa. Ochrona Sro-
dowiska i Zasobow Naturalnych,  Nr. 47, pp. 94–98. (In Polish)
Sprawozdanie z realizacji Programu Rozwoju Obszarow Wiejskich na lata 2007–2014 (2015).
Warszawa: Ministerstwo Rolnictwa i Rozwoju Wsi. (In Polish)
Ustawa z dnia 26 marca 1982 r. o scalaniu i wymianie gruntow, Dz. U. z 2014 r. poz. 700 z
pozn. zm. (In Polish)
Uzytkowanie gruntow. Powszechny Spis Rolny 2002 (2003) Warszawa: Glowny Urzad Statys-
tyczny. (In Polish)
Uzytkowanie gruntow. Powszechny Spis Rolny 2010 (2011) Warszawa: Glowny Urzad Statys-
tyczny. (In Polish)
Vitikainen A. (2004) An Overview of Land Consolidation in Europe. Nordic Journal of Sur-
veying and Real Estate Research, Vol. 1, No. 1, pp. 25–44. Available: https://journal.fi/njs/
article/view/41504 (accessed 11.10.2017).



64

Adam Sadowski, Renata Przygodzka, Barbara Roszkowska-Màdra

THE PATCHWORK FIELDS AS A RESULT OF CHANGES
IN AGRARIAN STRUCTURE IN POLAND

AFTER ACCESSION TO THE EUROPEAN UNION

Processes of transformation of economic system in Poland and accession to the European
Union resulted in the changes in agrarian structure. Such changes were tended towards increase
of level of economic activity of farms, however, other processes as decrease of number of farms
and polarization of structure occurred in brighter extent. The aim of the study is to present
changes in agrarian structure in Poland after accession to the European Union. Authors use
statistical data, scientific and professional literature, reports of research institutes for the analysis.
The analysis also is performed at regional level taking into account new definition of farm
offered by the Central Statistical Office in Poland what provides new insight in the issue.
Research results indicate that changes in agrarian structure differ across regions. In general,
significant transformations in the structure of land use in Polish farms may be observed, partic-
ularly changes in scale of land use. The smallest farms were eliminated from economic environ-
ment, while medium-sized holdings became stronger. From the competitiveness standpoint,
this change is beneficial. However, negative result may also be observed, i.e. increase in patchiness
of fields what worsen spatial structure of lands.

Results of the paper are based on the research tasks of the Jean Monnet Networks project
No. 564651-EPP-1-2015-1-SK-EPPJMO-NETWORK “Sustainable Land Management Net-
work”.

Keywords: agrarian structure, changes, patchiness, Poland.

Sadrumstaloti lauki kâ rezultâts lauksaimniecîbas struktûras izmaiòâm Polijâ pçc
pievienoðanâs Eiropas Savienîbai

Ekonomiskâs sistçmas transformâcijas procesi Polijâ un valsts pievienoðanâs Eiropas
Savienîbai veicinâja izmaiòas Polijas lauksaimniecîbas struktûrâ. Ðâdas izmaiòas bija vçrstas
uz lauksaimniecîbu ekonomiskâs aktivitâtes palielinâjumu, kaut gan, citi procesi kâ lauksaim-
niecîbu skaita izmaiòas un struktûras polarizâcija notika daudz spilgtâk. Pçtîjuma mçríis ir
raksturot izmaiòas lauksaimniecîbas struktûrâ Polijâ pçc pievienoðanâs Eiropas Savienîbai.
Analîzei autori izmanto statistiskus datus, zinâtnisku un profesionâlu literatûru, zinâtnisko
institûtu atskaites. Analîze tiek veikta arî reìionâlajâ lîmenî, òemot vçrâ Polijas Centrâlâ
statistikas ofisa piedâvâto lauksaimniecîbu jauno definîciju, kura nodroðina jaunu skatîjumu
uz pçtâmo jautâjumu. Pçtîjuma rezultâti parâda, ka izmaiòas lauksaimniecîbas struktûrâ atðíiras
starp reìioniem. Kopumâ, Polijas lauksaimniecîbâs var tikt novçrotas nozîmîgas izmaiòas zemju
plâtîbu izmantoðanâ, îpaði izmaiòas zemes platîbu izmantoðanas mçrogâ. Mazâkas saimniecîbas
pazuda no ekonomiskâs vides, kamçr vidçja lieluma saimniecîbas kïuva stiprâkas. No kon-
kurçtspçjas viedokïa ðâdas izmaiòas ir izdevîgas. Tomçr, var novçrot arî izmaiòu negatîvu
rezultâtu, t.i. lauku sadrumstalotîbas palielinâjumu, kas pasliktina zemes platîbu teritoriâlo
struktûru.

Pçtîjuma rezultâti balstâs Jean Monnet Networks projekta No. 564651-EPP-1-2015-1-
SK-EPPJMO-NETWORK “Zemes platîbu ilgtspçjîgas pârvaldîbas tîkls” pçtîjuma uzdevumos.

Atslçgas vârdi: lauksaimniecîbas struktûra, izmaiòas, sadrumstalotîba, Polija.
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Ðàçäðîáëåííûå ïîëÿ êàê ðåçó ëüòàò èçìåíå íèé ñòðóêòóðû ñåëüñêîãî õîçÿéñòâà â Ïîëüøå
ïîñëå ïðèñîåäèíå íèÿ ê Åâðîïåéñêîìó Ñîþçó

Ïðîöåññû òðàíñôîðìàöèè ýêîíîìè÷åñêîé ñèñòåìû â Ïîëüøå è ïðèñîåäèíåíèå ñòðàíû
ê Åâðîïåéñêîìó Ñîþçó ñïîñîáñòâîâàëè èçìåíåíèÿì â å¸ ñòðóêòóðå ñåëüñêîãî õîçÿéñòâà.
Òàêîãî ðîäà èçìåíåíèÿ â ñåëüñêîì õîçÿéñòâå áûëè íàïðàâëåíû íà óâåëè÷åíèå ýêîíîìè-
÷åñêîé àêòèâíîñòè, õîòÿ, äðóãèå ïðîöåññû, òàêèå êàê èçìåíåíèå ÷èñëåííîñòè ñåëüñêèõ
õîçÿéñòâ è ïîëÿðèçàöèÿ ñòðóêòóðû, ïðîèçîøëè íàìíîãî ÿð÷å. Öåëü èññëåäîâàíèÿ — îõà-
ðàêòåðèçîâàòü èçìåíåíèÿ â ñòðóêòóðå ñåëüñêîãî õîçÿéñòâà â Ïîëüøå ïîñëå ïðèñîåäèíåíèÿ
ê Åâðîïåéñêîìó Ñîþçó . Äëÿ àíàëèçà àâòîðû èñïîëüçóþò ñòàòèñòè÷åñêèå äàííûå, íàó÷-
íóþ è ïðîôåññèîíàëüíóþ ëèòåðàòóðó , îò÷¸òû íà ó÷íûõ èíñòèòóòîâ. Àíàëèç òàêæå ïðîâî-
äèòñÿ íà ðåãèîíàëüíîì óðîâíå, ó÷èòûâàÿ íîâóþ äåôèíèöèþ ñåëüñêèõ õîçÿéñòâ, ïðåäëî-
æåííóþ Öåíòðàëüíûì ñòàòèñòè÷åñêèì îôèñîì Ïîëüøè, ÷òî îáåñïå÷èâàåò íîâûé âçãëÿä
íà èññëåäóåìûé âîïðîñ. Ðåçóëü òàòû èññëåäîâàíèÿ ïîêàçûâàþò , ÷òî èçìåíåíèÿ â ñòðóêòóðå
ñåëüñêîãî õîçÿéñòâà â ðåãèîíàõ îòëè÷àþòñÿ. Â îáùåì, â ïîëüñêèõ õîçÿéñòâàõ ìîæíî íà-
áëþäàòü çíà÷èòåëüíûå èçìåíåíèÿ â èñïîëüçîâàíèè ñåëüñêîõîçÿéñòâåííûõ óãîäèé, îñî-
áåííî èçìåíåíèÿ â ìàñøòàáàõ èñïîëüçîâàíèÿ. Ìàëåíüêèå õîçÿéñòâà èñ÷åçëè èç ýêîíî-
ìè÷åñêîãî ïðîñòðàíñòâà, â òî âðåìÿ êàê õîçÿéñòâà ñðåäíèõ ðàçìåðîâ ñòàëè ñèëüíåå. Ñ òî÷êè
çðåíèÿ êîíêóðåíòîñïîñîáíîñòè òàêîãî ðîäà èçìåíåíèÿ ÿâëÿþòñÿ âûãîäíûìè. Îäíàêî,
ìîæíî íàáëþäàòü è îòðèöàòåëüíûé ðåçóëü òàò èçìåíåíèé, ò . å. óâåëè÷åíèå ðàçäðîáëåííî-
ñòè ïîëåé, ÷òî óõóäøàåò èõ òåððèòîðèàëüíóþ ñòðóêòóðó.

Ðåçóëüòàòû èññëåäîâàíèÿ îñíîâûâàþòñÿ íà èññëåäîâàòåëüñêèõ çàäà÷àõ ïðîåêòà Jean
Monnet Networks No. 564651-EPP-1-2015-1-SK-EPPJMO-NETWORK  “Ñåòü äîëãîñïîñîá-
íîãî óïðàâëåíèÿ ñåëüñêîõîçÿéñòâåííûìè óãîäüÿìè”.

Êëþ÷åâûå ñëîâà: ñòðóêòóðà ñåëüñêîãî õîçÿéñòâà, èçìåíåíèÿ, ðàçäðîáëåííîñòü, Ïîëüøà.

Introduction

Polish agriculture underwent a very dynamic process of political and economic
transformation. Initially, in the early 1990s, the transition from a regulated (socialist)
to the purely market economy was of utmost significance. Another important moment
affecting the changes in agriculture was the Polish accession to the European Union
(EU), which radically changed the conditions of farms functioning. Farmers started
to use the system of subsidies, which has mobilized a large group of them to become
more economically active. In general, the use of subsidies provides significant tool for
economic sustainability of agriculture in the New EU Member States (for example,
Nagyová et al. 2016). The changes in circumstances in which farms operate resulted
in significant shift in structure of land use, thus confirming popular statement that
structural transformations in agriculture consist of two processes, i.e. absolute decrease
in number of farms and the polarization of structure. However, negative results may
also be observed, expressly, increase in patchiness of fields.

The aim of the paper is presentation of the process of changes in agrarian structure
in Poland during the period of the integration with European Union, with particular
focus on the issue of field patchiness.

Scientific experience in Poland concerning this issue was analyzed by other scien-
tists. Some of them highlighted that process of integration with EU caused significant
changes in structure of agricultural holdings (Mickiewicz 2013; Sadowski 2014;
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Mioduszewski 2015). Some researchers emphasize regional differences occurring in
these changes (Gùæbocki 2014; Sadowski 2014). However, the issue of patchiness is
taken up only by a few authors. For instance, M Dudziñska considers the patchiness
as a factor affecting rural space (Dudziñska 2012). However, Z. Król and P. Leñ are
analyzing the issue as a premise for consolidation works (Król, Leñ 2016). The authors
of National Agricultural Census (Uýytkowanie gruntów. Powszechny Spis Rolny 2011)
also highlight intensification of these adverse trends. The issue of patchiness perceived
from the point of view of changes in agrarian structure is still a subject to only a few
researchers. This article fills this gap.

The paper is based mainly on statistical data, professional literature, reports of
research institutes, statistical yearbooks as well as other sources available on the
Internet. Noteworthy, since 2010 the Central Statistical Office (GUS) applied the
new definition of a farm, according to which farms do not include holders of agricul-
tural land who do not undertake any agricultural activities and holders of less than
1 ha of agricultural land engaged in agricultural activities on a small scale (Central
Statistical Office 2017). This results in significant changes in values of some indices
for the same years. The analysis was conducted on regional level because the process
of polarization of the farms’ structure is still characteristic. It should be emphasized
that full information on the agrarian structure in Poland can only be provided on the
basis of data collected as part of the National Agricultural Censuses (PSR). They are
of comparable nature and have recently been carried out in 2002 and 2010. Data for
later years (after 2010) in relation to the agrarian structure in Poland are estimates,
based on generalized results of a representative survey of farms of natural persons
and on the basis of a full examination of farms of legal persons and organizational
units without legal personality. Therefore, the analysis of the land chessboard could
be carried out on the basis of data from the PSR.

The paper presents a theoretical approach to directions and dynamics of changes
in agrarian structure in Poland. Subsequently, the results of analysis of changes in
agrarian structure are demonstrated, both in terms of the dynamics and regional
diversification. On this basis, the issue of patchiness of fields is analysed. The paper is
closed with conclusions stemming from the considerations.

Theoretical background for the paper

In an attempt to define the condition of agricultural structure, a conclusion can
be made that Poland possesses large amounts of agricultural land. The total territory
of Poland spans 31269 thousand ha, 18208 thousand ha (58.2%) of which is agricul-
tural land, forests cover 9200 thousand ha (29.4%), whereas developed areas, water
bodies and other areas together stand for 3861 thousand ha (12.4%) (Józwiak, Ziætara
2013). The characteristic feature of Polish agriculture is great number of very small
agricultural holdings with very little yields (Runowski 2013).

Polish agriculture is characterized by a family system of production organization
and traditional production methods. Particularly in Poland, one of the priorities for
rural areas development is to increase the competitiveness through optimization of
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the use of production factors. Increase of the economic potential depends on enlarging
of the cultivated area. Currently, the condition of Polish farms depends on the fragmented
agriculture. The specific characteristic of changes in the area structure of family
agricultural holdings is that the progress in land concentration is accompanied by a
fall in the number of holdings and a strong polarization of the area structure. It is
possible that the trends in the number and area structure of the farms observed from
2000 will continue in the following years (Chmieliñski and Karwat-Woêniak 2009).

According to main premises of Polish agricultural policy, a family farm considered
a central point (Maúniak 2011). However, the area structure of farms demonstrates a
great diversification. Before the political and structural changes, the proportion of
state-owned holdings were significant in the Western and Northwestern part of the
country, while the small family holdings were dominant in the Southern and Eastern
part of Poland (Sadowski, Takács-Gyó́rgy 2005; Mickiewicz 2013). The largest number
of individual farms appears in the Southern provinces (with average acreage of ca. 2
hectares) particularly the biggest average area characterized farms in the northern
provinces (over 14 hectares) (Sadowski 2014).

The area structure of farms in Poland is highly diversified. The structure of farms
is dominated by small farms with total acreage of 1–5 hectares. Moreover we must
state that ca. one million farms have less than one ha. In the structure of the farm we
can observe two opposite processes: decrease in the number of the small farms and
increase in the number of the big farms. An especially intensive process of losing
farms was situated in the group of farms with 1–2 ha of land. For only six years
(2003–2009), their number decreased by ca. 13%. In the group of farms with 1–15
hectares of land, the number of the farms decreased by ca. 6.1%. More stabilized
group was farms with 15–20 ha of land (Ziætara 2013). As should be noted, the
dynamics of the transformation is different in various regions. For the most part this
is a result of historical development disparities, which go back for many decades. The
biggest changes in the structure of land use in Poland occurred in the first years after
accession to the EU (Mickiewicz A. and Mickiewicz B. 2013).

Significant fragmentation of land decreases competitiveness of farms. Therefore,
land should be consolidated, however, this process in Poland is characterized by
somewhat low dynamics (Markuszewska 2013).

Transfer of land between individual persons usually goes in one direction – from
agriculture to non-agriculture areas. Land can now be considered a good of special
importance with its social and economical function. Data clearly indicate that in
Poland significant part of the privately-owned land is not used for agricultural activities
but serves as a capital investment or security asset. Currently, legal definition of a
farmer is based not on the criterion of employment and source of income, but on form
of ownership. Fragmented agrarian structure leads to a large number of agricultural
holdings, poorly equipped with production factors but numerous manpower with
relatively small income. Due to the fragmentation, the number of agricultural holdings
in Poland accounts for 17.5% of all agricultural holdings in EU-27 (Sikorska 2010).

The share of non-farming families in the population of rural households has been
increasing for several years. The dynamics of this index was highest in the Southeastern
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and Southwestern regions. After Polish accession to the EU, agricultural holdings
were challenged to operate in highly competitive market. On the other hand, increase
in agrarian fragmentation (characteristic for Polish agriculture) encouraged a growing
number of families to change their status from farming to non-farming (Chmieliñski
and Otùowska 2010).

Structural changes in agriculture

In general, after Polish accession to the EU, in years 2004–2016 (Table 1), a
systematic decrease in total acreage of farmland occurred in Poland, from 16.3 million
ha in 2004 to 14.4 million ha in 2016. The pace of decrease of acreage was similar in
case of permanent grasslands, from 3.4 million ha in 2004 to less than 3.1 million in
2016 as well as in case of arable land, from 12.6 million ha in 2004 to 10.7 million in
2016. In analysed period of 13 years, a considerable increase was occurring in total
acreage of perennial crops, particularly fruit plants. However, this process was only
significant in first 5 years after accession to the EU, whereas in later years it slowed
down. The most symptomatic sign of changes occurring in methods of using farmlands
in Poland after accessing the European Union is huge and very dynamic decrease in
acreage of fallow lands. In 2004, almost 1.8 million ha were fallow, while by 2009
acreage of fallow lands decreased to only a third of the initial number (528 thousand
ha), falling steadily and reaching only 165 thousand ha in 2016, less than 10% of
value from before the accession. Intensive process of land development led to decrease
of percentage of fallow land in farmlands total from 10.79% to 1.15%. This may
indicate vital interest shown by farmers in including more and more lands because of
possibility of receiving payments. On the other hand, it may be result of allocating
fallow lands to non-agricultural purposes.

Table 1
Use of agricultural land in Poland

Farmland Meadows Arable PerennialYears and and
land crops

Gardens Fallow
grassland grassland

1 2 3 4 5 6 7
2004 16 327 411 3 365 157 12 684 614 282 439 39 102 1 761 708
2005 15 905 965 3 387 502 12 084 719 350 760 75 440 1 062 010
2006 15 957 290 3 215 648 12 357 372 338 505 37 579 1 025 407
2007 16 177 081 3 271 236 11 748 025 375 017 74 932 440 939
2008 16 154 250 3 184 383 11 972 709 374 101 70 164 491 525
2009 16 119 584 3 179 687 11 997 844 372 987 67 783 528 248

Change year
2004=100

98.7 94.5 94.6 132.1 173.3 30.0

Sequel to Table 1 see on the next page
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Sequel to Table 1
1 2 3 4 5 6 7

2010 14 859 652 3 229 508 10 797 513 389 682 31 074 431 628
2011 15 133 932 3 290 975 11 044 398 390 388 54 471 468 403
2012 14 969 200 3 206 463 10 871 437 397 990 53 529 439 867
2013 14 609 161 3 206 312 10 759 573 412 150 31 835 446 537
2014 14 558 389 3 119 756 10 895 121 376 048 33 316 475 208
2015 14 545 270 3 092 834 10 887 021 390 979 27 377 134 068
2016 14 375 898 3 088 109 10 734 453 387 590 31 055 165 169

Change year
2010=100

96.74 95.62 99.42 99.46 99.94 38.27

Source: Own elaboration based on Central Statistical Office data.

Table 2
Total number of farms in Poland

Territorial Change Change

     unit
2000 2010 2000= 2010 2011* 2012 2013 2010=

100 100
Poland 2859196 2277613 79.7 1509148 1656701 1477852 1429006 94.7
Central
Region

550244 445625 81.0 359386 * 364743 340468 94.7

Southern
Region

594419 446803 75.2 218516 * 216979 201855 92.4

Eastern
Region

905176 764625 84.5 509539 * 485077 480282 94.3

North-
western 333069 253700 76.2 178364 * 174322 173106 97.1
Region
South-
western 201608 152171 75.5 90271 * 87931 86297 95.6
Region
Northern
Region

274680 214688 78.2 153072 * 148800 146999 96.0

Note: *- Data for 2011 was generalised to national level due to small sample size.

Source: Own elaboration based on Central Statistical Office data.

In general, in years 2000–2010 total number of agricultural holdings in Poland
decreased by ca. 30%. In next three years, 2010–2013, pace of decrease in number of
such holdings slowed down to level of ca. 5% per three years, which extended to a
10-year period (as before) means ca. 15% decrease. Synthetic proprieties of dynamics
of number of agricultural households in analysed period (particularly in pre-accession
and shortly after the accession) were not visible for individual regions of Poland. In
three regions, i.e. Southern Region, Northwestern Region and Southwestern Region,



Sociâlo Zinâtòu Vçstnesis   2017   270

the pace of decrease in number of agricultural holdings observed was higher than
nationwide, whereas in Central Region and, particularly, in Eastern Region, the pace
was lower in comparison to dynamics observed nationwide and in three aforementioned
regions. Presented analyses indicate that most beneficial changes in agrarian structure
occurred in western and southern part of Poland. However, as should be marked,
conditions of these processes were different. In western Poland, the process of land
concentration ensued due to privatization of state agricultural farms occurring after
1989 and, later, due to rational land consolidation and purchasing land from weaker
and waning farmers. On the other hand, relative reduction of number of farms in
southern Poland is a natural process rather than merely an economic one, being a
result of strong fragmentation of agrarian structure in this part of country in compar-
ison to other regions. Relatively slow decrease of number of farms in eastern region
might be explained with high diversity of condition of agriculture in this part of the
country. Both intensive agriculture with large, economically strong milk farms and
much more fragmented and less intensive are present in the area. In the whole, eastern
region of Poland, the agricultural holdings are mostly historically familiar and that
tradition-ownership circumstance hinders the processes of rational consolidation and
purchasing of land from weaker and waning farmers. Unfortunately, this process is
not beneficial for further development of agriculture in eastern Poland.

Table 3
Average size of an individual farm with an area exceeding

1 ha of agricultural land

2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2010 2011 2012 2013

Poland 7.4 7.5 7.6 7.7 7.8 7.8 8.0 8.6 8.9 8.4 9.3 9.5
Central
Region

6.9 7.1 7.3 7.2 7.4 7.3 7.4 7.8 8.0 * 8.1 8.5

Southern
Region

3.5 3.5 3.5 3.6 3.7 3.7 3.8 4.1 4.4 * 4.3 4.6

Eastern
Region

5.9 6.1 6.1 6.1 6.2 6.2 6.5 6.7 6.9 * 7.3 7.3

North-
western 11.4 11.8 12.4 12.2 12.4 12.5 12.6 13.7 14.0 * 15.1 14.8
Region
South-
western 9.8 10.1 9.9 9.8 10.3 10.0 10.5 12.2 12.5 * 13.1 13.7
Region
Northern
Region

13.8 13.4 13.8 14.1 14.4 14.6 14.6 15.8 16.1 * 16.7 17.1

Note: *- Data for 2011 was generalised to national level due to small sample size.

Source: Own elaboration based on Central Statistical Office data.
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Dynamics of average acreage of agricultural holding in Poland and individual
region in years 2003–2013 is presented in Table 3. Nationwide average acreage per
farm rose steadily in this period from 7.4 ha to 9.5 ha. The average acreage of farm
was strongly varying between regions, whereas pace of increase in size was also dif-
ferent. The positive correlation between size of holdings in given region and dynamics
of increase in average acreage was confirmed and illustrated. Therefore, the lowest
change in average size of farm (ca. 1 ha) was observed in southern and eastern regions,
where smallest holdings exist, whereas the fastest increase in average acreage (over
3 ha) occurred in north-western, south-western and northern regions, where largest
holdings are located.

The issue of patchiness

Process of system transformation as well as conveying (dividing) farms through
inheritance led to significant changes in land use in Poland. Negative phenomena in
structure of land use, recorded in years 2002–2010, consist mostly of deterioration of
spatial organization of farms and occurrence of patchiness. Privatization of public
agricultural holdings was accompanied by land transfers to other users, usually in
form of leasing or purchasing transactions. Moreover, turn of 20th century in agriculture
was a time of intensive, unrestricted process of conveying farms to descendants. In
many cases this involved dividing existing holdings into several smaller ones, non-
productive in nature, as well as dividing agricultural plots into smaller ones with
recreational purpose. Decrease in number of agricultural holdings and increase in
their acreage usually leads to deterioration of their spatial layout. Hence, number of
farms is increasing that have plots of land in several and even in dozens of locations,
frequently in significant distance from the main premises.

Table 4
Agricultural holdings and acreage of farmland by number of plots

in 2002 and 2010

Holdings owning farmlands Acreage of farmlands
2002 2010 Dynamics 2002 2010 Dynamics

number % number %
2002=

number % number %
2002=

100 100

total 2916260 100.0 2264657 100.0 77.7 16899297 100.0 15502975 100.0 91.7

1 plot 1232676 42.3 684123 30.2 55.5 2603617 15.4 895313.6 5.8 34.4

2–3 944333 32.4 678922 30.0 71.9 4546057 26.9 2637255 17.0 58.0

4–5 378672 13.0 365138 16.1 96.4 3251595 19.2 2655061 17.1 81.7

6–9 243226 8.3 308453 13.6 126.8 3008377 17.8 3241083 20.9 107.7

10+ 117353 4.0 228021 10.1 194.3 3489650 20.7 6074262 39.2 174.7

Source: Gùæbocki 2014, page 59.
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The phenomenon of escalating patchiness in Poland in years 2002–2010 is well
illustrated in Table 4. Quantitative and size structure of agricultural holdings broken
down by number of plots in the holding in 2012 indicates much higher percentage of
farms with increasing number of plots (4–5, 6–9 and, particularly 10+) in comparison
to structure 8 years earlier, in year 2002. At the same time, percentage of holdings
having only one plot, i.e. with optimal layout decreased in analysed period by 12 per-
centage points. The highest dynamics of patchiness escalation in analysed period was
observed in areas where large amounts of land were owned by State Treasury, agricul-
tural production cooperatives and other actors of real estate market.

The scope of patchiness phenomenon and its negative economic and organizational
effects make initiating large-scale consolidation works one of the most important
tasks for Polish agriculture.

Conclusion

Transformations that occurred in agrarian structure in Poland in years 2002–
2016 are huge. These changes were multidimensional, leading mostly to decrease in
amount of land owned by State Treasury for increase in private ownership. State
Treasury assets decreased mostly through leasing and subsequent sale of land. The
main reason for relatively dynamic changes in private farms was freedom of dividing
agricultural holdings into smaller parts with commercial purposes with some of them
losing their agricultural holding status (below 1 ha of farmlands). Despite significant
decrease in total amount of farmlands owned by farmers, increase in average acreage
of holding occurred.

As should also be noted, a considerable diversification of agriculture exists between
regions. Larger and thus more competitive farms are located in northern and western
parts of Poland. Agricultural holdings located in southern and, partially, eastern Poland
tend to have lower potential due to their fragmentation.

Positive changes in ownership and size structure of agricultural holdings are
accompanied by deterioration of layout of their lands. Dividing farms into smaller
parts because of familial or commercial reasons, particularly around cities and in areas
with attractive natural features, worsen spatial structure of farms, intensify patchiness
and significantly decrease total acreage of farmlands. This phenomenon is a result of
increasing demand on real estate raised by city residents attempting to improve their
living condition by moving out to the countryside. Apart from individual buyers,
increase in demand for agricultural real estate dedicated to housing or other economic
purposes is also a result of large investment and development companies.

The smallest farms were eliminated from economic environment, while medium-
sized holdings became stronger. From the competitiveness standpoint, this change is
beneficial. However, negative results may also be observed, i.e. increase in patchiness
of fields.

The improvement of the competiveness of Polish agriculture will depend on the
development of those farms, that already have achieved a relatively significant economic
potential and will continue that way. The number of Polish farms with ability to
compete can be established at ca. 220 thousand (Chmieliñski, Karwat-Woêniak 2009).
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Andrejs Lazdiòð, Dina Popluga

LATVIJAS DEGRADÇTO TERITORIJU IESAISTÎÐANAS
TAUTSAIMNIECÎBÂ IESPÇJU RISINÂJUMI

Teritoriju maksimâla un efektîva iesaistîðana saimnieciskajâ darbîbâ ir viens no ilgtspçjîgas
attîstîbas pamatuzdevumiem. Latvijâ sastopamo degradçto teritoriju platîbas un iezîmes ïauj
tajâs attîstît Latvijâ reti izmantoto ogu (lâcenes, brûklenes) audzçðanu pârtikas rûpniecîbas
vajadzîbâm un âtraudzîgo kârklu audzçðanu bioenerìijas vajadzîbâm. Raksta mçríis – piedâvât
risinâjumus efektîvai degradçto zemes platîbu izmantoðanai. Darba uzdevums ir piedâvât risinâ-
jumu Latvijâ reti izmantoto ogu (lâceòu, brûkleòu) un enerìçtisko kârklu audzçðanas perspek-
tîvu degradçtajâs teritorijâs. Pçtîjumâ izmantota statistisko datu analîzes metode, zinâtniskâs
un profesionâlâs literatûras analîze, iedzîvotâju aptauja. Autori iepazîstina sabiedrîbu ar minçto
kultûru îpatnîbâm, kâ arî to audzçðanas iespçjâm un ðíçrðïiem, piedâvâjot ieskaitu arî citu
valstu pieredzç. Apzinâtas problçmas ir raþotâju un patçrçtâju vâjâs zinâðanas lâceòu, brûkleòu
audzçðanâ un izmantoðanâ, kâ arî enerìçtisko kârklu audzçðanâ un pârstrâdç. Analîze parâda,
ka lâceòu (arî kauleòu), brûkleòu, enerìçtisko kârklu audzçðana ir perspektîva un ievieðama
audzçðanai degradçtajâs un citâs zemes platîbâs. Galvenie secinâjumi: pçtîjums parâda ka Eiropâ
ir introducçtas lâceòu, brûkleòu ðíirnes, kuras izmantojamas plantâciju ierîkoðanâ, bet vâji
pçtîts tirgus un ir vâjas raþotâju un patçrçtâju zinâðanas par ðîm ogu kultûrâm; enerìçtisko
kârklu audzçðanâ ir iegûta zinâma pieredze, tirgus pieprasîjums liecina ka enerìçtisko kârklu
audzçðana attîstîsies.

Atslçgas vârdi: degradçtâs teritorijas, saimnieciskâ darbîba, lâcenes, brûklenes, kârkli,
bioenerìija.

Possible solutions for brownfields involvement in economic activities in Latvia

Maximal and effective territories’ involvement in economic activities is one of the main
tasks for sustainable development. The areas and peculiarities of brownfields in Latvia make it
possible to develop the cultivation of berries (cloudberry, cowberry), which is rarely used in
food industry in Latvia and the cultivation of rapidly growing willows to produce bioenergy.
The objective of the article is to offer solutions for the effective use of brownfields; it offers the
prospect to grow rarely used berries such as cloudberries and cowberries, as well as willows
for bioenergy. Statistical analysis method, scientific analysis, professional literature as well as
a survey of the population are used in the study. The authors introduce society to the peculiarities
of the mentioned cultures and the opportunities and obstacles to their cultivation and summarize
other countries experience. Among the identified problems, the authors indicate lack of know-
ledge for producers and consumers of how to grow and use cowberries and cloudberries, as
well the how to cultivate and process energy willows. Analysis shows that growing cloudberries
(and stone-berries), cowberries, energy willows is promising and can be introduced on both
brownfields and other land areas. But the problem is that the market is poorly researched and
producers and consumers are poorly acquainted with these berry crops; in the field of growing
energy willows, there is experience, in turn, the demand in the market testifies the further
development of energy willows cultivation.

Key words: brownfield, economic activities, cloudberry, cowberry, willow, bioenergy.
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Âîçì îæíûå ðåøå íèÿ äëÿ âîâëå÷åíèÿ äåãðàäèðîâàííûõ òåððèòîðèé â õîçÿéñòâåííóþ
äåÿòåëüíîñòü Ëàòâèè

Ìàêñèìàëüíîå è ýôôåêòèâíîå âîâëå÷åíèå òåððèòîðèé â õîçÿéñòâåííóþ äåÿòåëüíîñòü
ÿâëÿåòñÿ îäíîé èç îñíîâíûõ çàäà÷ äîëãîñïîñîáíîãî ðàçâèòèÿ. Ïëîùàäè è îñîáåííîñòè
äåãðàäèðîâàííûõ òåððèòîðèé â Ëàòâèè ïîçâîëÿþò ðàçâèòü âûðàùèâàíèå ðåäêî èñïîëüçó-
åìûõ â Ëàòâèè ÿãîä (ìîðîøêà, áðó ñíèêà) äëÿ íóæä ïèùåâîé ïðîìûøëåííîñòè è âûðà-
ùèâàíèå áûñòðî ðàñòóùèõ èâ äëÿ ïðîèçâîäñòâà áèîýíåðãèè. Öåëü ñòàòüè — ïðåäëîæèòü
ðåøåíèÿ äëÿ ýôôåêòèâíîãî èñïîëüçîâàíèÿ äåãðàäèðîâàííûõ çåìåëüíûõ óãîäèé. Çàäà÷à
ñòàòüè — ïðåäëîæèòü ïåðñïåêòèâó âûðàùèâàíèÿ â Ëàòâèè ðåäêî èñïîëüçóåìûõ ÿãîä (ìî-
ðîøêà, áðó ñíèêà) è ýíåðãåòè÷åñêèõ èâ íà äåãðàäèðîâàííûõ òåððèòîðèÿõ. Â èññëåäîâàíèè
ïðèìåíÿëñÿ ìåòîä ñòàòèñòè÷åñêîãî àíàëèçà, àíàëèç íà ó÷íîé è ïðîôåññèîíàëüíîé ëèòå-
ðàòóðû, îïðîñ íàñåëåíèÿ. Àâòîðû çíàêîìÿò îáùåñòâî ñ îñîáåííîñòÿìè óïîìÿíóòûõ êóëü-
òóð, à òàêæå ñ âîçìîæíîñòÿìè è ïðåïÿòñòâèÿìè èõ âûðàùèâàíèÿ, ïðåäëàãàÿ îáçîð îïûòà
äðóãèõ ñòðàí. Ñðåäè âûÿâëåííûõ ïðîáëåì àâòîðû óêàçûâàþò ñëàáûå çíàíèÿ ïðîèçâîäè-
òåëåé è ïîòðåáèòåëåé î âûðàùèâàíèè è èñïîëüçîâàíèè ìîðîøêè, áðó ñíèêè, à òàêæå î
âûðàùèâàíèè è ïåðåðàáîòêè ýíåðãåòè÷åñêèõ èâ. Àíàëèç ïîêàçûâàåò , ÷òî âûðàùèâàíèå
ìîðîøêè (è êîñòÿíèêè), áðó ñíèêè, ýíåðãåòè÷åñêèõ èâ ÿâëÿåòñÿ ïåðñïåêòèâíûì è ìîæåò
áûòü ââåäåíî êàê íà äåãðàäèðîâàííûõ, òàê è íà äðóãèõ çåìåëüíûõ óãîäüÿõ. Îñíîâíûå âû-
âîäû: èññëåäîâàíèå ïîêàçàëî, ÷òî â Åâðîïå ââåäåíû ñîðòà ìîðîøêè, áðó ñíèêè äëÿ ðàçâå-
äåíèÿ ïëàíòàöèé, íî ñëàáî èññëåäîâàí ðûíîê, ïðîèçâîäèòåëè è ïîòðåáèòåëè ñëàáî çíà-
êîìû ñ ýòèìè ÿãîäíûìè êóëü òóðàìè; â îáëàñòè âûðàùèâàíèÿ ýíåðãåòè÷åñêèõ èâ îïûò
èìååòñÿ, â ñâîþ î÷åðåäü ñïðîñ íà ðûíêå ñâèäåòåëüñòâóåò î äàëüíåéøåì ðàçâèòèè âûðà-
ùèâàíèÿ ýíåðãåòè÷åñêèõ èâ.

Êëþ÷åâûå ñëîâà: äåãðàäèðîâàííûå òåððèòîðèè, õîçÿéñòâåííàÿ äåÿòåëüíîñòü, ìîðîøêà ,
áðóñíèêà, èâà, áèîýíåðãèÿ.

Ievads

Teritoriju sakârtoðana un iesaistîðana saimnieciskâs darbîbas apritç ir bûtisks
ieguldîjums ilgtspçjîgas attîstîbas îstenoðanâ. Latvijas ilgtspçjîgas attîstîbas stratçìijâ
tiek norâdîts, ka valdîbai ir jâievieð valstiska lîmeòa dabas kapitâla saglabâðanas un
atjaunoðanas plâns, kas ietvertu arî dabas saglabâðanas un atjaunoðanas telpisku
plânojumu un biotehnoloìiju izmantoðanas iespçjas un riskus (Latvijas Republikas
Saeima 2010).

Viena no problemâtiskajâm teritorijâm ir degradçtâs teritorijas. Degradçtâs terito-
rijas “Zemes pârvaldîbas likumâ” ir definçtas kâ teritorijas ar izpostîtu vai bojâtu
zemes virskârtu, derîgo izrakteòu ieguves un saimnieciskâs vai militârâs darbîbas terito-
rijas arî pamestas apbûves teritorijas (Likumi.lv 2014). Saskaòâ ar Vides aizsardzîbas
un reìionâlâs attîstîbas ministrijas (VARAM) rîcîbâ esoðu informâciju, paðvaldîbu un
privâtîpaðumâ kopumâ ir 5826 ha degradçto teritoriju (VARAM 2017). Ar Eiropas
Savienîbas fondu finansçjumu 2014.–2020. gadâ plânots atjaunot 556 ha, jeb 9.5%
degradçto teritoriju, kuras var tikt izmantotas uzòçmçjdarbîbâ (VARAM 2017).

Raksta autori, izvçrtçjot daþâdas iespçjas, atjaunotajâs degradçtajâs teritorijas
piedâvâ audzçt lâcenes, brûklenes un kârklus, jo visbieþâk ðîs teritorijas ir ar paaugsti-
nâtu mitrumu, pârpurvotas. Raksta risinâtâ problçma ir vçrsta uz tâm teritorijâm,
kur iespçjams atjaunot augsnes auglîgo daïu vai arî teritorijâm, kur augsnes virskârta
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ir daïçji zaudçjusi savu ekonomisko nozîmi (degradçtâ augsne), bet ir iespçjams to
atjaunot (samazinât mitruma reþîmu, novçrst erozijas procesus).

Raksta mçríis ir rast risinâjumus degradçto teritoriju izmantoðanâ Latvijâ, piedâ-
vâjot kâ risinâjumu lâceòu, brûkleòu un kârklu audzçðanu. Minçti augi ir vietçjâs vai
introducçtâs sugas, tâtad pielâgotas esoðajiem apstâkïiem. Mçría îstenoðanas uzdevumi
ir: îsi raksturot teorçtisko un praktisko bâzi par degradçtâm teritorijâm; piedâvât
risinâjumus degradçto teritoriju izmantoðanâ Latvijâ.

Pçtîjumâ izmantota aprakstoðâ, statistiskâ pçtîjuma metode. Aptaujâti (intervçti)
76 respondenti pçc nejauðîbas principa 2017. gada augustâ. Autori koncentrç uzmanîbu
uz divâm ogu kultûrâm – lâcenes, brûklenes, kâ arî kârkliem.

Latvijas zinâtniskajâ literatûrâ nav aprakstîta un analizçta iespçja degradçtajâs
teritorijâs audzçt lâcenes, brûklenes un kârklus, bet ir pieminçti daþâdi risinâjumi, kâ
jaunu atpûtas, raþoðanas objektu bûvniecîba, rekreâcijas un zaïo zonu veidoðana
(Jakson et al. 2010). Ârzemju literatûrâ tai skaitâ arî zinâtniskajâ literatûrâ par
brûkleòu un kârklu (enerìçtisko arî âtraudzîgo kârklu) audzçðanu ir pçtîjumi, bet
pçtîjumi par ogu kultûru audzçðanu degradçtajâs teritorijâs nav. Ir veikti pçtîjumi par
enerìçtisko kultûru (kârkli, saulespuíes, kukurûza) audzçðanu degradçtajâs teritorijâs.
Zinâtniskajos avotos uzsvars tiek likts uz teritoriju attîrîðanu, izmantojot augus enerìç-
tikai (Enell, Andersson-Skold, Vestin, Wagelmans 2016; Cundy, Bardos, Puschenreiter
2016).

Raksts sastâv no trim nodaïâm. Pirmajâ nodaïâ tiek sniegts îss pçtîjuma teorçtiskais
pamatojums, otrajâ nodaïâ tiek piedâvâta reti izmantoto ogu (lâceòu, brûkleòu) un
enerìçtisko kârklu audzçðanas perspektîva degradçtajâs teritorijâs Latvijâ un treðâ
nodaïa noslçdz rakstu ar secinâjumiem.

Problçmas teorçtiskais pamatojums

Degradçto teritoriju problçma ir plaða, jo ðîs teritorijas veidojas cilvçku aktîvas
darbîbas rezultâtâ, industriâlâs darbîbas (arî lauksaimniecîba), militârâs darbîbas,
transporta infrastruktûras, institucionâlâs darbîbas (skolas, slimnîcas, sanatorijas),
komercdarbîbas (veikali, tirgi), kultûras un brîvâ laika pavadîðanas (sporta laukumi,
parki) vietâs (Ferber 2006). Degradçto teritoriju atjaunoðanâ bûtisks ir ekonomiskais
aspekts (Schadler et al. 2012). Òemot vçrâ ðo aspektu Notingemas universitâtes zinât-
nieki izstrâdâjuði “A-B-C modeli”, kurð ïauj sagrupçt degradçtâs teritorijas trîs grupâs
pçc degradâcijas pakâpes un atjaunoðanas iespçjâm (Ferber, Grimski, Miller, Nathanail
2006).

“A-B-C modelis” ïauj labâk izprast degradçto zemju atjaunoðanas ekonomisko
nozîmi, kas îpaði svarîga ir Latvijas teritorijâ, kur daudzas teritorijas tika degradçtas
pçdçjâ kara laikâ un pçc kara lîdz 1991. gadam (1. attçls).

A tipa degradçtajâm teritorijâm nav nepiecieðams valsts finansiâls atbalsts. Atka-
rîbâ no to atraðanâs vietas ðâda tipa teritorijas bûtu viegli iesaistâmas raþoðanâ, t.sk.
lâceòu, brûkleòu un enerìçtisko kârklu audzçðanâ.
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1. attçls
Degradçto teritoriju atjaunoðanas “A-B-C modelis”

Avots: autoru veidots pçc Ferber, Grimski, Miller, Nathanail 2006.

B tipa degradçtajâm teritorijâm ir nepiecieðams valsts un citu finansiâls atbalsts,
lai ðîs teritorijas attîstîtu vai uzlabotu lîdz A tipa degradçto teritoriju lîmenim.

C tipa degradçtu teritoriju uzlaboðana ir atkarîga no finanðu lîdzekïiem, kuru
sniedz valsts un paðvaldîbas. Ðo teritoriju iesaistîðana lâceòu, brûkleòu un enerìçtisko
kârklu audzçðana finansiâli varçtu bût ïoti dârga (nav pçtîjumu un pieredzes). Jâatzîmç
arî fakts, ka Latvijâ nav veikti ekonomiskie pçtîjumi par lâceòu, brûkleòu un kârklu
audzçðanu degradçtajâs teritorijâs.

Reti izmantoto ogu (lâceòu, brûkleòu) un enerìçtisko kârklu audzçðanas
perspektîvas degradçtajâs teritorijâs Latvijâ

Palielinot paðvaldîbu lomu uzòçmçjdarbîbas veicinâðanai, uz izdevîgiem noteiku-
miem iznomâjot zemi, izîrçjot neizmantotâs raþoðanas vai citas telpas un citâdi atbalstot
jaunos un esoðos uzòçmçjus ir iespçjams uzlabot uzòçmçjdarbîbas vidi. Pamatojoties
uz izstrâdâto “A-B-C modeli” (Ferber, Grimski, Miller, Nathanail 2006) plaðâk apsprie-
þamas ir teritorijas, kuras ietilpu A un B lîmenî, jo svarîgi nodroðinât augu augðanas
apstâkïus, pie nosacîjumiem, ka teritorijas atbilst visiem droðîbas kritçrijiem, kas
attiecas uz pârtikas raþoðanu, izòemot enerìçtisko kârklu audzçðanu (ðeit bûtu sagai-
dâms valsts atbalsts).

Tirgus izvçrtçjumâ analizçti kvantitatîvie dati par iespçju audzçt lâcenes, brûklenes,
pârdot izejvielas vai raþot gatavo produkciju; audzçt âtraudzîgos kârklus un realizçt
ðíeldu.

Lâceòu un brûkleòu audzçðanas ðíçrðïi un iesaistîðanâs saimnieciskajâ darbîbâ
iespçjas Latvijâ. Lâceòu un brûkleòu audzçðana degradçtajâs teritorijâs, pçc autoru
domâm, varçtu nodroðinât degradçto teritoriju ilgtspçjîgu attîstîbu, kâ arî diversifi-
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kâciju Latvijâ piedâvâtam produktu klâstam pârtikas rûpniecîbâ, bet nav pieredzes
un bûtu jâveic bioloìiskie pçtîjumi un ekonomiskie aprçíini.

Lâcenes. Lâcenes (Rubus chamaemorus L.) ir Latvijas purvos izplatîts augs, kam
piemçrota izgaismota purvu teritorija vai rekultivçtas purvu teritorijas. Rûpnieciski
Latvijâ lâcenes neaudzç (nav publicçto avotu), bet ir iespçja iegâdâties lâceòu stâdus
privâtajâm vajadzîbâm. Lâceòu audzçðanas izmaksas pçc autoru domâm augstas.
Problçmu radîs teritorijas iekârtoðana un pietiekama apjoma stâdâmâ materiâla ieguve,
jo nav pamatmateriâla, spraudeòu ieguvei. Piemçram, lâceòu stâda cena internetveikalâ
(2017. gada pavasarî) 3.00 EUR (SIA Hedera 2017). Tomçr, jâatzîmç, ka lâceòu
stâdu pieejamîba Latvijâ ir pirmais ðíçrslis ðo ogu plaðâkai audzçðanai, jo tirgû Latvijâ
lâceòu stâdus nepiedâvâ, bet piedâvâ kauleòu stâdus, kam ir zinâma lîdzîba. SIA “Jâòa
Aldermaòa dârzniecîbâ” (Rîgâ) var iegâdâties no Igaunijas ievestu ziemeïu kauleòu
(Rubus arkticus) ðíiròu, piemçram, ‘Astra’, ‘Aura’, “Pima”, ‘Mespi’ konteinerstâdus
par 5.00 EUR lîdz 10.00 EUR par stâdu (Jâòa Aldermaòa dârzniecîba 2017). Lâcençm
alternatîvo kauleòu audzçðana (dârza lâcene) Latvijas klimatiskajos apstâkïos bûtu
izdevîga, jo augi ir izturîgi pret slimîbâm un kaitçkïiem. Kauleòu stâdiem raksturîgs
10–15 cm augsts krûms, ïoti aromâtiski ziedi un ogas (ienâkas jûlija beigâs, augustâ),
kuras lietojamas gan svaigas, gan termiski apstrâdâtas.

Citu valstu pieredze parâda (ieskaitot autoru pieredzi, apmeklçjot Amerikas Savie-
notâs Valstis un Norvçìiju), ka lâceòu izmantoðana pârtikas rûpniecîbâ ir samçrâ
veiksmîga, piemçram Amerikas Savienoto Valstu un Eiropas lielâko pilsçtu pârtikas
veikalos var nopirkt lâceòu ievârîjumu, lâceòu kompotu, lâceòu liíieri, bet Norvçìijâ
lâceòu saldçjumu. Apsekojot veikalus Latvijâ (Rîga, Jelgava, Ogre, Jçkabpils, Dau-
gavpils, Liepâja) ar daþâda lieluma pârtikas produktu sortimentu, tika konstatçts, ka
svaigas vai saldçtas lâcenes netiek piedâvâtas, arî pârtikas pârstrâdes produkti
kâ ievârîjums, dþems vai kompoti netiek piedâvâti. Zema piedâvâjuma dçï lâceòu
cena Centrâltirgû Rîgâ ir salîdzinoði augsta (piemçram, 2016. gada jûlijâ 10.00–15.00
EUR/kg).

Otrais ðíçrslis lâceòu audzçðanai ir vâja potenciâlo patçrçtâju informçtîba. Aptau-
jâjot pçc nejauðîbas principa izvçlçtos 76 Latvijas iedzîvotâjus Rîgâ, Jelgavâ, Ogrç,
Jçkabpilî, Daugavpilî, Liepâjâ 2017. gada augustâ, autori konstatçja, ka iedzîvotâji
par lâcençm ir dzirdçjuði, bet daudzi nezina, kâdas tâs izskatâs. Vecâkâ paaudze,
îpaði lauku iedzîvotâji labâk zina, kas ir lâcenes un pat ir lietojuði pârtikâ, savukârt,
jaunâ paaudze nezina, kas ir lâcenes un nav lietojuði tâs pârtikâ. Tomçr ðî problçma ir
aktuâla ne tikai Latvijâ. Daudzu valstu tirdzniecîbas un mârketinga speciâlisti uzsver,
ka lâceòu eksportu traucç atðíirîgâs zinâðanas par ogâm un atðíirîgais ogu nosaukums,
ko patçrçtâji lieto daþâdâs valstîs (Ferber 2006).

Òemot vçrâ autoru pieredzi Norvçìijâ un aptaujas rezultâtus, liekot uzsvaru uz
ogu vizuâli pievilcîgo skatu un citâm izcilajâm organoletiskajâm îpaðîbâm, izmantojot
mârketinga instrumentus (produkts, cena, sadale, virzîðana), ir iespçjams sasniegt labus
rezultâtus.

Brûklenes. Brûklenes (Vaccinium Vitis-idaea) raþa lîdz 2 kg/m2, agrâm ðíirnçm
lîdz 0.8 kg/m2. Brûkleòu rûpnieciskai audzçðanai ir sena vçsture. Piemçram, tiek uzskatîts
ka 1732. gadâ uzsâkâs brûkleòu tirdzniecîba Zviedrijâ (1), bet 1902. gadâ 20 miljoni
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kg ogu eksportçja uz Vâciju (Ferber, Grimski, Miller, Nathanail 2006). Ierîkotas
brûkleòu plantâcijas rûpnieciskai raþoðanai ir Norvçìijâ, Zviedrijâ, Somijâ, Vâcijâ,
Austrijâ un Ðveicç, kâ potenciâlâs teritorijas tiek minçtas Latvija, Lietuva, Igaunija,
Polija (Heidenreich 2010). Latvijâ nav reìistrçtu rûpniecisku brûkleòu stâdîjumu, bet
analizçjot virkni publikâciju, ir minçti piemâjas lauciòi ar brûkleòu stâdîjumiem.
Zinâtniskiem nolûkiem Nacionâlajâ botâniskajâ dârzâ (NBD) Salaspilî ir brûkleòu
ðíiròu kolekcija.

Latvijâ SIA “Kokaudzçtava Baltezers” ir nopçrkami brûkleòu ‘Koralle’, ‘Red Pearl’,
‘Runo Bielawskie’ u.c. (Kokaudzçtava Baltzers 2017). Nacionâlajâ botâniskajâ dârzâ
(Salaspilî) 2016.gada pavasarî varçja iegâdâties Latvijâ selekcionçtas, ar spraudeòiem
pavairotus brûkleòu ‘Salaspils Raþîgâ’ (vidçja lieluma, nogatavojas augusta otrajâ
pusç), ‘Rubîna Lâse’ (nogatavojas augusta otrajâ pusç), ‘Jûlija’ (mazliet iegarenas
vidçja lieluma ogas), ‘Koralle’ (raþîga ðíirne, apaïîgâm ogâm), ‘Erntekrone’ (apaïas,
ïoti lielas) stâdus kûdras podiòos par 0.50 EUR gabalâ (Nacionâlais botâniskais dârzs
2017). Tomçr, pçc daþâdiem avotiem brûkleòu ieguves un realizâcijas apjomus ietekmç
laika apstâkïi, îpaði brûkleòu ziedçðanas laikâ gaisa temperatûras pazeminâðanâs (Burt,
Penhallegon 2003), kas rada arî zinâmus ðíçrðïus to audzçðanai.

Statistiski nav iespçjams noteikt Latvijas teritorijâ ievâkto brûkleòu kopraþu, bet
svaigas ogas tirgû tiek piedâvâtas (autoru novçrojumi), veikalos tiek piedâvâti produkti,
kuru sastâvâ ir brûkleòu ogas.

Brûkleòu ogu plantâciju ierîkoðanas izmaksas nav pçtîtas, sâkotnçji var izmantot
analoìijas principu dzçrveòu stâdîjumu ierîkoðanâ, jo pavairoðanas un stâdîðanas prin-
cipi ir lîdzîgi. Brûkleòu stâdîjumu ierîkoðana varçtu bût lçtâka, jo Latvijâ ir izveidotas
un introducçtas brûkleòu ðíirnes un uzkrâta zinâma pieredze, NBD Salaspilî Dr.biol.
Alfreda Ripas vadîbâ.

Ogu audzçðanas pieredzes îss raksturojums. Izvçrtçjot Latvijâ iegûto augïu un
ogu kopraþu no 2008. gada lîdz 2015. gadam, ir vçrojama kopraþas samazinâðanâs
(skatît 3. attçlu). Vienîgâ pozitîvâ tendence ir, ka ar 2009. gadu saraþotâ augïu un
ogu kopraþa ir izlîdzinâjusies. Raþoðana ir koncentrçjusies un stabilizçjusies, bet ko-
pçjais apjoms ir ïoti mazs. Salîdzinot raþîgâkos gadus (1993. gads) ar pçdçjo 2015.gadu
augïu un ogu kopraþa ir samazinâjusies desmit reizçs.

Izvçrtçjot Latvijas pârtikas raþotâju stratçìijas, var secinât, ka apgrozîjuma palie-
linâðana, rentabilitâtes celðana ir panâkama, attîstot pârtikas produktu eksportu.
Pârtikas produktu eksports kopçjâ eksporta struktûrâ ir ap 20%. Brûkleòu, lâceòu
ogu un to pârstrâdes produktu eksports ir iespçjams iesaistot vidçjos un mazos pârtikas
produktu raþotâjus kooperâcijâ pârstrâdes un tirdzniecîbas kompleksâ risinâðanâ,
jaunu produktu izstrâdç. Piemçram, “Râmkalni” ir uzsâkuði sukâþu raþoðanu un
realizçðanu Íînas tirgû (Râmkalni Nordeco 2017).

Izvçrtçjot informâciju par raþotâjiem, var secinât, ka Latvijas iekðçjais tirgus ir
pietiekami piesâtinâts. Lai attîstîtu raþoðanu, paaugstinâtu ienâkumus un mazinâtu
izmaksas (celtu rentabilitâti) ir jâattîsta produkcijas eksports.
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2. attçls
Augïu un ogu kopraþa Latvijâ 2008.–2015. gadâ, tûkst. tonnas

Piezîme: Attçlâ ir atspoguïota kopçjâ aina, apkopoti dati par autoru apskatîtajâm ogu sugâm
netiek piedâvâti.

Avots: autoru veidots pçc Centrâlâs Statistikas Pârvaldes Datubâzes 2017.

Norvçìijâ ir vçrâ òemama pieredze ogu kultûru audzçðanâ, pârstrâdç un realizçðanâ
tirgû, tai skaitâ arî veiksmîgs brûkleòu eksports.

Vçrtçjot Norvçìijas brûkleòu eksportu un importu, var konstatçt, ka râdîtâji ir
neizlîdzinâti, pçdçjos gados brûkleòu eksports ir krietni lielâks nekâ imports (skatît
3. attçlu).

3. attçls
Norvçìijas brûkleòu eksporta un importa râdîtâji ar Nîderlandi,

tûkst. EUR

Avots: autoru veidots pçc Centrâlâs Statistikas Pârvaldes Datubâzes 2017.
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Âtraudzîgo kârklu audzçðanas iespçjas. Âtraudzîgo kârklu audzçðana ir viens no
virzieniem kâ veicinât ilgtspçjîgu attîstîbu enerìçtikas jomâ. Jautâjumi par energo-
resursu efektîvu izmantoðanu un alternatîvu meklçjumiem ilgtspçjîgas attîstîbas kon-
tekstâ ir vairâku zinâtnisko pçtîjumu centrâ gan attiecîbâ uz mâjsaimniecîbâm, gan
uzòçmçjdarbîbu (Tvaronavièienë 2016; Raudeliûnienë, Tvaronavièienë, Dzemyda,
Sepehri 2014). Attîstoties alternatîvâs enerìijas raþoðanai, îpaði bioenerìijas raþoðanai,
aktuâla kïûst lçtas ðíeldas materiâla raþoðana. Kâ viens no risinâjumiem ir âtraudzîgo
kârklu audzçðana degradçtajâs un citâs lauksaimniecîbai nederîgâs teritorijâs.

4. attçls
Kurinâmâs ðíeldas raþoðana Latvijâ 2008.–2015.gadâ,

tûkst. ber. kubikmetri

Avots: autora veidots pçc Centrâlâs Statistikas Pârvaldes Datubâzes 2017.

Kâ râda statistiskie dati, no 2008. gada lîdz 2015. gadam kopçjie ðíeldas raþoðanas
apjomi Latvijâ nepârtraukti pieaug (skatît 4. attçlu).

Stâdâmâ materiâla sagatavoðanâ izmanto Salix ìints daþâdu kârklu un kârklu
klonu spraudeòus (20–25 cm gari viengadîgu dzinumu spraudeòi). Selekcijas ceïâ
uzlabotie kloni ir daudz produktîvâki un izturîgâki pret slimîbâm un kaitçkïiem, salî-
dzinot ar dabîgos apstâkïos augoðiem kârkliem.

Âtraudzîgo kârklu plantâcijas Latvijâ paðlaik aizòem vairâk nekâ 1000 ha, lielâkâs
stâdîjumu platîbas ierîkotas Vidzemç un Kurzemç. Patlaban kârklu ðíeldai vietçjâ
tirgû ir minimâla konkurence vai tâs nav nemaz. Daïa katlumâju ðíeldu iepçrk bera-
majos kubikmetros, kur vidçjâ cena ir 8.20 EUR. Ir aprçíinâts, ka ðíeldas transpor-
tçðana atmaksâjas, ja kârklu plantâcija atrodas tuvu kurinâmâ patçriòa vietai, t.i.,
apmçram 50 km râdiusâ no tâs. Pirmâ kârklu raþa tiek iegûta pçc 4–5 gadiem. Pçc
tam to novâc ik pçc trim gadiem. Raþîba apmçram 45–50 tonnu zaïâs masas koksnes
no 1 ha (LVMI Silava 2005).

Salîdzinot statistiskos datus no pçtîjuma “Biomasas izmantoðanas izmaksu – iegu-
vumu analîze” (Ekoncepti SIA 2013) par ðíeldas un skaidu raþoðanu (skatît 5. attçlu)
no 2008. gada lîdz 2015. gadam, tâs raþoðana un izmantoðana pieaugusi vidçji 1.2
reizes, sasniedzot maksimumu 2011. gadâ (3030 tûkst. tonnas).
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5. attçls
Ðíeldas (arî skaidu) raþoðana Latvijâ 2008. – 2015.gadâ, tûkst. tonnas

Avots: autoru veidots pçc pçtîjuma “Biomasas izmantoðanas izmaksu – ieguvumu analîzes”
datiem (Ekoncepti SIA 2013).

Veiktajâ pçtîjumâ “Biomasas izmantoðanas izmaksu – ieguvumu analîze” ir norâ-
dîts, ka pie esoðajâm meþa platîbâm ir iespçjams iegût enerìçtiskâs koksnes materiâlu
(ðíeldu) vairâk, nekâ Latvijâ var patçrçt (Ekoncepti SIA 2013).

Palielinot enerìçtiskâs koksnes plâtîbas uz izstrâdâto purvu un rekultivçto teritoriju
rçíina biomasas pieaugums var nodroðinât vietçjo pieprasîjumu pçc ðíeldas kurinâmâ
un eksportçt to.

Pçtîjumâ “Koksnes biomasas izmantoðanas enerìijas ieguvç monitorings” (Krasav-
cevs, Liðe, Stepiòa 2014) autori uzsver Baltijas reìiona (Latvijas, Lietuvas, Igaunijas,
Somijas, Zviedrijas) bioloìiskâ kurinâma nozîmi un tendenci pieaugt tâs apjomam.

1. tabula
Koksnes biomasas patçriòð enerìijas raþoðanâ

Baltijas jûras reìiona valstîs 2008.–2013. gadâ, tûkst. m3

Gads Latvija Lietuva Igaunija Somija Zviedrija
2008 6621 3750 3613 21032 36400
2009 7563 4778 3774 20157 39100
2010 7329 4766 4415 22719 43850
2011 6677 4644 4048 24473 41000
2012 7314 5093 4493 24526 43850
2013 7327 5206 4295 25444 n. d.

Avots: autoru veidots pçc pçtîjuma “Biomasas izmantoðanas izmaksu – ieguvumu analîzes”
datiem (Ekoncepti SIA 2013).

Piemçram, Somijâ valdîba izstrâdâjusi un ir paredzçjusi, ka valsts sâks subsi-
dçt koksnes ðíeldu raþoðanu – sâkumâ ik gadus pieðíirot 20 miljonus EUR, bet
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2020. gadâ– 36 miljonus EUR. Subsîdijas paredzçtas arî to raþotòu rekonstrukcijai,
kas pâries no kûdras un oglçm uz koksnes resursiem. Kopçjais paredzçtais subsîdiju
apjoms ir aptuveni 340 miljoni EUR gadâ (Krasavcevs, Liðe, Stepiòa 2014).

Lielâkais koksnes biomasas patçriòð ir Zviedrijâ un Somijâ, bet starp trijâm Baltijas
valstîm vairâk patçrç Latvijâ.

2. tabula
Ðíeldu cenu dinamika pa valstîm (EUR/ber. m3 un EUR/MWh)

  Valsts mçrvienîba 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014
Latvija EUR/ber.m3 9.57 6.97 7.20 8.43 8.30 8.45 8.76

EUR/MWh 11.96 8.71 9.00 10.54 10.37 10.56 10.95
Lietuva EUR/ber.m3 14.14 11.90 9.82 12.62 10.93 10.34 10.14

EUR/MWh 17.68 14.88 12.27 15.78 13.66 12.92 12.68
Igaunija EUR/ber.m3 9.97 12.40 12.53 12.97 14.07 11.73 12.40

EUR/MWh 12.46 15.50 15.66 16.21 17.59 14.66 15.50
Zviedrija EUR/ber.m3 15.13 16.4 15.86 18.95 19.58 0.00 0.00

EUR/MWh 18.91 20.50 19.82 23.69 24.47 0.00 0.00
Somija EUR/ber.m3 12.22 13.98 14.42 14.79 14.96 16.76 17.08

EUR/MWh 15.27 17.48 18.03 18.49 18.70 20.95 21.35

Avots: autoru veidots pçc pçtîjuma “Biomasas izmantoðanas izmaksu – ieguvumu analîzes”
datiem (Ekoncepti SIA 2013).

Arvien pieaugoðu tendenci râda kokskaidu granulu eksporta apmçrs un ienâkumu
lîmenis. 2016. gadâ eksportçti 0.93 milj. t granulu, pçrn 0.79 milj. t, bet par tâm
saòemti attiecîgi 117.4 milj. EUR 2016.gadâ un 103.9 milj. EUR 2015. gadâ. Iepriekðçjo
gadu investîcijas palielinâja raþoðanu par 18%, bet eksportçto granulu cenas kritâs,
jo ienâkumu apmçrs pieauga tikai par nepilniem 13%. Cenu krituma pamatâ siltâ
ziemas Eiropâ un fosilo energoresursu cenu kritums. Daþâdas prognozes râda, ka
granulu eksporta apjomi var pieaugt vçl vairâk, jo tiek plânots rekonstruçt, bûvçt un
nodot ekspluatâcijâ jaunas ðî produkta raþoðanas jaudas.

Secinâjumi

1. Degradçto teritoriju ekonomiskie pçtîjumi liecina, ka ðo teritoriju iesaistîðana saim-
nieciskajâ apritç ir nozîmîga, bet arî ir nepiecieðami lieli finanðu lîdzekïi. Kâ ðíçrslis
degradçto teritoriju plaðâkâ iesaistîðanâ saimnieciskajâ darbîbâ ir fakts, ka ne
visas teritorijas var izmantot lauksaimniecîbâ, kâ arî bioenerìçtikas masas raþo-
ðanâ, jo atðíiras degradâcijas pakâpe un degradçto teritoriju ìeogrâfiskais izvie-
tojums.

2. Izvçrtçjot lâceòu audzçðanu Latvijâ un ârzemçs, piedâvâtâs stâdâmâ materiâla
iespçjas, Latvijas esoðo lâceòu un pârstrâdes produkcijas piedâvâjumu, iespçjams
secinât, ka lâceòu ogu tirgus bûtîbâ nepastâv (izòemot nelielo ogu daudzuma
piedâvâjumu tirgû – savvaïâ auguðas lâcenes).
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3. Pastâv visi priekðnosacîjumi, lai attîstîtu lâceòu ogu audzçðanu un pârstrâdi (saldçtas
ogas, ievârîjumi, dþemi, piedevas citiem produktiem) Latvijâ zemnieku saimnie-
cîbâs, meþniecîbâs. Pastâv liels potenciâlais lâceòu un brûkleòu ogu tirgus Eiropâ,
îpaði Vâcijâ, Austrijâ, kâ arî austrumu valstîs, tai skaitâ Íînâ.

4. Brûkleòu plantâciju izveidoðana, rûpnieciskâ audzçðana ir viens no visperspektîvâ-
kajiem pasâkumiem, lai apgûtu kûdrâjus, jo ir izveidotas Latvijas un piedâvâtas
ârzemju ðíirnes, ir pieredze un potenciâls stâdu audzçðanâ un piedâvâðanâ plantâ-
ciju ierîkoðanâ. Brûklenes ir labi pazîstamas ogas Latvijâ un ârzemçs, to pielieto-
jums pârtikâ ir ïoti plaðs. Ieguldîjumi brûkleòu aizçðanâ sâk atmaksâties treðajâ
gadâ. Laba eksporta prece uz Eiropas, Amerikas un Âzijas valstîm.

5. Izvçrtçjot esoðo ðíeldas raþoðanu un tirdzniecîbu, iespçjams secinât ka nozare ir
perspektîva, kas ïauj domât ka kârklu plantâciju ierîkoðana enerìçtikai ir perspek-
tîvs pasâkums pie nosacîjumiem, ka rûpîgi jâizvçlas degradçtâs un kûdrâju platîbas.

6. Ir jâveic pçtîjumi un jâizstrâdâ piedâvâjumi jaunu produktu veidu raþoðanai no
iegûtâm izejvielâm (kârklu ðíelda, koksnes granulas, klûgas, skaidu plâksnes), lai
panâktu optimâlu pievienoto vçrtîbu gala produktam. Labs eksporta tirgus ir
Skandinâvijas valstis, Dânija, Turcija.

7. Pçtîjumâ izvirzîtais mçríis piedâvât degradçto teritoriju risinâjumu, audzçt lâcenes,
brûklenes, enerìçtiskos kârklus ir sasniegts, iespçjamie alternatîvie risinâjumi,
finansiâlâ nodroðinâjuma modeïi ir cita pçtîjuma tçmas.

Piezîme:
(1) Zviedrijâ 0.8 burciòa brûkleòu ievârîjuma maksâ 3.99 EUR; 0.5 litri sîrupa 11.95 EUR.
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S O C I Â L Â  P S I H O L O Ì I J A

Valçrijs Dombrovskis

A MODEL FOR INDIVIDUAL’S MEANING OF LIFE

The aim of this article is to describe the empirical research about the development of the
model for individual’s meaning of life. The model was developed based on the findings in pilot
study about the meaning of life characteristics in Latvian population. The pilot study and the
current research is based on the assumption that the meaning of life is an important motive,
which activates an individual behavioural style, directed towards the realization of a person’s
individual potential. The theoretical basis for the study was the A. Langle’s theory (Langle
2002) about individual crisis – a question about the meaning of events emerges when a person
encounters crisis. In order to solve the crisis, person must find the answer to why is this hap-
pening, thus adding a meaning. In this process, a bigger meaning emerges about the quality of
human life, which is described by integrated model of behavioural style, developed by R.Akh-
merov (Akhmerov 2015), T. Gavrilova (Gavrilova 2015), S. Kuznetsova and E. Osin (Kuznet-
sova, Osin 2015). The study sample consisted of 100 respondents (50 women and 50 men,
average age – 43 years), who gave written answers to 5 open-ended questions and the answers
were analysed using deductive qualitative content analysis. The questions were about the
development of the individual, roles of the individual, group formation, prohibitions. After
data processing, a model for individual’s meaning of life was developed, which includes 72
dispositions; 3 functioning areas of the individual and then in general categories – 8 significant
motives – meanings of life on which the 8 behavioural models are based. This model is intended
rather practical for individually practicing counsellors and therapists, who can assess the meaning
of life by the criteria and adjust each individual’s behaviour in order to reach one’s potential.
Further research could focus on developing a quantitative assessment method to analyse the
meaning of life’s structure.

Keywords: meaning of life, motives, behavioural style, behavioural model.

Indivîda dzîves jçgas modelis

Ðî raksta mçríis ir aprakstît empîrisku pçtîjumu par indivîda dzîves jçgas modeïa izveidi.
Modelis tika izstrâdâts balstoties uz pilotprojekta rezultâtiem par Latvijas populâcijas dzîves
jçgas îpatnîbâm. Pçtîjums balstâs uz apgalvojumu, ka dzîves jçga ir svarîgs motîvs, kas aktivizç
individuâlo uzvedîbas stilu vçrstu uz personîgâ potenciâla realizâciju. Pçtîjuma teorçtiskâ bâze
balstâs uz A. Langles teoriju (Langle 2002) par individuâlajâm krîzçm – jautâjumu par dzîves
jçgu iespçjams risinât, kad cilvçks sastopas ar krîzi. Lai atrisinâtu krîzi, cilvçkam nepiecieðams
atrast atbildi uz jautâjumu par krîzes cçloni, tâdejâdi saprotot jçgu. Ðajâ procesâ lielâku nozîmi
iegûst cilvçka dzîves kvalitâte, kas ir aprakstîta R. Akhmerova (Akhmerov 2015), T. Gavrilovas
(Gavrilova 2015), S. Kuzòecovas un E. Osina (Kuznetsova, Osin 2015) izstrâdâtajâ uzvedîbas
stilu integrçtajâ modelî. Pçtîjuma izlase – 100 respondenti (50 sievietes un 50 vîrieði, vidçjais
vecums 43 gadi), kuri deva rakstiskas atbildes uz pieciem atvçrtiem jautâjumiem. Atbildes tika
analizçtas izmantojot deduktîvi kvalitatîvo kontentanalîzi. Jautâjumi tika uzdoti par tâdâm
tçmâm kâ – indivîda attîstîba, indivîda lomas, grupu formçðanâs, aizliegumi. Pçc iegûto datu
apstrâdes tika izstrâdâts indivîda dzîves jçgas modelis, kurð ietver 72 tieksmes, trîs indivîda
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funkcionçðanas sfçras un tad arî galvenâs kategorijas – astoòus nozîmîgus motîvus – dzîves
jçgas, uz kurâm bâzçjas astoòi uzvedîbas modeïi. Indivîda dzîves jçgas modelis paredzçts prak-
tizçjoðiem konsultantiem un terapeitiem, kuri spçs novçrtçt dzîves jçgu pçc kritçrijiem (tieksmçm)
un koriìçs katra cilvçka uzvedîbu tâdâ veidâ, lai viòð spçtu realizçt savu potenciâlu. Tâlâkie
pçtîjumi varçtu bût fokusçti uz dzîves jçgas struktûras kvantitatîvas novçrtçðanas metodes izstrâdi.

Atslçgas vârdi: dzîves jçga, motîvi, uzvedîbas stili, uzvedîbas modelis.

Ìîäåëü ñìûñëà æèçíè èíäèâèäà

Öåëüþ ñòàòüè ÿâëÿåòñÿ îïèñàíèå ýìïèðè÷åñêîãî èññëåäîâàíèÿ è ñîçäàíèÿ ìîäåëè
ñìûñëà æèçíè èíäèâèäà. Ìîäåëü áûëà ðàçðàáîòàíà â ðàìêàõ ïèëîòíîãî èññëåäîâàíèÿ,
ïîñâÿù¸ííîãî îñîáåííîñòÿì ñìûñëà æèçíè ïîïóëÿöèè Ëàòâèè. Èññëåäîâàíèå îñíîâûâà-
åòñÿ íà óòâåðæäåíèè, ÷òî ñìûñë æèçíè – ýòî çíà÷èìûé ìîòèâ, êîòîðûé àêòèâèçèðó åò èí-
äèâèäóàëüíûé ñòèëü ïîâåäåíèÿ, íàïðàâëåííûé íà ðåàëèçàöèþ ëè÷íîñòíîãî ïîòåíöèàëà.
Òåîðåòè÷åñêàÿ áàçà èññëåäîâàíèÿ îñíîâûâàåòñÿ íà òåîðèè À. Ëýíãëý (Langle 2002) îá èíäè-
âèäóàëüíûõ êðèçèñàõ, ïðåäóñìàòðèâàþùåé , ÷òî âîïðîñ î ñìûñëå æèçíè âîçìîæíî ðåøèòü,
êîãäà ÷åëîâåê ñòàëêèâàåòñÿ ñ êðèçèñîì. ×òîáû ðàçðåøèòü êðèçèñ, ÷åëîâåêó íåîáõîäèìî
íàéòè îòâåò íà âîïðîñ î ïðè÷èíå âîçíèêíîâåíèÿ êðèçèñà, òàêèì îáðàçîì, ïîíèìàÿ ñìûñë.
Â ýòîì ïðîöåññå âàæíóþ ðîëü èãðàåò êà÷åñòâî æèçíè, êîòîðîå îïèñàíî â èíòåãðèðîâàí-
íîé ìîäåëè ñòèëåé ïîâåäåíèÿ, ðàçðàáîòàííîé Ð . Àõìåðîâûì (Akhmero v 2015), Ò. Ãàâðèëî-
âîé (Gavrilo va 2015), Ñ. Êóçíåöîâîé è Å. Îñèíûì (Kuznetso va, Osin 2015). Âûáîðêó èññëå-
äîâàíèÿ ñîñòàâèëè 100 ðåñïîíäåíòîâ (50 æåíùèí è 50 ìóæ÷èí, ñðåäíèé âîçðàñò 43 ãîäà),
êîòîðûå ïèñüìåííî äàëè îòâåòû íà 5 îòêðûòûõ âîïðîñîâ. Ìåòîä îáðàáîòêè îòâåòîâ – äå-
äóêòèâíûé êà÷åñòâåííûé êîíòåíò-àíàëèç. Âîïðîñû ñîäåðæàëè òàêèå òåìû êàê: ðàçâèòèå
èíäèâèäà, ðîëè èíäèâèäà, ôîðìèðîâàíèå ãðóïï, çàïðåòû. Ïîñëå îáðàáîòêè ïîëó÷åííûõ
äàííûõ áûëà ðàçðàáîòàíà ìîäåëü ñìûñëà æèçíè èíäèâèäà, êîòîðàÿ âêëþ÷àåò 72 ñòðåìëå-
íèÿ, 3 ñôåðû ôóíêöèîíèðîâàíèÿ èíäèâèäà, à çàòåì è ãëàâíûå êàòåãîðèè – 8 çíà÷èìûõ
ìîòèâîâ – ñìûñëû æèçíè, íà êîòîðûå îñíîâûâàþòñÿ 8 ìîäåëåé ïîâåäåíèÿ. Ìîäåëü ñìûñëà
æèçíè èíäèâèäà ïðåäíàçíà÷åíà äëÿ ïðàêòèêóþùèõ êîíñóëü òàíòîâ è òåðàïåâòîâ, êîòî-
ðûå ñìîãóò îöåíèâàòü ñìûñë æèçíè ïî êðèòåðèÿì (ñòðåìëåíèÿì) è êîððåêòèðîâàòü ïîâå-
äåíèå êàæäîãî ÷åëîâåêà, ÷òîáû ÷åëîâåê ìîã ðåàëèçîâàòü ñâîé ïîòåíöèàë. Äàëüíåéøèå
èññëåäîâàíèÿ ìîãóò áûòü ñîñðåäîòî÷åíû íà ðàçðàáîòêå ìåòîäà êîëè÷åñòâåííîé îöåíêè
ñòðóêòóðû ñìûñëà æèçíè.

Êëþ÷åâûå ñëîâà: ñìûñë æèçíè, ìîòèâû, ñòèëü ïîâåäåíèÿ, ìîäåëü ïîâåäåíèÿ.

Introduction

The meaning of human life nowadays is a very topical theme and it is becoming
more and more relevant with every day in the current social situation. In the context
of natural disasters, endless wars and circumstances of major catastrophes, people
ask themselves about their future, the meaning of their existence. Terror management
theory proposes that humans, different from other animals, are consciously aware of
their mortality, creating a potential for existential anxiety (Grevenstein, Bluemke 2016).

In critical conditions of uncertainty, every person is trying to find his own path –
his purpose for living that is separate from the general purpose of mankind (Gre-
venstein, Bluemke 2016). And in spite of the social situation, they are trying to do so
in order to improve one’s lifestyle and choose a certain way to behave and behave
accordingly to the chosen goal.
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Each person has a different approach to overcome anxiety, they might use such
psychological means as self-esteem enhancement, strengthening the feeling of security
and deepening the understanding about the meaning of life.

People tend to find meaning through leisure activities, it has been documented
that meanings or a meaning system represent a broader, more holistic concept to
one’s core values and inspiration for life than personal behaviours and experiences
per se (Iwasaki 2017). This strengthens the foundation that there is a multidimentional
aspect of meaning.

V. Frankl (1959) wrote that in the circumstances of existential anxiety, the fol-
lowing questions arise: “Why am I living for?” which can be reframed as “Is life
worth living at all?” and “What am I living for?” – the question about destination of
one’s life and the responsibilities. Interesting is the fact that people, who haven’t yet
found the meaning, tend to think not about the meaning of human existence, but
about the meaning of one single unit – about themselves (Breitbart 2001; Starck 2008).
For a long time, the meaning of life was viewed only from a philosophical and religious
point of view, but with the development of scientific method, nowadays also the
psychological research contributes to adding understanding about the foundation
and content of the meaning of life. The first psychological scientific system that regarded
the issue about meaning of life was psychoanalysis. Z. Freud (1998) believed that the
border of meaning is an act, which is significant to the subject. It is created by emotional
tension, which has occurred during the lifespan of an individual (Freid 1998).

Discussions on these issues originally developed from the psychological aspects of
human existence, i.e. problems associated with the awareness of human life problems.
The difficulty in analysing these themes arises from the fact that different authors,
theoretical approaches and concepts do not come to a unified conclusion about the
model for the meaning of life. From one side, this situation simplifies the work for
therapists, by allowing them to choose the approach they want to analyse the client’s
issues from. On the other side, without a unified model for the meaning of life, it is
difficult to prognose the results of therapeutic work with existential anxiety, which
touched on the questions about the meaning of life. The solution for this is to develop
a unified model for individual’s meaning of life.

R. Akhmerov (Akhmerov 2015) writes in his work that the condition that increases
the likelihood of finding the true meaning of life, the true self, and one’s place in the
world is the harmony between behavioural style and biological characteristics. Therefore,
one of the practical solutions is offered – to look at the meaning of life from the human
functioning point of view, what type of behavioural model people use and how does
it help to realize the meaning of life. The fulfilment of life is possible if the behavioural
model is directed towards the realization of the potential in reaching significant goals.
Individual perceptions of advancement towards the realization of potential in reaching
significant goals are manifested in life style – in behaviour style (Kumysheva 2015).
Confirming the idea of R. Akhmerov (Akhmerov 2015) M. F. Steger (Steger et al.
2012) in his work about the interaction between the sense of identity and meaning of
life in adolescence, concluded that the choice of a productive behavioural model is the
most important predictor of reaching the meaning of life. It means that by working
on goals, and executing the right behaviour, a sense of life’s fulfilment arises.
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In Latvia, the topic about meaning of life has been studied relatively little (Fiïimo-
nova 2016; Svence 2013; Vahïina 2012; Millere 2012; Ðíestere 2012), therefore, this
is a relatively new direction in the field of psychology in Latvia.

By continuing the exploration of the meaning of life, it is necessary to create a
model for life meaning of life, which would be the basis to further develop a psycho-
metric assessment method.

The main aim of the research was to develop a model for meaning of life. The
most difficult tasks were: 1) choosing the method for information gathering, which
would least affect the respondent’s answers; 2) identify the range of dispositions and
develop a structure for model, based on the specifications.

In the article two stages of research are represented: 1) reserach theoretical frame-
wrok; 2) the description of behavioral styles which constitutes the structure for the
model; 3) crisis description, which underlies the written questionnaire; 4) individuals
meaning of life descriptions.

Behavioural styles

Based on the theory of A. A. Kronik (Kronik, Akhmerov 2008) and R. Akhmerov
(Akhmerov 2015) about integrated model of behavioural style, it could be assumed,
that by studying the behavioural styles, whose purpose is to achieve one’s potential, it
is possible to reach a clear understanding about the motives of each individual’s funct-
ioning and vice versa – if we know the motives, it is possible to choose a behavioural
style that will allow to fully express one’s potential. Therefore, by looking at what
one is doing, it is possible to understand what are his/her motives, and by knowing
the motive, it is possible to adjust the behaviour. During his research about the meaning
of life, R. Akhmerov discovered, that the fulfilling one’s potential in order to reach
significant life goals happens in the following areas of human life – society, nature,
family, work, internal world, leisure time, health (Akhmerov 2015). His work was
continued by T. Gavrilova (Gavrilova 2015), S. Kuznetsova and E. Osin (Kuznetsova,
Osin 2015), who analyzed the empirical studies and helped to make more accurate
descriptions about the previously mentioned areas of human life. Since the content of
the descriptions were full with behavioural cues, they were named behavioural styles.
Those behavioural styles are (Akhmerov 2015; Gavrilova 2015; Kuznetsova, Osin
2015):
1. Social person (public/social life). Orientation towards interpersonal relationships,

norms, rules, regulations and how things should be, high expectations from others,
and low orientation towards understanding of the meaning behind it all. Moreover,
these ideals can also be interpreted as object from whom one receives information:
they reflect not so much the attachment to the people, as the need for information
about this world;

2. Cosmic person (natural life). A high level of orientation towards their own needs,
their desires are more important than social norms and expectations, as well as
refusal to live according to the relented order;
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3. Businessman (business life). A creative approach to life, rejection of ready-made
recipes, search for one’s own path, the main motive is free choice, logic of meaning,
and the logic of responding to stimuli – trusting impulses, believes that the first
reaction is the most truthful. This is the most personal strategy, which is directed
towards self-trust, own goals and inner sense of justice;

4. Home person (family life). Oriented towards one’s own habits and tendencies
associated with distrust of one’s own impulses and the refusal of the unpredictable,
which is not determined by free choice. This strategy is similar to escape from
freedom, described by E.Fromm (Fromm 2008).

5. Spiritual search person (inner life). Tendency to ignore personal needs, habits,
distrust in their own impulses, the need to avoid freedom of personal choice.
Perhaps this is a phenomenon of self-alienation;

6. Playful person (life as a hobby in free time). Informative or cognitive-exploratory
type orientation (new, exploring the unknown: I will be able to get to know new
worlds, experience new sensations, understand the meaning of the universe’s struc-
ture);

7. Person who is recovering (life as a living organism). Ideally, related to actions aimed
at receiving compensation: reincarnation, acquisition of supernatural powers,
freedom and independence, freedom from suffering and pain.
The total content of the individual sense of happiness manifests itself as an individual

behavioural style.

Emergence of the meaning of life

In order to adjust the behaviour, the first step is to identify important motives –
the meaning of life that encourages individuals to realize a certain behavioural style
from the previously mentioned seven.

The question arises: due to what circumstances one seeks to find the true meaning
of one’s existence. Based on A.Langle’s theory about individual crisis – a question
about the meaning of events emerges when a person encounters crisis. In order to
solve the crisis, person must find the answer to why is this happening, thus adding a
meaning. And just like the in crisis, questions about meaning may occur spontaneously
at any time, unexpectedly, or they may occur quite slowly over the course of months
and years (Langle 2002). Most commonly, these questions evolve parallel to the great
changes in life. These can be turning points in development, stages of life or losses.

Four stages of crisis can be distinguished in human life when the subject of meaning
emerges (Langle 2002):
1. During the puberty, the protected and limited life space of the child is traded in

for the capabilities of the young adolescent, which he has to face several tasks. In
these circumstances, the dominant search for meaning is through search and
discovery for the personal space of life and activity.

2. In the middle life, when a person reflects on what he has done, analysing and
recording the results of his life, he makes conclusions about what he has not yet
accomplished or achieved. At this stage of life, one understands that, if he continues
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his previous lifestyle, he will not gain real achievements, and then he will end up
in middle-age crisis.

3. When a person retires from work, which is one of the most important and major
areas of life for many people, the complex phase of change and reorganization
begins, in which the fundamental values of life dominates. A reorganization can
lead to the emergence of serious problems in terms of meaning (feeling that nobody
needs you, feelings of uselessness, deterioration of self-esteem or loss).

4. In periods of encountering (witness of death) or approaching death (an incurable
illness or ageing) a person is reflecting on his life and asks himself: “What for I
have lived so far? Can I calmly say goodbye to this world?” Often, such issues are
being pushed out of consciousness, and then they manifest themselves in the form
of anxiety and psychosomatic illness (sleep disturbance, chronic pain).
Of course, the issue about the meaning of life emerges regardless of age or life

stage, if one experiences a huge loss. Contrasts exacerbates perception, so the meaning
of life is experienced especially painfully. Severe disease, death of a close person, losing
work, experience of natural disasters, etc. – all of this causes an existential anxiety
that causes the question “What am I living for?” to become relevant.

To sum up the information above, it is clear that the meaning of life is a significant
motive, which activates a certain behavioural style that is directed towards the realiz-
ation of one’s full potential. The content of the meaning of life can be explored through
the crisis prism.

Method

Participants. The sample included 100 respondents, age 18 to 51 years old. The
respondents were divided in two groups – 50% the inmates and 50% liaison group
(has no objective tendency towards antisocial behaviour – which were not criminally
and administratively liable). The demographical description of the sample is given
below in Table 1.

Table 1
Demographic description of the inmates and practically healthy sample

Respondents
Demographic variables Inmates Liaison group

Male Female Male Female
1 2 3 4 5

No. of respondents 24 26 25 25
Mean age 34 30 30 33
Education level

Basic education 45% 38% 13% 11%
Secondary education 35% 46% 50% 33%
Vocational secondary education 13% 7% 12% –

Sequel to Table 1 see on the next page
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Sequel to Table 1
1 2 3 4 5

Higher education (university, college) 7% 9% 25% 56%
Information about faith (mean level) 5.6 6.4 6 6
Information about knowledge on
a particular topic (mean level)

6.2 5.8 6.4 6.6

Occupation
Cargo transportation 8% – 25% –
Mass communication system 8% – – –
Construction 25% – 20% –
Credits and financing 16% 8% – 12%
Wholesale and retail 8% – – –
Social care 8% 8% – 25%
Health care – 8% – 26%
Catering services – 23% 7% –
Law enforcement – – 28% –
Art, culture – – 10% –
Communication and delivery – – – 25%
Science, education – – – 12%
Has none 27% 53% 10% –

Source: elaborated by the author.

The reason for choosing inmates was because they are staying in isolated conditions,
has many deprivations and thus these settings forecasts crisis. An inmate is a person,
deprived of his freedom by a court judgment (without free will) and serving a sentence
in an institution that restricts the liberty. He or she is isolated from the environment
of the ordinary social environment, especially from significant other people. These
conditions can lead to a physical and emotional humiliation. In such circumstances,
the question of the meaning of life becomes particularly relevant. As the sentence time
passes, a person experiences various changes not only due to individual deprivation,
but also because he is forced to interact in a limited circle of the same persons. During
the imprisonment, the prisoners can encounter following crises: the end of one of the
stages of life and work, the question about living and working private space, the fear
of death emerges (constant encounter with death – suicide in prisons, violence, suicidal
thoughts) and every inmate develops a period of loss in their life (f.e. losing freedom,
close friends etc.).

The selection of respondents for the practically healthy group was carried out
according to the availability principle or the convenience. Most of the respondents
were the employees of the Ministry of Justice, doctoral students, clients of psychologist’s
and Facebook users, who had not been sentenced to imprisonment in their lives. The
strategy was to collect answers from a target sample – people who are in the need to
deepen the issue about the meaning of life.

Respondents had different levels of knowledge about the meaning of life – there
were people who had studied this subject, read specialized literature, there were respon-
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dents who for some reason had not been interested in this issue. According to the
external appearance of the respondents – they ranged from disorganized to clean; the
faith waried from atheist to the deeply religious man. The participants were motivated
and interested in participating in the survey.

Measures. The demographic survey questionnaire included information about the
age, gender, level of education, information about faith (respondents answered on a
scale from 1 to 10 about their level of belief, where 1 means they are atheist and 10
deeply religious), their opinion of how much they subjectively believe they know about
the reasons for human living (respondents rated their own belief about their expertise
in knowing why a person is living on a scale from 1 to 10 about what is the level of
their knowledge, where 1 means expert and 10 means “no knowledge”) and inform-
ation about their occupation (place of work).

To gather the information about the meaning of life, a written questionnaire was
developed. The questions of the survey were drawn up based on A. Langle’s theory
(Langle 2002) about the stages of individual crisis. The questions were written so that
the essence about the meaning of life in each question could be seen through the prism
of human life crises.

Question No. 1 “In your opinion, why a person is experiencing each of the fol-
lowing stages of life: childhood; youth; maturity; old age?” – this question is asked in
order to assess the meaning of life in times of crisis (which naturally appear along
ageing).

Question No. 2 “Every person has a variety of roles in their lives. Please write
down what life roles do you know?” this question touches upon the areas of human
activity and finding roles relevant to them.

Question No. 3 “People usually come together in small groups (5–9 people), i.e.
family, sports teams, small work groups, groups of friends and acquaintances and in
large groups, i.e. pupils, students, factory workers, working staff. Why do you think
every person aspires to be a part of a group?” – this question relates to the search and
discovery of one’s own personal space, as well as openness toward the others as well
as the ability to reflect on this matter.

Question No. 4 “In your opinion, if people would have the freedom to do every-
thing – what would people be doing and what would they aspire to if they hadn’t
have any inhibitions?”– this question is based on the theme of change and loss, because
if there are no boundaries, then something is lost and there is no control over one’s
own life, because it has no structure. And since there is no structure, everything con-
stantly changes and therefore one encounters a constant loss.

Question No. 5 “In your opinion, what is the meaning of human life (why a
person lives)” – a question which touches one’s very essence and it is about one’s own
purpose of life and thus – death. To answer the 5th question, respondent gathered
and combinate the information provided to the previous four questions. Thus, allowing
to deepen and get more information about the subject on meaning of life.

In order to analyse and interpret the received data from respondents, the inductive
qualitative content analysis as method for data processing was used. During the analysis,
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the data was first encoded in subcategories, further into general categories, and finally
in the main category (Elo, Kyngäs 2008).

Procedure. A written questionnaire with open questions was used to gather the
data for the meaning of life. Following the guidelines of proper qualitative data gathering
procedure (Pipere 2011) the researcher was present at the time of filling of the question-
naire so that the respondents’ information was conveyed as accurately as possible in
the surveys and, if necessary, the researcher could respond to any questions that
appeared from the participant. Each respondent was met individually (Pipere 2011).

The data gathering took place both in and outside the prison: in the psychologist’s
office.

To gather data from inmate sample, an announcement “The meaning of life” was
made at the place of imprisonment, so that inmates would have the opportunity to
participate in research, as part of the doctoral thesis. This announcement provided
interested and motivated respondents.

After the meeting regarding the questionnaire administration, when the results
were processed, each participant was offered one psychological counselling session
on the research topic about the results of questionnaire. During the consultation, the
developed model about the meaning of life was discussed. This procedure was necessary
for people to be interested in providing wider answers within the given topic. All
together the meeting time took approximately 60 minutes: the questionnaire was
completed in about 40 minutes and in the rest of 20 minutes, the clarifying questions
were asked.

For the liaison group, data were gathered from workers in the Ministry of Justice,
doctoral students and psychologist’s clients, the contact was established during a
telephone conversation or individual meeting. In the first meeting the researcher and
the respondents discussed the rules, participants were provided with general inform-
ation about the study, the topic of study, time and venue, as well as the procedure were
discussed. The same announcement (as with inmates) was made on social network
Facebook. During the first meeting, the same topics were discussed. Respondents
from the social network had the opportunity to receive online counselling.

Results

As a result, from responses received on question No. 1, the following data was
obtained: in the first stage of life, “Childhood”, person has two roles: 1) personal
development, where he/she get’s to know himself/herself and the world around him/
her; 2) parental self-actualization through the child – due to this role, parents develop.
In the second stage – “Youth” – the individual actively resists the “system”, rules,
requirements, pushes boundaries, experiments and searches for his/her place. The
third stage – “Maturity” depends on the results in the second stage of life: 1)individ-
uality (creativity) develops, or 2) the person becomes dependent on society (fulfils the
requirements and avoids punishment).
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As a result, after three stages, in the fourth stage – “Old Age”, following values
appear: (1) search for peace; (2) search for pleasure; (3) denial of ageing; (4) heritage–
the transfer of experience.

One of the respondents during the survey stressed the idea that these stages are
not dependent on the person’s age, they are cyclical – a person constantly goes through
these stages in his/her life.

Some quotes from study participants’ replies illustrate their answers to question
No. 1:

Respondent, female, 35 years old, unfinished higher education, currently an em-
ployee of metal processing company (customer service specialist), believes in God, is
interested in and exploring the meaning of life, thinks that:

The childhood period is meant to gather information about world’s order, human
relationships, to gain experience in relationships with the material world. Youth is
meant for the person to resist the installed patterns, which results from many years of
parental, system and general society suppression, rebelling and inhibition. During
this period, either a revolution begins, because of the tiredness and the strength to
resist, or there is a breakdown, because there is no more energy left. Maturity –
depending on what has happened in youth and what conclusions a person has made.
He/she either exists (submits) with nothing to hope for, or he/she purposefully changes
his/her life so that it fits as to what he/she wants to see. Old Age – repentance of what
has not been done or the enjoyment of fruits obtained during life. It might happen
that this is a time for cardinal changes that may set back ageing for 10 years.

Respondent, a female, 45 years old, basic education, currently in prison, an atheist
and takes little interest in the meaning of life, believes that “Childhood is to please
parents. Youth is a headache for parents. Maturity – opportunity to have fun in life.
Old age is a headache for everyone around.”

Respondent, male, 35 years old, has incomplete higher education, a construction
company employee, religious, little interested in the meaning of life, believes that:
“ The childhood period is intended to raise parents’ self-esteem. Youth – to get to
know the world. Maturity is preparing for old age (building up savings – food, residence,
retirement funds, children). Old-age is given to use savings for achieving personal
goals.”

Respondent, male, 40 years old, secondary vocational education, currently in
prison, religious, is studying and interested in the meaning of life, believes that: “Child-
hood, Youth, Maturity and Old Age are the roles of human life and they are indep-
endent from human age. Each day in every situation, a person experiences and plays
these roles. Each of these roles has specific characteristics and behavioural standards.
Thus, these periods – the roles of life are cyclical and unbreakable.”

As a result of respondents’ responses to question No. 2, four main categories
were identified: First category – “Personal roles”, was divided into seven subcategories;
second category – “Gender roles”, was divided into two subcategories; third category–
social roles (long-term and short-term) was divided into 47 subcategories: (1)deter-
mined – parents, nationality, age, gender, etc. 2) obtained during socialization –
professions; level of closeness with others – neighbour, colleague; status in society –
student, teacher, inmate, etc. Forth category – communicative and interpersonal roles
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(standard normative – good friend, loving wife, the best father, etc., and non-norm-
ative – fool, enemy, hypocrite, etc.; long-term – materially independent, happy, sub-
missive, conqueror, etc., etc. and short-term initiatives – bigger, desperate, obligation
performer, etc., was divided into 41 subcategories.

Following quotes from study participants illustrate their replies to question No. 2:
Respondent, female, 21 years old, secondary education, currently working in a

restaurant (a waitress), believes in God a little and is not very interested in the meaning
of life, believes that “There are only three roles: the animal man, the intelligent person,
the highest creature.”

Respondent, female, 27 years old, secondary education, currently in prison, an
atheist and is little interested in the meaning of life, believes that “A person has only
one permanent role in life – the role of the child, which one periodically uses throughout
his life. The role of a child can be both evil and good, smart, and foolish, or takes on
another role (that is different from roles of the child).”

Respondent, male, 51 years old, with incomplete higher education, an entrepreneur,
believes in God, is interested in and explores the meaning of life, believes that “there
are three roles – creator, destroyer, performer.”

Respondent, male, 33 years old, secondary education, currently working in a shop
(warehouse employee) and is prison inmate, does not believe in God and is not interested
in the meaning of life, believes that there are the following roles: “The eternal sufferer,
the aristocrat, the workaholic, “the parasite”, who lives at the expense of others.”

In the result of responses to question No. 3, five main categories were identified:
1) basic instincts: self-preservance – security; power instinct – leading, obtaining
power – instinct of reproduction. Social instinct – dependence of interactions with the
social environment, identifying one’s own roles, vertical consolidation – submission;
parental instinct – investment in life (to raise children); 2) sense of significance and
affiliation; 3) fear: loneliness, obstacles (difficulties), unfulfillment of requirements;
4) needs: receiving emotions, development, sharing of experience and information;
5) values: communication, comfort, satisfaction, progress.

Following illustrative quotes depict the study participants’ replies to question
No. 3:

Respondent, female, 43 years old, secondary education, currently a teacher’s
assistant at preschool educational institution, believes a little in God and is little inter-
ested in the meaning of life, believes that “people unite in small groups to become
stronger and more significant, but in large groups – to become less significant.”

Respondent, female, 26 years old, incomplete secondary education, currently in
prison, religious and is interested in the meaning of life, believes that “People are
divided into leaders and followers. The first ones are joining for fruitful communication,
movement, exchange of experience, joint help and support, for proper analysis and
discussion with a goal to self-improvement. Followers – the herd instinct.”

Respondent, male, 24 years old, secondary education, currently working at a
port company (motorist), religious, little interested in the meaning of life, believes
that “ people unite in groups for purposes of reproduction, love and effort to feel
needed (fear of staying alone) due to necessity. According to the idea, in this view, a
man differs only a little from a horse. They both are social mammals, just as a horse
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needs socialization (communication with members of their own species as well as
with people), also the person would doubtfully had reached the level of progress we
are living in, if one did not have this herd instinct and emotional necessity.”

Respondent, male, 41 years old, incomplete higher education, currently in prison,
religious, not interested in the meaning of life, believes that “people unite in groups in
order to share experience, self-actualization and feel significant, and to develop comfort
area.”

Analysing the answers on question No. 4, four main categories of meaning were
identified: 1) dispositions: for discretion; harmonious environment organization; accel-
erated growth; resilience (desire to enhance distance to death); 2) fear: from regression
of culture, pain and death, to be on one’s own (free); 3) restrictions – how far is some-
thing allowed (norms): freedom, egoism, satisfaction, permission to kill or to be violent,
the acquisition of power and force; 4) needs: finding the target, safety, feeling of
balance, obedience or leadership, overcoming obstacles.

Following illustrative quotes from study participants’ replies shows the essence of
answers to question No. 4:

Respondent, female, 35 years old, incomplete higher education, currently working
in advertising agency (project manager), very religious, not interested in the meaning
of life, believes that “prohibitions related to threat to life and human privacy, the
security of the planet can be fully explained and the person intuitively perceives them.
Other prohibition blocks are the cause for their own offending. If people were free
from prohibitions, they would develop. It is possible that there would be a more
harmonious environment, but this path is not easy, because it is based on egotism,
illusion of love and requires truth of the conscience. Prohibitions exist to enhance
distance from death.”

Respondent, female, 22 years old, secondary education, currently in prison,
religious, interested and studying the meaning of life, believes that “there are social,
physical and national restrictions. Absolute ban of rules would lead to chaos. People
would not be able to control their urges. Although this would lead to the introduction
of new restrictions. Meaning of life – to create his own prohibitions and not to be
dependent on other people or restrictions.”

Respondent, representative, 27 years old, secondary vocational education, profes-
sion – estimator, religious, interested in and studying the meaning of life, believes that
“there are only 10 prohibitions that are written in the Bible. The rest are only sets of
instructions and laws that can be bypassed.”

Respondent, male, 26 years old, elementary education, currently in prison, does
not believe in God and does not care about the meaning of life, believes that “there is
only one prohibition – truthfulness to yourself. If people would be free, then there’s
no telling what would they do on a daily basis, but daily life is the gateway to big
events! Big events are where everything is grand, interesting and perfectly wonderful.
Our smallest part of the brain 7% wants to deal with a true evrica (discovery), but
most of the people acts and thinks about the ordinary everyday life that prevents the
fulfilment of the small part of the brain! We must get out of these suppressing common
restriction gates and borders, to get the chance to improve.”
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Responses to question No. 5 were divided into three main categories: 1) needs
and values: creation of something new, satisfaction, power, self-improvement and
development, happiness, awareness of personal nature, expression of power, manifest-
ations of altruism, transfer of experience to future generations, comfort, avoidance of
mistakes, love, action; 2) obligations: to fulfil the obligations towards children and
parents, to serve or obey, to reproduce, to create or to deter.

Following illustrative quotes from study participants show their replies to question
No. 5:

Respondent, female, 42 years old, holder of university degree, store employee
(cashier), religious, little interested in the meaning of life, believes that “in Buddhism,
the meaning of life is self-improvement, because life in the human body is a great gift.
In the next life, you could become an animal, but the animal cannot fulfil itself. Self-
improvement cannot happen without self-actualization (the benefit to the society from
your knowledge). Each person has their own self-improving fruits – for some it’s
children, for some books, art ...”

Respondent, female, 26 years old, incomplete elementary education, currently in
prison, religious, is interested in the meaning of life, believes that: ”the purpose of
human life is to leave behind a significant contribution, memories. It is possible that
even something that is negative, some particularly serious crime, will remain in the
memory of society. “

Respondent, male, 31 years old, elementary education, building company employee
(construction worker), believes in God, little interested in the meaning of life, believes
that “the meaning of human life is to serve or lead. Gaining satisfaction in the process
of serving or leading.”

The respondent, male, 33 years old, has completed secondary vocational education,
currently in prison, an atheist who is not interested in the meaning of life, believes
that “the purpose of life is fitting in a group in order to gaining strength, power and
money, as well as to understand the fruits of the lives lived. “

In order to analyse and interpret the received data, inductive qualitative content
analysis was used as data analysis method. Firstly, data were coded in subcategories–
72 dispositions; three functioning areas of the individual, and then in general categ-
ories – eight significant motives – meanings of life on which the eight behavioural
models are based:
1. 72 dispositions (wants, needs, values, aspirations);
2. eight significant motives – meanings of life on which the eight behavioural models

are based;
3. three functioning areas of the individual: 1) action, 2) deep emotional experience

and 3) relationship;
4. three behavioural blocks;
5. The structure of model: 3 behavioural blocks, in each block there is one dominant

functioning area of the individual, eight motives and 24 dispositions.
The results added a behavioral focus – motive to each of the seven behavioural

styles theorized by Akhmerov (Akhmerov 2015), Gavrilova (Gavrilova 2015) and
Kuznetsova, Osin (Kuznetsova, Osin 2015) and added an eight style which was given
a name “power person”. The new structure is similar what the authors had described
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earlier. The new aspect is that by observing the added behaviour style, it is possible to
make conclusions about the motives and thus – about meaning of life. These eight
behavioural styles are:
1. Spiritual search person (inner life) – behavioural focus on achievements;
2. Power person – behavioural focus on gaining power. – A high level of orientation

towards the need to be independent, which manifests as domination and control
efforts. Difficulty to comply with to the existing structure of society.

3. Home person (family life) – behavioural focus on luck;
4. Business man (business life) – behavioural focus on development;
5. Cosmic person (natural life) – behavioural focus on gaining freedom;
6. Social person (public/social life) – behavioural focus on gaining uniqueness;
7. Playful person (life as a hobby in the spare time) – behavioural focus on organizing

life in interesting way;
8. Person who is recovering (life as a living organism) – behavioural focus on rescue.

As a result of the study, a model for the meaning of life was developed – based on
the eight significant motives: achievements, power, development, freedom, uniqueness,
organizing life in interesting way and rescue, which activates the behavioural style
that is directed towards the realization of the potential. The determination of the
eight behavioural style and finding a new motive, in comparison with the integrated
model, points to the Latvian sample special features or that the model itself is change-
able.

The model can be applied as a basis for researching human types, based on the
meanings of life in order to be able to correct or predict the behaviour. To further the
validity of the developed model, it the model needs to be approved.

It is quite difficult to study the meaning of life, because this phenomenon has a
complicated structure from a psychological point of view and for a long time it was at
the philosophical level. Starting from the 1980’s, along with the development of positive
psychology, a transition from pathology to a more balanced outlook on life was made.
Therefore, there might be a bias in perception that only by studying crisis we can
obtain a list of more reliable and broader behavioural focus.

In therapy, there is a risk that the individual meaning of life analysis will not
reveal the underlying problem (the behavioural style), thus the behaviour change will
not be possible.

Also, this model might be less effective in those parts of the world, where freedom
of choice is openly disturbed and restricted, and where strict social roles are defined.
There is a need to continue developing a research to test the created model for the
meaning of life.

Conclusion

Within the framework of the study, a model for the meaning of life was developed
with motives and behavioural assets. This was done to further develop an assessment
method that would make therapy or research process more efficient. The general aim
of this article was to describe empirical research about the development of a model
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for individual’s meaning of life. Thus, in order to achieve this aim, the task of the
study was to develop a model for the meaning of a person’s life, based on the perceptions
from the people of Latvia. This aim was achieved and as a result eight significant
motives for the meaning of life was found as behavioural styles, based on the theory
of Akhmerov (Akhmerov 2015), Gavrilova (Gavrilova 2015) and Kuznetsova, Osin
(Kuznetsova, Osin 2015).

In the existing model, the meaning of life is based on eight significant motives,
which activates one of eight behavioural styles that is directed towards the realization
of the potential. Behaviour and behaviour-related changes are easier to research by
predicting specific factors that could affect behaviour. Therefore, for data to be as
representative as possible, it was important to take into account the information that
could affect the meaning of the individual’s life: age; gender; education level; religious-
ness; workplace (occupation) (Langle 2002). One of the most important demographic
factors that could affect the results of the study, is culture, i.e. if a respondent comes
from a country with solid roles and fewer opportunities, the chance for behavioural
development might be restricted, in such countries as south and east Asia.

The developed model is intended to be used further to develop a method for
analysing the structure of the meaning of individual’s life. Individually practicing
psychologists and therapists will also be able to use the method by adjusting the
behaviour to reach each individual’s potential.
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VALSTS PÇTÎJUMU PROGRAMMAS EKOSOC-LV
PROJEKTA 5.2.3. “LATVIJAS LAUKU UN

REÌIONÂLÂS ATTÎSTÎBAS PROCESI UN IESPÇJAS
ZINÂÐANU EKONOMIKAS KONTEKSTÂ” IETVAROS

Lauku un reìionâlâs attîstîbas procesos notiek paradigmas maiòa, lîdz ar to mainâs
arî izpratne par attîstîbu veicinoðiem faktoriem. Jaunâ reìionâlâs attîstîbas paradigma
aktualizçja terminu “vieds” (smart), tâdçjâdi attîstîbas procesu priekðplânâ izvirzot
augsti tehnoloìiskâs un zinâðanu ietilpîgâs nozares, augsti kvalificçto darbaspçku un
inovatîvo risinâjumu ievieðanu. Vienlaicîgi zinâtnieki un praktiíi pievçrsâs maz apdzî-
voto un izteikti atðíirîgo lauku teritoriju iespçju meklçjumiem veicinât viedu reìionâlo
attîstîbu (piem., Naldi et al. 2015). Meklçjumi rezultçjâs izpratnç, ka lokâlo problçmu
risinâðana mûsdienâs ir jâsaista ar katras teritorijas unikalitâti un salîdzinoðajâm
priekðrocîbâm. Jaunâs reìionâlâs attîstîbas paradigmas ietvaros tas nozîmç viedâs
specializâcijas (smart specialization) stratçìijas ievieðanu (piem., Koumparou 2013).
Iespçjamais risinâjums viedâs specializâcijas ievieðanai mazâs lauku teritorijâs var
tikt atrasts, izmantojot tâ saukto “vietâ balstîtu reìionâlo attîstîbu” (place-based
regional development), kura paredz katras teritorijas potenciâla realizâciju (McCann,
Rodriguez-Pose 2011).

Viedâs reìionâlâs attîstîbas paradigma un tâs ietvaros lietotâ viedâs specializâcijas
stratçìija Latvijâ lîdz ðim bija jauns un maz pçtîts koncepts. Ðî koncepta padziïinâtai

izpçtei, kâ arî Latvijas laukiem un reìioniem atbilstoðâ viedâs
attîstîbas modeïa izveidei pievçrsâs vairâku Latvijas universitâðu
un augstskolu zinâtnieki Valsts pçtîjumu programmas 5.2. “Taut-
saimniecîbas transformâcija, gudra izaugsme, pârvaldîba un tiesis-
kais ietvars valsts un sabiedrîbas ilgtspçjîgai attîstîbai – jaunas
pieejas ilgtspçjîgas zinâðanu sabiedrîbas veidoðanai” (EKOSOC-
LV) ietvaros Latvijas Zinâtòu akadçmijas akadçmiíes, profesores,
Dr.hab.oec. Baibas Rivþas vadîbâ. Valsts pçtîjumu programmâ
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EKOSOC-LV darbs paralçli norisinâs desmit daþâdos apakðprojektos, no kuriem viedo
lauku reìionu telpiskai attîstîbai  pievçrsâs apakðprojekts 5.2.3. “Latvijas lauku un
reìionâlâs attîstîbas procesi un iespçjas zinâðanu ekonomikas kontekstâ” (vadîtâja –
akadçmiíe, profesore, Dr.hab.oec. Baiba Rivþa). Lîdz ar Valsts pçtîjumu programmas
EKOSOC-LV realizâciju aktivizçjâs arî viedas attîstîbas un to iespçju, îpaði lauku teri-
torijâs, izpçte Latvijâ (piem., Bulderberga 2017; Kreslins, Stefenberga 2016; Melbarde,
Ore 2016; Rivza, Kruzmetra, Zaluksne 2016; Ðipilova, Ostrovska, Jermolajeva, Alek-
sejeva, Oïehnoviès 2017; Ðipilova, Aleksejeva, Ostrovska 2015; Zvirbule, Rivza, Bul-
derberga 2016; Jermolajeva, Rivþa, Aleksejeva, Ðipilova, Ostrovska 2017 u.c.).

Viedâs specializâcijas koncepta attîstîba un realizâcija lokâlajâ lîmenî prasa aktîvu
skaidroðanas procesu un diskusiju ar visâm ieinteresçtajâm pusçm (Poliakaite et al.
2015), tâdçï Daugavpils Universitâte kâ EKOSOC-LV dalîbniece apakðprojektâ 5.2.3.
seðu zinâtnieku sastâvâ (Dr.paed. Inta Ostrovska, Dr.oec. Viktorija Ðipilova, Dr.oec.
Ludmila Aleksejeva, Dr.oec. Elita Jermolajeva (Latvijas Lauksaimniecîbas universitâte),
Mg.hist. Dmitrijs Oïehnoviès, Ph.D. Dzintra Iliðko) laikâ no 2015. gada lîdz 2017. ga-
dam organizçja zinâtniski praktisko seminâru sçriju EKOSOC-LV apakðprojekta 5.2.3.
ietvaros. Seminâru mçríis bija gan informçt, gan prezentçt pçtîjumu rezultâtus, gan
arî veicinât zinâtnieku, paðvaldîbu pârstâvju, uzòçmçju un sabiedrîbas iesaisti diskusijâ.
Seminâru fokusâ atradâs Latgales reìions.

2015. gada 9. februâris – 1. zinâtniski praktiskais seminârs “Viedâs attîstîbas
iespçjas Latvijas laukos un reìionos”, Daugavpils Universitâte, Parâdes iela 1. Pirmâ
zinâtniski praktiskâ seminâra mçríis, sâkot aktîvu darbu Valsts pçtîjumu programmâ
EKOSOC-LV, bija informçt zinâtniekus, paðvaldîbu pârstâvjus, uzòçmçjus un sabiedrîbu
kopumâ par apakðprojekta 5.2.3. mçríiem un plânotajâm aktivitâtçm, kâ arî iepazîs-
tinât ar kopîgu teorçtisko pieeju un iespçjamo metodoloìisko risinâjumu, kas ïautu
izvçrtçt mûsdienu viedâ reìiona attîstîbas tendences, iespçjas un izaicinâjumus Latvijâ.

Teorçtiskâs pamatnostâdnes un metodoloìiskie risinâjumi par viedo reìionâlo
attîstîbu uzsver unikâla risinâjuma neesamîbu un holistiskâs pieejas nepiecieðamîbu,
kura ietver vidi, sabiedrîbu, ekonomiku, pârvaldîbu (piem., skat. Ostrovska, Ðipilova,
Aleksejeva, Jermolajeva, Oïehnoviès (2016) par teorçtisko pamatnostâdòu apkopo-
jumu).

Valsts pçtîjumu programmas EKOSOC-LV apakðprojekts 5.2.3. par vienu no
mçríiem noteica vairâku zinâtòu virzienu apvienoðanu (ekonomika, socioloìija, pâr-
valdîba), kas ïautu nodroðinât integrâlu skatîjumu viedâs attîstîbas stratçìijas izveides
procesâ (Latvijas Zinâtòu Akadçmija 2014). Otrais mçríis koncentrç uzmanîbu uz
ilgtspçju kâ lauku un reìionu viedâs attîstîbas pamatu (Latvijas Zinâtòu Akadçmija
2014). Ilgtspçjîga attîstîba paredz lîdzsvara sasniegðanu starp vidi, sabiedrîbu un
ekonomiku, kuru saskaòâ ar zinâtniskiem uzskatiem iespçjams panâkt, izmantojot
viedâs specializâcijas stratçìiju. Visbeidzot, treðais apakðprojekta 5.2.3. mçríis paredz
pçtîjuma gaitâ iegûto zinâtnisko atziòu pârnesi praksç (Latvijas Zinâtòu Akadçmija
2014), kas zinâmâ mçrâ tiek nodroðinâts arî caur seminâru darbu.

Pirmajâ seminârâ klâtesoðos uzrunâja Valsts pçtîjumu programmas EKOSOC-
LV vadîtâja – akadçmiíe, profesore, Dr.hab.oec. Baiba Rivþa. Pirmajâ seminârâ tika
uzsvçrta Jaunâs reìionâlâs attîstîbas paradigmas nozîme Latvijas lauku un reìionu
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viedâs attîstîbas nodroðinâðanai un Valsts pçtîjumu programmas EKOSOC-LV ieplâ-
noto darbu ðajâ virzienâ. Valsts pçtîjumu programmas EKOSOC-LV 5.2.3. apakð-
projekta rezultâtâ tiks piedâvâts lauku un reìionu viedâs attîstîbas modelis, kuru bûs
iespçjams lietot praksç viedâs specializâcijas stratçìiju izstrâdç.

Turpmâko pçtîjumu par viedâs specializâcijas attîstîbu teorçtiskais ietvars pare-
dzçja “vietâ balstîtas reìionâlâs attîstîbas” (place-based regional development) pieejas
izmantoðanu. Ðîs pieejas pamatnostâdnes un pieredze tâs lietoðanâ parâda, ka teritorijas
attîstîba bûtu jâbalsta uz konkrçta reìiona/vietas unikalitâti un salîdzinoðajâm priekðro-
cîbâm.

Pçtot “vietâ balstîtas reìionâlâs attîstîbas” pieeju Latgales reìiona aspektâ,
EKOSOC-LV 5.2.3. apakðprojekta dalîbnieki no Daugavpils Universitâtes (Ðipilova,
Aleksejeva, Ostrovska 2015, 2016) secinâja, ka Latgales reìionâ aktîvi tiek lietota
“vietâ balstîtas reìionâlâs attîstîbas pieeja”. Tomçr bûtu nepiecieðams ilgtermiòa
redzçjums un tâ iespçjamâ kombinâcija ar “cilvçkos balstîtas reìionâlâs attîstîbas”
(people-based regional development) pieeju.

Ilgtspçjîgas attîstîbas indikatoru sistçma, kura paredz izvçrtçt vides, ekonomikas,
sociâlos un pârvaldîbas aspektus, ir îpaði nozîmîga lauku teritoriju virzîbâ uz viedu
attîstîbu, jo kâ Ostrovska, Ðipilova, Aleksejeva, Jermolajeva, Oïehnoviès (2016) uzsver,
apkopojot zinâtnisko literatûru par ilgtspçjîgas attîstîbas mçrîjumiem, zinâtnieki
akcentç ilgtspçjas aspektu izpçti un ievieðanu tieði lokâlajâ lîmenî, t.i., reìiona, paðval-
dîbas, pilsçtas lîmenî. EKOSOC-LV 5.2.3. apakðprojekta ietvaros viedâ specializâcija
un attîstîbas ilgtspçja tiek vçrtçti, balstoties uz èetrâm dimensijâm: Resursi, Iedzîvotâji,
Ekonomika, Pârvaldîba.

Viedâs attîstîbas novçrtçðanas metodes tiek saistîtas ar ESPON Cube modeli
(piem., Copus, Noguera 2010), kurâ novçrtç reìiona ìeogrâfisko izvietojumu, telpas
raksturojumu un attîstîbas tempu. Ðâda pieeja ïauj atsvaidzinât stereotipus par lauku
teritorijâm. Kâ viens no izaicinâjumiem ðâdas novçrtçðanas pieejas izmantoðanai lauku
teritorijâs ir statistisko datu ierobeþojumi, ko 5.2.3. apakðprojekta dalîbnieki risinâja,
organizçjot nepietiekamo statistisko datu vâkðanu un apkopoðanu.

Seminâra darbâ piedalîjâs Daugavpils pilsçtas un novada domes pârstâvji, Latgales
Plânoðanas reìiona pârstâvji, Daugavpils Universitâtes vadîba, Daugavpils Universi-
tâtes Sociâlo zinâtòu fakultâtes, Humanitâras fakultâtes, Izglîtîbas un vadîbas fakul-
tâtes, kâ arî Humanitâro un sociâlo zinâtòu institûta pârstâvji.

2015. gada 9. februâra 1. zinâtniski praktiskâ seminâra “Viedâs attîstîbas iespçjas
Latvijas laukos un reìionos” rezultâtâ aizsâkâs reìionâlajâ attîstîbâ iesaistîto puðu
diskusijas Valsts pçtîjumu programmas EKOSOC-LV apakðprojekta 5.2.3. ietvaros
Latgales reìionâ un sniegta plaða informâcija par nepiecieðamîbu un iespçjâm pçtît
reìionâlu un lauku attîstîbu Jaunâs reìionâlâs attîstîbas paradigmas kontekstâ.

2016. gada 22. aprîlis – 2. zinâtniski praktiskais seminârs “Viedâs attîstîbas
iespçjas Latvijas laukos un reìionos”, Daugavpils Universitâte, Parâdes iela 1. Otrais
zinâtniski praktiskais seminârs “Viedâs attîstîbas iespçjas Latvijas laukos un reìionos”
turpinâja iesâkto darbu reìionâlajâ attîstîbâ iesaistîto puðu informçðanâ un diskusijas
nodroðinâðanâ, kâ arî prezentçja 5.2.3. apakðprojekta norises gaitu un kvantitatîvos
starprezultâtus par Latgales reìiona viedo attîstîbu. Viens no seminâra pamatuzde-
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vumiem bija aktîvi iesaistît ekspertus no zinâtnes, uzòçmçjdarbîbas, paðvaldîbas un
valsts kvalitatîvajâ viedâs attîstîbas novçrtçjumâ.

2. zinâtniski praktiskâ seminâra mçríis bija iepazîstinât daþâdu jomu ekspertus
un sabiedrîbu kopumâ ar 5.2.3. apakðprojekta kvantitatîvajiem rezultâtiem uz Latgales
reìiona piemçra, uzsverot, ka 5.2.3. apakðprojekta zinâtnieki pirmo reizi Latvijâ ir
aprçíinâjuði Viedâs attîstîbas indeksu, turklât, Viedâs attîstîbas indeksa aprçíinâðana
tika veikta visiem Latvijas reìioniem un novadiem. Seminâra darbs bija arî labs veids,
kâ pastâstît par statistiskâs datu bâzes paplaðinâðanu lauku teritorijâm.

Valsts pçtîjumu programmas EKOSOC-LV apakðprojekta 5.2.3. dalîbnieki
no Daugavpils Universitâtes un Latvijas Lauksaimniecîbas universitâtes –
2. zinâtniski praktiska seminâra “Viedâs attîstîbas iespçjas Latvijas laukos

un reìionos” darba moments. Foto: EKOSOC-LV arhîvs

Viedâs attîstîbas indekss kâ kvantitatîvais viedâs attîstîbas indikators, kas parâda
teritorijas viedâs attîstîbas lîmeni, pçc bûtîbas ir integrâls râdîtâjs, kas ietver èetras
dimensijas – Resursi, Iedzîvotâji, Ekonomika un Pârvaldîba, tâdçjâdi ievçrojot viedâs
specializâcijas koncepta îpatnîbas (piem., Ostrovska, Aleksejeva, Ðipilova, Jermolajeva,
Iliðko, Oïehnoviès 2016).

Viedâs attîstîbas indeksa vçrtîbas Latgales reìionam atklâja dominçjoðâs dimensijas
Latgales reìiona viedajâ attîstîbâ – Iedzîvotâji un Resursi. Kopumâ veikto aprçíinu
rezultâtâ iegûto datu analîze par Latgales reìionu atklâja salîdzinoði vienmçrîgu viedo
attîstîbu starp Latgales reìiona novadiem, tomçr bija arî jâatzîmç, ka tâ ir pieticîgâka
nekâ citos Latvijas reìionos un novadi ar augstâku viedâs attîstîbas lîmeni attîstâs
lçnâk nekâ novadi ar zemâku viedâs attîstîbas lîmeni (Ðipilova, Ostrovska, Jermolajeva,
Aleksejeva, Oïehnoviès 2017). Latgales reìionâ ir vçrojama sociâla kapitâla mazinâ-
ðanâs un dabas resursu izmantoðana, pârsvarâ radot zemu pievienoto vçrtîbu (piem.,
Latgales plânoðanas reìions 2010a, 2010b), kas nav îpaði labvçlîgi, òemot vçrâ, ka
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dimensijas Iedzîvotâji un Resursi dominç reìiona viedajâ attîstîbâ. Vienlaicîgi tas
parâda jomas aktîvai darbîbai un situâcijas uzlaboðanai.

Seminâra ietvaros tika organizçta ekspertu aptauja, kuri pârstâv valsts sektoru,
uzòçmçjdarbîbu un zinâtni, izmantojot AHP (Analytic Hierarchy Process) metodi,
kas nodroðinâtu kvalitatîvu viedâs attîstîbas vçrtçjumu un palîdzçtu izprast kvanti-
tatîvâs analîzes rezultâtus. Ekspertiem tika jautâts par viedâs attîstîbas èetrâm dimen-
sijâm un to nozîmi Latgales reìiona attîstîbâ, kâ arî par iedzîvotâju, paðvaldîbas,
valsts un ES ietekmi, tâdçjâdi nosakot dominçjoðos ietekmes faktorus, t.i, iedzîvotâju
iniciatîvu un aktivitâti vai institucionâlo vidi. Kvalitatîvâ novçrtçjuma rezultâtu pre-
zentâcija tika apsolîta nâkamo seminâru darba kârtîbâ.

2. zinâtniski praktiskâ seminâra darbâ piedalîjâs gan paðvaldîbu un Saeimas
pârstâvji, gan uzòçmçjdarbîbas pârstâvji, gan zinâtnes pârstâvji.

2016. gada 27. jûlijs – izbraukuma seminârs par trim Valsts Pçtîjumu program-
mas EKOSOC-LV 5.2.3, 5.2.8., 5.2.9. projektiem Daugavpils Universitâtes mâcîbu
bâzç “Ilgas”.  Nâkamais Valsts pçtîjumu programmai EKOSOC-LV veltîtais seminârs
Daugavpils Universitâtç norisinâjâs plaðâkâ formâtâ, apvienojot trîs apakðprojektus,
kuri ietilpst Valsts pçtîjumu programmas EKOSOC-LV Telpiskâs attîstîbas blokâ. Ðo
seminâru organizçja arî Daugavpils Universitâtes pârstâvji no EKOSOC-LV apakðpro-
jekta 5.2.9. profesores, Dr.biol.  Ineses Kokinas vadîbâ.

2016. gada 27. jûlijâ Daugavpils Universitâtes mâcîbu bâzç “Ilgas” sapulcçjâs
apakðprojektu 5.2.3. “Latvijas lauku un reìionâlâs attîstîbas procesi un iespçjas zinâðanu
ekonomikas kontekstâ”, 5.2.8. “Kultûrvides attîstîbas, vides daudzveidîbas saglabâ-
ðanas un urbanizâcijas procesi Latvijas lîdzsvarotas attîstîbas kontekstâ” un 5.2.9.
“Sociâlâs apziòas izmaiòu ietekme uz ekosistçmas pakalpojumu ilgtspçjîgu nodroðinâ-
jumu” pârstâvji, lai kopîgi apspriestu viedo reìionu telpiskâs attîstîbas tendences un
iespçjas Latvijâ. Telpiskâs attîstîbas bloks koncentrç uzmanîbu uz viedâ reìiona pazîmju
noteikðanu, ilgtspçju ietekmçjoðo pazîmju noteikðanu un viedâs uz ilgtspçju vçrstas
attîstîbas iespçjamîbu Latvijâ îpaði aizsargâjamâs dabas teritorijâs. Seminâra uzdevums
bija apspriest trîs apakðprojektos paveikto un noteikt turpmâko darba kârtîbu kopîga
mçría – viedâ reìiona ilgtspçjîgas attîstîbas veicinâðanas iespçju noteikðana – sasnieg-
ðanai.

Valsts pçtîjumu programmas
EKOSOC-LV un tâs
apakðprojekta 5.2.3. vadîtâja
akadçmiíe, profesore,
Dr.hab.oec. Baiba Rivþa
Daugavpils Universitâtç sniedz
interviju reìionâlai televîzijai.
Foto: EKOSOC-LV arhîvs
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Valsts pçtîjumu programmas EKOSOC-LV apakðprojektu 5.2.3., 5.2.8., 5.2.9.
pârstâvji Daugavpils Universitâtes mâcîbu bâzç “Ilgas” izbraukuma seminâra laikâ.

Foto: EKOSOC-LV arhîvs

5.2.3. apakðprojekta pârstâvji izbraukuma seminâra laikâ koncentrçjâs uz viedâ
reìiona iezîmçm ar uzsvaru uz atlasîtajâm padziïinâtas izpçtes teritorijâm. Ðajâ tikðanâs
reizç tika arî prezentçti viedâs attîstîbas kvalitatîvâ novçrtçjuma rezultâti. Kopumâ,
jâatzîmç, ka 5.2.3. apakðprojekta pçtîjuma rezultâti ïauj optimistiski vçrtçt Latgales
reìiona lauku teritoriju spçjas bût viediem attîstîbâ, un îpaði tas izpauþas uzòçmçj-
darbîbas tendencçs. Piemçram, uzòçmçjdarbîbas pieaugums Latgales reìionâ augsto
un vidçji augsto tehnoloìiju nozarçs, kâ arî zinâtòu ietilpîgajâs nozarçs apskatâmajâ
laika posmâ no 2009. gada lîdz 2015. gadam bija straujâks nekâ uzòçmçjdarbîbâ
kopumâ. Turklât, tas ir vçrojams ne tikai Latgales reìionâ, bet arî citos reìionos. Pie-
mçram, Rivza, Kruzmetra, Zaluksne (2016) uz Zemgales reìiona piemçra arî apzinâja
pozitîvas viedâs attîstîbas tendences un parâdîja, ka Jaunâs reìionâlâs attîstîbas para-
digmas iezîmçm var atbilst arî mazâk apdzîvotas un attîstîtas lauku teritorijas, kurâs
notiek straujâks augsti tehnoloìisko un zinâðanu ietilpîgo uzòçmumu skaita pieaugums
nekâ uzòçmumu skaita pieaugums kopumâ. Tas liecina par samçrâ augstu un veiksmîgu
reìionu iedzîvotâju iesaistîðanos uzòçmçjdarbîbâ. Jautâjumâ par iedzîvotâju aktivitâtes
ietekmi uz viedo attîstîbu Latgales reìionâ, 2. zinâtniski praktiskâ seminâra “Viedâs
attîstîbas iespçjas Latvijas laukos un reìionos” laikâ aptaujâtie eksperti atzîmçja, ka
spçja kïût par uzòçmçju ir starp viedo attîstîbu noteicoðajiem faktoriem.

Izbraukuma seminârs, kurð apvieno starpdisciplinârus Valsts pçtîjumu programmas
EKOSOC-LV apakðprojektus viedâ reìiona telpiskâs attîstîbas izpçtei vçlreiz aplie-
cinâja, ka jautâjumi par attîstîbas ilgtspçju ir jârisina ar holistisku pieeju.

Tas tika darîts arî vçlâk, kad 2016. gada 28. novembrî Daugavpils Universitâtç
norisinâjâs Fokusgrupas diskusija “Kâ saimniekot Îpaði aizsargâjamâs dabas
teritorijâs (ÎADT)?” (organizçja 5.2.9. apakðprojekta vadîtâja – profesore, Dr.biol.
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Inese Kokina), kuras ietvaros Valsts pçtîjumu programmas EKOSOC-LV apakðprojekts
5.2.9. “Sociâlâs apziòas izmaiòu ietekme uz ekosistçmas pakalpojumu ilgtspçjîgu nodro-
ðinâjumu” un apakðprojekts 5.2.3. “Latvijas lauku un reìionâlâs attîstîbas procesi un
iespçjas zinâðanu ekonomikas kontekstâ” kopîgi apsprieda viedâ reìiona telpiskâs
attîstîbas tendences un izaicinâjumus starpdisciplinârajâ skatîjumâ, t.i., apvienojot
dabas zinâtnes un sociâlâs zinâtnes, aicinot diskusijâ piedalîties ieinteresçtas puses.

Starpdisciplinâra pieeja reìiona attîstîbas izpçtç Daugavpils Universitâtç tika aktua-
lizçta arî 2017. gada 28. februârî Humanitâro un sociâlo zinâtòu institûta  rîkotajâ
2. zinâtniskajâ seminârâ “Latgales pagâtne, tagadne, nâkotne: starpdisciplinaritâtes
pieredze un perspektîvas” (organizçja profesore, Dr.theol.  Anita Staðulâne), kura
ietvaros tika prezentçti EKOSOC-LV apakðprojekta 5.2.3. pçtîjumu starprezultâti
par Latgales reìiona viedo attîstîbu un spriests par reìionu humanitâro un sociâlo
zinâtòu kontekstâ.

2017. gada 4. oktobrî notika 3. zinâtniski praktiskais seminârs “Latgales reìions
ceïâ uz viedu attîstîbu: EKOSOC-LV projekta rezultâti”.  5.2.3. apakðprojekta realizâ-
cijas gaitâ iegûtie kvantitatîvie un kvalitatîvie viedo attîstîbu raksturojoðie râdîtâji
par Latgales reìionu, kâ arî uzòçmçjdarbîbas tendenèu analîze lauku teritorijâs zinâ-
ðanu ekonomikas kontekstâ ïâva zinâtniekiem ar jaunu skatu un atbilstoði Jaunâs
reìionâlâs attîstîbas paradigmas îpatnîbâm novçrtçt Latgales reìiona lauku teritoriju
attîstîbu un attîstîbas potenciâlu.

Viena no galvenajâm atziòâm ir attiecinâma uz faktu, ka ekonomiski vâjâk attîstî-
tajâ Latgales reìionâ notiek viedâ attîstîba, kâ arî attîstâs zinâðanâs balstîtas ekono-
mikas segmenti. Iegûto kvantitatîvo datu kompleksâ analîze parâdîja, ka galvenie
viedâs attîstîbas virzîtâji Latgales reìionâ ir reìiona Iedzîvotâji un reìionâ pieejamie
Resursi (Ðipilova, Ostrovska, Jermolajeva, Aleksejeva, Oïehnoviès 2017), kâ arî izteikts
salîdzinâjumâ ar kopçjâm uzòçmçjdarbîbas pieauguma tendencçm uzòçmçjdarbîbas
pieaugums augsti tehnoloìiskajâs un zinâðanu ietilpîgajâs nozarçs, kaut gan ðîs tendences
saikne ar reìiona viedo attîstîbu pagaidâm ir vâji izteikta (Jermolajeva, Rivþa,
Aleksejeva, Ðipilova, Ostrovska 2017; Ðipilova 2017). Neskatoties uz to, ka kvantitatî-
vais novçrtçjums parâdîja samçrâ pieticîgu dimensijas Ekonomika ieguldîjumu Latgales
reìiona viedajâ attîstîbâ, tomçr tai ir pieðíirta augsta nozîme kvalitatîvâ novçrtçjuma
ietvaros ekspertu skatîjumâ.

Saskaòâ ar kvalitatîvo viedâs attîstîbas novçrtçjumu, Latgales reìiona stûrakmeòi
viedâs attîstîbas nodroðinâðanâ ir dimensijas Iedzîvotâji un Ekonomika. Vçrtçjot
dimensijas Iedzîvotâji ietekmi uz Latgales reìiona viedo attîstîbu, aptaujâtie eksperti
atzina, ka iedzîvotâju iniciatîvâm un aktivitâtçm ir liela nozîme reìiona viedâs speciali-
zâcijas nodroðinâðanâ, bet izteikts pârsvars ir vietçjâs nozîmes institucionâlajai videi.
Seminârâ ar savu pieredzi dalîjâs arî uzòçmçji, kuri veiksmîgi darbojas Latgales reìionâ.
Uzòçmçju skatîjumâ iedzîvotâju iniciatîva un aktivitâte ir bûtisks veiksmîgas uzòçmçj-
darbîbas priekðnosacîjums.

Jâatzîmç, ka dimensija Iedzîvotâji izteikti dominç Latgales reìionâ gan kvantita-
tîvajâ, gan kvalitatîvajâ vçrtçjumâ, turklât to var attiecinât uz Latgales reìiona viedâs
attîstîbas îpatnîbâm, jo citos Latvijas reìionos dominç dimensijas Ekonomika un
Pârvaldîba.
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3. zinâtniski praktiskâ seminâra “Latgales reìions ceïâ uz
viedu attîstîbu: EKOSOC-LV projekta rezultâti” darba momenti.

Foto: EKOSOC-LV arhîvs

Kâ negatîvu tendenci Latgales reìiona viedajâ attîstîbâ iespçjams atzîmçt atðíirîbas
starp reìiona novadiem un samçrâ augstu novadu skaitu, kuros Viedâs attîstîbas indekss
sasniedz negatîvu vçrtîbu. Tomçr Viedâs attîstîbas indeksa maksimâlâs vçrtîbas arî
parâda, ka tik viennozîmîgi nelabvçlîga attîstîba Latgales reìionâ nav novçrojama un
viedâ attîstîba Latgales reìionâ var tikt uzskatîta par salîdzinoði vienmçrîgu, jo starpîba
starp maksimâlo un minimâlo indeksa vçrtîbu nav liela.

Pçtîjuma rezultâti piedâvâ iespçjamo metodoloìisko risinâjumu viedâs attîstîbas
novçrtçjumam lauku teritorijâs Latvijâ, savukârt, iegûta zinâtniskâ pieredze var tikt
izmantota praktisko uzdevumu risinâðanâ Latgales reìiona novadu lîmenî. Seminâru
sçrija, kura norisinâjâs Daugavpils Universitâte Valsts pçtîjumu programmas
EKOSOC-LV apakðprojekta 5.2.3. ietvaros parâdîja, ka iesaistît diskusijâs visas iein-
teresçtâs puses, kâ arî starpdisciplinâri pieiet jautâjumu risinâðanâ par teritorijas viedu
attîstîbu ir pareizais darba virziens. Ieinteresçto puðu iesaistîðana diskusijâs seminâru
norises laikâ un pçtîjuma posmu rezultâtu apsprieðana parâdîja, ka viedâs attîstîbas
koncepts Latgales lauku teritorijâs ir nepiecieðams un tiek izprasts, kâ arî tiek un tiks
praktizçts atðíirîgajâs lauku teritorijâs Latgales reìionâ.
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Ðis darbs ir izstrâdâts valsts pçtîjumu programmas
5.2. “Tautsaimniecîbas transformâcija, gudra izaugsme, pârvaldîba un tiesiskais

ietvars valsts un sabiedrîbas ilgtspçjîgai attîstîbai – jaunas pieejas ilgtspçjîgas
zinâðanu sabiedrîbas veidoðanai (EKOSOC-LV)” ietvaros.
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AUTORU IEVÇRÎBAI

Þurnâlâ “Sociâlo Zinâtòu Vçstnesis” tiek publicçti oriìinâli zinâtniskie raksti sociâlajâs
zinâtnçs (socioloìijâ, politikas zinâtnç, ekonomikâ, sociâlajâ psiholoìijâ, tiesîbu zinâtnç), kâ
arî zinâtnisko pçtîjumu recenzijas, konferenèu apskati, informâcija par zinâtnisko dzîvi.
Redakcija rakstus pieòem angïu, latvieðu un krievu valodâ. Rakstu problemâtika nav ierobeþota.

Redakcijâ iesniegtie raksti tiek recenzçti. Atsauksmi par katru rakstu sniedz divi recenzenti,
kâ arî þurnâla redaktors. Redakcija ievçro autoru un recenzentu savstarpçjo anonimitâti. Rakstu
autoriem ir tiesîbas iepazîties ar recenzijâm un kritiskâm piezîmçm un, nepiecieðamîbas gadîjumâ,
koriìçt savus pçtîjumus, veikt tajos labojumus un grozîjumus, par termiòu vienojoties ar
redaktoru. Redakcijai ir tiesîbas veikt nepiecieðamos stilistiskos labojumus, kâ arî precizçt
raksta zinâtniskâ aparâta noformçjumu. Redakcijas izdarîtie labojumi tiek saskaòoti ar autoru.

Raksti tiek vçrtçti saskaòâ ar pieòemtajiem zinâtniskuma kritçrijiem: pçtîjuma atbilstîba
mûsdienu teorçtiskajam lîmenim izvçlçtâs problçmas izpçtç; pietiekama empîriskâ bâze,
empîriskâ materiâla oriìinalitâte; hipotçþu, atziòu un rekomendâciju oriìinalitâte un novitâte;
pçtâmâs tçmas aktualitâte. Tiek vçrtçta arî izklâsta loìika un saprotamîba. Atlasot rakstus
publicçðanai, priekðroka tiek dota fundamentâlas ievirzes pçtîjumiem.

Redakcija honorârus nemaksâ, manuskriptus un CD atpakaï neizsniedz.

Raksta noformçðana

Raksti, kuru noformçðana neatbilst prasîbâm, netiks pieòemti publicçðanai.

Raksta apjoms: 0,75 – 1,5 autorloksnes (30000–60000 zîmju, atstarpes ieskaitot).
Raksta manuskripts iesniedzams pa elektronisko pastu. Teksts jâsaliek, izmantojot Times

New Roman ðriftu MS Word failâ .doc vai .docx; burtu lielums – 12 punkti, intervâls starp
rindâm – 1. Teksta attâlums no kreisâs malas – 3,5 cm, no labâs malas – 2,5 cm, no apakðas
un no augðas – 2,5 cm. Ja tiek izmantotas speciâlâs datorprogrammas, tad tâs iesniedzamas
kopâ ar rakstu.

Raksta kopsavilkums: 2000–2500 zîmju. Rakstiem latvieðu valodâ kopsavilkums jâsa-
gatavo angïu un krievu valodâ; rakstiem angïu valodâ jâpievieno kopsavilkums latvieðu un
krievu valodâ; rakstiem krievu valodâ jâpievieno kopsavilkums latvieðu un angïu valodâ.

Raksta valoda: zinâtniska, terminoloìiski precîza. Ja autors gatavo rakstu sveðvalodâ,
tad viòam paðam jârûpçjas par raksta teksta valodniecisko rediìçðanu, konsultçjoties ar
attiecîgâs sociâlo zinâtòu nozares speciâlistu – valodas nesçju. Raksti, kuru valoda neatbilst
pareizrakstîbas likumiem, netiks izskatîti un recenzçti.

Raksta zinâtniskais aparâts. Atsauces ievietojamas tekstâ pçc ðâda parauga: (Turner 1990);
(Mills, Bela 1997). Piezîmes un skaidrojumi ievietojami raksta beigâs. Tabulas, grafiki, shçmas
un diagrammas noformçjami, norâdot materiâla avotu, nepiecieðamîbas gadîjumâ arî atzîmçjot
tabulu, grafiku, shçmu izveides (aprçíinâðanas, datu summçðanas utt.) metodiku. Visiem tâda
veida materiâliem jânorâda kârtas numurs un virsraksts.

References jâveido un jânoformç ðâdi:

Monogrâfijas (grâmatas un broðûras):
Mills Ch. R. (1998) Sotsiologicheskoe voobrazhenie. Moskva: Strategiia. (In Russian)
Turner J. H. (1974) The Structure of Sociological Theory. Homewood (Illinois): The Dorsey
Press.
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Raksti krâjumos:
Turner R. H. (1990) A Comparative Content Analysis of Biographies. Øyen, E. (ed.)
Comparative Methodology: Theory and Practice in International Social Research. London,
etc.: Sage Publications, pp. 134–150.

Raksti þurnâlos:
Bela B. (1997) Identitates daudzbalsiba Zviedrijas latviesu dzivesstastos. Latvijas Zinatnu
Akademijas Vestis, A, 51, Nr. 5/6, 112.–129. lpp. (In Latvian)
Shmitt K. (1992) Poniatie politicheskogo. Voprosy sotsiologii, ¹  1, str. 37–67. (In Russian)

Raksti laikrakstos:
Strazdins I. (1999) Matematiki pasaule un Latvija. Zinatnes Vestnesis, 8. marts. (In Latvian)

Materiâli no interneta :
Soms H. Vestures informatika: Saturs, struktura un datu baze Latgales dati. (In Latvian)
Pieejams: http://www.dpu.lv/LD/LDpublik.html (skat. 20.10.2002).

References sakârtojamas autoru uzvârdu vai nosaukumu (ja autors ir institûcija)  latîòu
alfabçta secîbâ.
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NOTES FOR CONTRIBUTORS

“Social Sciences Bulletin” publishes original research papers on the problems of social
sciences (sociology, political sciences, economics, social psychology, law), as well as review
articles, information on conferences and scientific life. The Editorial Board accepts articles in
English, Latvian, and Russian. The scope of problems of articles is not limited.

The articles submitted to the Editorial Board are reviewed by two reviewers and the editor.
The Editorial Board observes mutual anonymity of the authors and the reviewers. The authors
have a right to get acquainted with the reviews and the critical remarks (comments) and, if it
is necessary, they may make some changes, coming to an agreement about the terms with the
editor. The Editorial Board has a right to make necessary stylistic corrections, change the
layout of the scientific paper to come to the uniformity of the layout. The corrections made by
the Editorial Board will be agreed with the author.

The articles are evaluated according to the adopted scientific criteria: correspondence of
the research to the present-day theoretical level in the domain of the chosen problem; sufficient
empirical basis; originality of empirical material; originality of hypotheses, conclusions, and
recommendations; topicality of the subject investigated. The logics and clearness of the
exposition is evaluated as well. Preference is given to fundamental studies.

The Editorial Board does not pay royalties; manuscripts and CDs are not given back.

Layout of Manuscripts

Articles, which do not have an appropriate layout, will not be accepted.

Volume of article: 30,000 – 60,000 characters with spaces.
Manuscript should be submitted by e-mail. Text should be composed using Times New

Roman font Word format .doc or .docx; font size – 12, line spacing – 1. Text should be
aligned 3.5 cm – from the left side, 2.5 – from the right side, 2.5 cm – from the top and the
bottom. If special computer programmes are used, then they should be submitted together
with the article.

Summary: 2,000–2,500 characters. Articles in Latvian should contain a summary in English
and Russian; articles in English should be provided with a summary in Latvian and Russian;
articles in Russian should contain a summary in Latvian and English.

Language of article: scientific, terminologically precise. If author prepares an article in a
foreign language, then he/she should take trouble about the linguistic correction of the written
text consulting a specialist of the corresponding branch of social sciences – native speaker.
Articles, which have a wrong spelling, will not be accepted and reviewed.

Layout of article.  References should be placed in a text according to the example: (Turner
1990); (Mills,  Bela 1997). Explanations and comments should be given in the endnotes. Tables,
charts, schemes, diagrams, etc. should have indication of the source of the material and, if
necessary, then the method of making the table, the chart, the scheme (calculations, data
gathering, etc.) should be marked. These materials should have ordinal numbers and titles.

References should be compiled according to the given samples:

Monographs (books, brochures):
Mills Ch. R. (1998) Sotsiologicheskoe voobrazhenie. Moskva: Strategiia. (In Russian)
Turner J. H. (1974) The Structure of Sociological Theory. Homewood (Illinois): The Dorsey
Press.



122

Articles in collections:
Turner R. H. (1990) A Comparative Content Analysis of Biographies. Øyen, E. (ed.)
Comparative Methodology: Theory and Practice in International Social Research. London,
etc.: Sage Publications, pp. 134–150.

Articles in magazines:
Bela B. (1997) Identitates daudzbalsiba Zviedrijas latviesu dzivesstastos. Latvijas Zinatnu
Akademijas Vestis, A, 51, Nr. 5/6, 112.–129. lpp. (In Latvian)
Shmitt K. (1992) Poniatie politicheskogo. Voprosy sotsiologii, ¹  1, str. 37–67. (In Russian)

Articles in newspapers:
Strazdins I. (1999) Matematiki pasaule un Latvija. Zinatnes Vestnesis, 8. marts. (In Latvian)

Materials from the Internet:
Soms H. Vestures informatika: Saturs, struktura un datu baze Latgales dati. (In Latvian)
Available: http://www.dpu.lv/LD/LDpublik.html (accessed 20.10.2002).

References should be compiled in the Roman alphabet’s order according to the authors’
names or titles (if the institution is the author).
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ÂÍÈÌÀÍÈÞ ÀÂÒ Î ÐÎ Â

Â æóðíàëå «Âåñòíèê ñîöèàëüíûõ íà óê» ïóáëèêóþòñÿ îðèãèíàëüíûå íà ó÷íûå ñòàòüè
ïî ïðîáëåìàì ñîöèàëüíûõ íà óê (ñîöèîëîãèè, ïîëèòè÷åñêèõ íà óê, ýêîíîìèêè, ñîöèàëü-
íîé ïñèõîëîãèè, þðèñïðóäåíöèè), à òàêæå ðåöåíçèè íà íà ó÷íûå èññëåäîâàíèÿ, îáçîðû
êîíôåðåíöèé, èíôîðìàöèÿ î íà ó÷íîé æèçíè. Ðåäàêöèÿ ïðèíèìàåò ñòàòüè íà àíãëèéñ-
êîì, ëàòûøñêîì è ðó ññêîì ÿçûêå. Ïðîáëåìàòèêà ñòàòåé íå îãðàíè÷èâàåòñÿ.

Ñòàòüè, ïðåäñòàâëåííûå â ðåäàêöèþ æóðíàëà, ðåöåíçèðóþòñÿ. Îòçûâ î êàæäîé ñòàòüå
äàþò äâà ðåöåíçåíòà, à òàêæå ðåäàêòîð æóðíàëà. Ðåäàêöèÿ ñîáëþäàåò ïðèíöèï àíîíèì-
íîñòè àâòîðîâ è ðåöåíçåíòîâ. Àâòîðû ñòàòåé èìåþò ïðàâî îçíàêîìèòüñÿ ñ ðåöåíçèÿìè è
êðèòè÷åñêèìè çàìå÷àíèÿìè è, â ñëó÷àå íåîáõîäèìîñòè, âíåñòè èñïðàâëåíèÿ è èçìåíåíèÿ
â ñâîè èññëåäîâàíèÿ, ïðè÷åì ñðîê âíåñåíèÿ êîððåêòèðîâîê äîëæåí ñîãëàñîâûâàòüñÿ ñ ðå-
äàêòîðîì. Ðåäàêöèÿ ñîõðàíÿåò çà ñîáîé ïðàâî âíåñòè â ñòàòüþ íåîáõîäèìûå ñòèëèñòè÷åñêèå
èñïðàâëåíèÿ, à òàêæå èçìåíåíèÿ â îôîðìëåíèå íà ó÷íîãî àïïàðàòà ñ öåëüþ äîñòèæåíèÿ
åãî åäèíîîáðàçèÿ. Èñïðàâëåíèÿ, ïðîèçâåäåííûå ðåäàêöèåé, ñîãëàñóþòñÿ ñ àâòîðîì.

Ñòàòüè îöåíèâàþòñÿ â ñîîòâåòñòâèè ñ êðèòåðèÿìè íàó÷íîñòè: ñîîòâåòñòâèå ñîâðåìåí-
íîìó òåîðåòè÷åñêîìó óðîâíþ â èçó÷åíèè âûáðàííîé ïðîáëåìû; äîñòàòî÷íàÿ ýìïèðè÷åñ-
êàÿ áàçà; îðèãèíàëüíîñòü ýìïèðè÷åñêîãî ìàòåðèàëà; íîâèçíà è îðèãèíàëüíîñòü ãèïîòåç,
ïîëîæåíèé, ðåêîìåíäàöèé; àêòóàëüíîñòü òåìû èññëåäîâàíèÿ. Îöåíèâàåòñÿ òàêæå ñàìà
ëîãèêà è ÿñíîñòü èçëîæåíèÿ. Ïðè îòáîðå ñòàòåé äëÿ ïóáëèêàöèè ïðåèìóùåñòâî äàåòñÿ
èññëåäîâàíèÿì ôóíäàìåíòàëüíîãî õàðàêòåðà.

Ðåäàêöèÿ ãîíîðàðû íå âûïëà÷èâàåò , ïîäàííûå ñòàòüè è ÑD íå âîçâðàùàåò .

Îôîðìëå íèå ñòàòüè

Ñòàòüè, îôîðìëåíèå êîòîðûõ íå áóäåò ñîîòâåòñòâîâàòü äàííûì òðåáîâàíèÿì, ê ïóá-
ëèêàöèè íå ïðèíèìàþòñÿ.

Îáúåì ñòà òüè: 0,75 – 1,5 àâòîðñêèõ ëèñòà (30000 – 60000 çíàêîâ, âêëþ÷àÿ ïðîáåëû).
Ðóêîïèñü ñòàòüè äîëæíà áûòü ïðåäñòàâëåíà ïî ýëåêòðîííîé ïî÷òå. Ò åêñò íàáèðàåòñÿ

øðèôòîì Times New Roman MS Word ôàéë .doc èëè .docx; ðàçìåð áóêâ – 12, ìåæñòðî÷íûé
èíòåðâàë – 1. Ïîëÿ ñëåâà – 3,5 ñì, ñïðàâà – 2,5 ñì, ñâåðõó è ñíèçó – 2,5 ñì. Åñëè â íàáîðå
ñòàòüè èñïîëüçîâàëèñü ñïåöèàëüíûå êîìïüþòåðíûå ïðîãðàììû, òî îíè äîëæíû áûòü ïðåä-
ñòàâëåíû â ðåäàêöèþ.

Ðåçþìå:  2000–2500 çíàêîâ. Ñòàòüè íà ëàòûøñêîì ÿçûêå ñîïðîâîæäàþòñÿ ðåçþìå íà
àíãëèéñêîì è ðó ññêîì ÿçûêå; ñòàòüè íà àíãëèéñêîì ÿçûêå – ðåçþìå íà ëàòûøñêîì è ðó ñ-
ñêîì ÿçûêå; ñòàòüè íà ðóññêîì ÿçûêå – ðåçþìå íà ëàòûøñêîì è àíãëèéñêîì ÿçûêå.

ßçûê ñòàòüè: íàó÷íûé, òåðìèíîëîãè÷åñêè òî÷íûé. Åñëè àâòîð ãîòîâèò ñòàòüþ íà èíî-
ñòðàííîì (íåðîäíîì) ÿçûêå, òî îí äîëæåí ñàì ïîçàáîòèòüñÿ î ëèíãâèñòè÷åñêîì ðåäàêòè-
ðîâàíèè ñòàòüè; æåëàòåëüíà êîíñóëüòàöèÿ íîñèòåëÿ ÿçûêà, ÿâëÿþùåãîñÿ ñïåöèàëèñòîì
ñîîòâåòñòâóþùåé îòðàñëè ñîöèàëüíûõ íà óê. Ñòàòüè, ÿçûê êîòîðûõ íå ñîîòâåòñòâóåò ïðà-
âèëàì ïðàâîïèñàíèÿ, íå áóäóò ðàññìàòðèâàòüñÿ è ðåöåíçèðîâàòüñÿ.

Íà ó÷íûé àïïàðà ò ñòàòüè. Ññûëêè äàþòñÿ â òåêñòå ïî ñëåäóþùåìó îáðàçöó: (Turner 1990);
(Mills, Bela 1997). Ïðèìå÷àíèÿ è ïîÿñíåíèÿ ðàñïîëàãàþòñÿ ïîñëå îñíîâíîãî òåêñòà. Â
îôîðìëåíèè òàáëèö, ãðàôèêîâ, ñõåì, äèàãðàìì äîëæíû óêàçûâàòüñÿ ññûëêè íà èñòî÷íèê
ìàòåðèàëà, ïðè íåîáõîäèìîñòè òàêæå äîëæíà óêàçûâàòüñÿ ìåòîäèêà ðàçðàáîòêè (ðàñ÷åòà
äàííûõ, âûâåäåíèÿ ñâîäíûõ ïîêàçàòåëåé è ò .ä.) òàáëèö, ãðàôèêîâ, ñõåì. Âñå ïîäîáíûå
ìàòåðèàëû äîëæíû èìåòü çàãîëîâêè è ïîðÿäêîâûå íîìåðà.
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